Decigion Xo. .

BEFCRE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA

In the matter of the application of )

Fowler Indeperdent Telephone Company Application Ko.3260.
for extension of time to comply with :

rule to standardize lines.
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ve S. Menley and J. E. Weinberg, fér Fowler Independent
Telephone Company.
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GORDQY, Commiggloner.

This is a petition for an order extending the time fLor
compliance with the provisione of Chapter 499, Laws of 1911, ae
amended by Chapter 600, Laws of 1915, referring to the comstructicn,
reconatruction, maintensnce and use of electric poles, wires, cables

and eppliancec.

A public hearing in tais proceeding was held in Fowler on
Qetober 22, 1917. _

Tor a statement of the law governing principles guiding
the Railroad Commiseion in its decision therein, referemce is here-
by made to the decision rendereld ir Application No. 2222, Los An-~
geles Gas apd Electric Corporation, et al.

Petitioner owns and operates a telophone system in the
city of Towler, Freegno County, and in unincorporated territory cover-

" ing ap irregular srea extending three to seven miles from Fowler.

Ur. J. E. Weinberg, petitioner's secretary, testified-that
the present management héd ne knowledge of the number of violations
of the stetute which existed on the effective date of Chapter 499,

Lawe of 191ll. All construction and reconatructior since that tine
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has been in accordance with the statute. No special effort has
beer made 10 reconstruct petitioner's system for the sole purpose
of complying with the statute.

An estimate was filed by petitioner with the petition,
showing an expenditure of $1379.0C to recomstruct its property in
accordonce with the statute. In the petition herein, petitioner
alleges that, owing to its financlial condition, ax extension of three
yéaxs to September 17, 1920, will be necessary for the completion
of this work. The infractione which remair to be corrected con-
cist prizcipally of the following:

Jorizontal separation at poles.

Insulating guys.

Insulation of vertical runs on polesn.

The first itexr constitutes seventy-five per cent. of the

work.

The Commission'z cngineerc have carefully examined petition-

er's es@imaze and have made an inspection on the ground for the pur-
pose of determining whether the amount reasonably represwnts the cost
of thg necessary reconstruction. The Comniesion'e estimate is ap-
proximately $380.00 less than that filed by petitioner, ue princi-
pally 0o tﬁe segregation of pole cosis.

According to the testimony, petitiomer was able recently
to purchase & large nuxber of poles at a price congsiderably boelow the
market value, thus resulting in a saving of about $200.C0 on this
work. -

In reference to petitioner's financial condition, testi-
mony was given that practically the entire indedtedness against
petitioner has now been liguidated. This fact, coupled with the
reduction in the estimate hereinabove referred to, will enable pe-
tiouer, according to the testimony, to remove all violationms of

these egtatutes within six months.




No unusual nazerd exists on petitiorer's system. After
careful consideration of all the factors emtering into the problem,
we have reached the conclusion that an extension of time until Feb-
ruary 22, 1918, should be. granted to petitioner.

We subxit the following form of order.

ORDER

Fowler Independent Telephone Company having applied for an
oréer extending the time within which to comply with the provisions
of Chapter 499, Laws of 1911, ae amended by Chapter 600, Laws of 1915,
end a public hearing having been held,

IT IS EEREBY CRDERED as follows:

The time within which petitioner herein shall reconstruct
its existing system 50 as to comply completely with the provizions

of Chapter 499, Laws of 1911, as amended by Chapter 600, Lawe of 1915,

is hereby extended to and including February 22, 1918.
The foregoing opinion znd order are hereby approved »nd

ordered filed as the opinion and oxrder ¢f the Rallroad Comnisgion
of the State of Califoxnisa.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 3//"2-L

day of /Om-"\ , 1917.

Commigsioners.




