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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF 

THE. STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

--000--· 

In the Mattor of the Ap~lieationot the: 
NAPA VKLIiEY EI.ECTRIC COMPANY : 

to diseontinue the manufacture and sale: 
of gas in St. Relens. : 

Application 
No. 314l 

U'Rcn & Bo~d by D. L. Beard for Applicant. 
Clarence N. ~ggin8 for ·Town of St. Eelona. 
F. S. Cairns for St. Helena C~ber of Commerce. 

OPINION 
,...-~---- ....... 

This is s.n a.pplicst10n by Napa. Ve.lleyo Electric 

Co~any for authorization to discontinuo the service o~ 

gas in the City of St. Helena. Nap~ County. 

The operation of this plant has not been pro!­

itable and ap,lieant bases its request for permission to 

abandon service on this groUlld. 

Consumers protest aga.inst the abandonment of 

this service and urge that bet~er service be given. 

Re~resentatives of the company ado1t that the 

service has oeen ver.y bad but claim that to better the 

service would involve a further e~enditure o~ money and 

they can see no hope of such en increase in business ae 

would justifo1 th1s additionnl expenditure. 
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The evidence a.t the hearing end. inve$tigat1ons: 

made by the engineers of the Commission since the hearing 

convince me that the prime cause of the comparat1vel~ 

small business done by this com~~ (~robably by compsr1-

son With other like communities the smalles~ in the state) 

is d.ue to the wretched se.rvice which has been g1 ven. I 

believe that the company should tr.1 the experiment of pro-
duciDg reasonably gc,od service before it surrenders and 

abandons the service altogetber. 

It would seem that by the expenditure o~a ~ew 

Aundred dollars reasonably good service c~ be ~roduced 

and unless we e.:re to ass'Ol'Ile that the inhabitants of St. 

Helena are entirely d.1fferent in their attitude toward the 

use of gag than in 8JlY other commUl:l1 ty in California. we 

must a~s~e that better service Will produce such add1t10nsl 

busin~es as Will justify the continuation of the serviee. 

F'arthermore. the compa:tlY should oonsider thst an a"oando:mnent 

of service would meen 1~ all probability the complete aban­

donment of the tnveatment in this' plant as it is certain 

that if it reIll8.ins idle t'or a. tew years it will have prac­

tically no value. On the other hand the expend1t~e ot a 

few hundred dollars will :proba.bly reaul t in e. e1 tu~t1on 

whereb~ the plant can be maintained. at least o~erat1ng ex­

penses and deprecia.tion te.ke,ll care of. with the prospect 

th~t ss the people become sceuetomed to a reasonably good 

gas service the b~J.sineee ot the compaDY will 'become :prof­

itable. 

Since the hearing in this al)pl1cat10n the gas 

holder has been accidently wreoked. resulting in a total 

cessation of gas service but applicant ha.s taken 8te~s to 

restore service. In this proceeding the Comoiss1on has 
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power only to de~ the application, and cannot make an aff1r-

mat1v~ order; 

Theretore I recommend that this ap~licationbe 

denied and that Napa Valley Electric Compa!!lY be advised that 

it is the desire of the Commission th.e.t service of ga.s. in 

St. Helena be resumed at the earliest possible date. Further 

that t~e service of gas be improved u~ to a reasonable stsn­

a.srd. and. that in the event that the compa:cy' does not volun-. 
tsr11~ compl~ with the above request. sppro~riate action be 

taken by thi8CommiSSion. 

Reren th s. torm of Order: 

ORDER --- ........ -
A~p11cation having been made by Na~a Valley Elec­

tric Com~an1 for authority to cease the service of gas to 

consumers in the 01 ty of St. Helens. California. s. hea.r1:cg 

having been had. and the Coxnmission being to.l~ advised 111 

the premise::; 

For the rea~one set out in the foregoing Opinion. 

the above ~nt1oned application 16 hereby denied. 

~he foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby npproved 

and ordered filed as the Opinion ana Order of the Roilrond 

Commission. 

Dated at San ~r~cisco. California this 
20th ~ of Oetober. 1917. 

coI:iiii!ssioners.. 


