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Deqision Xo.

/

ZEFORT THE RAIIROAD CQAIISSION OF THE STATE O0F CALIFORNIA.

géz}/ou uoisioac|

COUNTY OF LOS ANGHEIES and
CITY OF IONG BEACH,

Complainents,
Cese No. 1113.

LOS ARGEIZES AND SALT LAYE RATLROAD,
Defondant.
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Edward T. Bishoy 20r Los Angeles County.

Ceorge L. Hoodenpyl far City of Long Eoack.

Fred E. Pettit, Jr. for Los Sngeles and Salt
Take Reilroad Company.

GORDON, Commissioner.

In this complaint the City of Long Beach gxnd Los
Lngeles County state thet the Los Angeles exd Salt Iake Roil-
roesd Company mointains e brilge, portly within tre City of
Long Deach and partly within unincorporated territory in Ios
Angeles County, over Eill Street which is an Important taorouga-
" Zere maed especially by cazildren going to and from sohools
that the bridge is so comstructed that bdut 24 feet 6 inches
of E411 Street is passable to tho travelling puolic; tkzt this
* porvion of the highway is divided by a bent in tue cemter of
., tho rodway; ol that the vexticel cleerance beiween the dridge
g ard the highwey 45 9 feet 107 inches. Complainmts ask the
gy Commi selon t0 require the Railrosd Compeny to raise its raxd-

BB vod 1n such & mexmer &S to afford a vorticd. clearmice &
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% 14 feot ard s hoxizontsl clearsce without obsiruction of




40 Zeet. The Reilroad Company denied the material sallegations
in 4he complaint and o public bearfing wes held upon the m.tter
at Tong Beach on Septenber 17,1917,

The track of the Los Angeles ard Salt Iake Railroad
Coxpe ny crossee Hill Styeet ot 2 poipt max its izt orsection
with Califorpnia Averme OR & pile trestle dbridge, the clear-
onces of waich are cubstantially those sot forth in The col-
plainv. California Avemme 18 Very 14t%le travelled, but EALL
Styroot 18, &8 alloged, 2n important rigiaway in Tong Beach axd
Tos Angeles County and iS reavily travolled by veons and
cehool cniliren. Secause oL tne imonired vorticel clearance,
sutomobile trucks with high 10245 ore forced 1o meke & com-
sidersvie detour to grede caroasiﬁgs, and becouse of trne Loulty
norizontal clesrances drivers ol approachibg mtomobile s have
no opporiunity to see eoch other. The asituwation is esve cially

dengerous on account of +he proximity of Colifornia Avenue, 83

the embankment of the Retlrosd Company shuts off the view along

tags stroet, walle tie marrownoss o tho hizhwey mekes it
noceesery for school children ond other pedoctrians to we the
same bridge opening that 1g used by axtomobilel. Althouzn 1o
aceidents nevo oc:cu.rred st this point the veatizony H.ove that
peny xave been narrowly avortod.

mne Red lroad Company btalkes the position that the con~
dition 18 :;ot dorgerous en,c'mg'h +o werreat my considercbdle
oxpense in improving ke citwetion, but 1t 2o8 m zgested three
mothods whereby 1t could be {mypoved. Tee £irsy of thcce,
walen 4% 4e willing to carxy out, 1tc %% molke oponings in e
omboniments on both sides of the ewovelled highwey £or pedes~
teiong el %o whitewash and 1ight the bont in the contore. The
cost 0F thiz wonld be smell end it would not%, in oy judgnent,
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afford 2 setisfactory solution. A permenent solution cen de
socured in two woys; Lirst, oy raising the grade of the track
aiga enougzz to brirng-ebout the Lfull vertical ¢learance, aml
replacing the oxistiang timxer structure with a concrote anmi
sveel bridge naving openings for two sidowalks and & rovdway,
the cost of which haes been estimzted to be sbouwt $32,000; amt,
secopd, by raising tho track spproximately one foot and do-
wessing the street about 5 Leet, whica, with tze prozemtclesr
ance, after meking eallovances for tThe Geynth of the bridge,

world give the mecessary clearsnce of 14 Zeet. Thic 12 e3-

timesed to ¢ost gbout $22,000., including m cllowmmeo to con-

struet a drain zbout 2700 Leet in lengti.
| IZ the Lirst 0f thrce permanent methods of commxtruct-
lon were carried out the grade of the track at tae streets
sdjscent to EL1ll Street would be raised distances varying from
one foot to nine feet, meking grade crorsings impossidble and
not permitting the grades tobe separated without depressing
thosze sireets. | |
I an satisfied thet the complaint of the City ool o
tae County 45 entiroly Justified and vt the bridge showld e
reconstructed co standard clearances, both horizontal and vor-
tical, cxa be 2fforded: and I believe that the second porm.n-
ent scheme, tnat iz, devressing tie highway and raiéﬂ’.ne; Yoo
track, 15 the one wiich should be followed, providing Celi-
formia Avenmne con be c¢closed on voth sides of Hill Street where
it intorsects tnis street, ss the intorsection would be in 2
denression of sbout Live Leet, viaich might create & more danger-
ous cozﬂﬁ.';ionv then that vhich now exists. Taers anvears to
be no reasrn way Tae City of Long Zeach, vhich kas ju:isd.ict:.on
over Californis Avenue, chould not close 1t to exable the con=
strucsion to be carried owt, especislly as by chorteming toe
B




spproaches 1% will consideradly lecsen the cost o comstrucition
and the property dsmage, axd will ceuse conparatively little,
47 any, inconvenionce 0 the proprxty owaers in the neighoor-

hood.

The cost & the project on the last plen I have dis-
cussed nas been estimated to be shout $22,000, as I mve sald,

which includes & Jevel gpyroack &t tae Junction 0% Califcarnls

Avexme end E1ll Street, together with approacnes on Calif arnie
Avenze, pi-op oxrsy damage on Celifornia Avemw, and grados of
approsck on F411 Stroes o2 2% vor cemt. Iy oliminating tne
epproaches on Californis Avenue and wmeging 3 per cont grades,
which ave not ot all excessive for this Alzawey, the exponse
oZ the project will bo considerably lescened smd tae moportion
+o be borne by each party will not be burdensoue. The Ddridge
o 20 17, 20, WEF O YIRS MR LRGSR 1T
ture waick At should replsce withk a conoreto anml steol bridge
at {tc own exponse. The expense of tae aporosches, including
tho retaining wells, excavation and drainage, but nov in-
cluding “he peving, should be dlvided one=half to the Rall-
roed Company end ome-guarter eack o Loc Argeles County axd
the City of Tong Beack. The proporty domoges which owour
chowld be teoken cere of by tae political sab-division In waose
territory they occur; taot is, 2o Comnty axi the City should
each pay far the property demogod in thelr respsctive Juris~
dictions. The cozt of raising tke tracls one foot chould be
borne by the Reilroed Company.

T recommend the following form of arder:
R.

COTNTT OF IOS ANGEIES AND CITY & ILOKG BEACEH, Los

ingeles Comatly, hoviag complained to the Commission concern~
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ing Yue condition of tho bridge of the Lot Augeles axmd Salt

Iake Reilrosd Compary orer E411 Streed, and heving zoked the
Coxmission “o order thae coxtruction of a new bridge at this
voint, witk adequate clearsaces; zmd & public hearing hoving
beer hold, and the Commission heving found that the clear-
ances on the mrecent structure are insdeguate and a source of
danger axi “that o now bridge should be built;

IT IS IBREBY (RDERED, That the Los Angeles and Salb
Leke Beilxcad Compeny be axdl the same heredy is adered t.o
com:truct & bridge «ror Hill Street, ‘wi'chua\ ninimum verticol
clearsnce of not X ss then 14 foet, minimum horizomtal clear-
snce over the roadway of not less thon 30 feet, a.nd: minimun
horizontal clearzuce over two sidewalks of not lzss Tae aX-
:E'ee'b; The Rallroad Coxpany chall, six weels after thie City
02 Lozg Beach shall mave closed CeliZormia Aveme &t its in-
tersection with ELll Street, submit plans of this gtructwre
to the Commission for its spproval. |

Ir IS ECREBY ¥URTESR C(RDERED, Whet the expense of

tkie construction sazll he Iborne as Lollows:

(1) The exvense o0f constructing the bridge uxder
the “rack, including the substructure axl the supersiruciwre,
snall be borne entirely by the Lot Angeles axd Salt Lake Rell-
réa.d. company.

(2) re expence of raising tue track one foot ehall
be borme by the Los Angeles and Salt Lake Radlrosd Company.

(3) fShe expense of comstructing the approsches, in-
clnding the excavation, concrete retalningsralls and the dré.in-
ege system, but not including the pavoment, sba;ll be borne
ono=hel? (%) by Ios Angeles amd Salt Leke Reilrosd Company
end ome-quarter (%) each by the Comnty of Lot Angelec axd Lo
¢ity o Long Beaé:?ﬁ. ‘
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(4) The expense of such property damage &3 may
accrue shell b.e borne by tho City of Long Beach for the 1ro-
perty witain its bouwndaries, andl the remalinter sﬁall be borne
by Los Angeles County.

(5) The Commission reserves the right to neke such
Zarther orders relative to the comstruction, omeration, main-
tenanco, protectlon and operation of sald bridge as to 1t may
seen right and proper.

- Dated st Sen Xraacisco, Celifornis, tais 2 57{ - day
02 Octobeor, 1917.
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Commigsioners.




