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Decieion l!o. ---
:BEFORE TEE RAILRO.A:D COwnSSION' OF 'rBE STJaE OF CALIFORll'IA 

In the matter of the application o! ) 
Fowler Inde;pendent T,elephone Company 1 
:roX" extension of time to comply with 
r:tlle to standardize lines. 

Application ~o.Z260. 

;. S. ~ey and J. E~ Weinberg, tor Fowler Independent 
'r el ephone C ompa.ny. 
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'rhis 18 a :petit1on for an order extend.1ng the time 'tor 

e~p11ance ~th tho provisions of C~ptor 499" Laws of 1911~ az 

~ende4 by C~pter 600, Lawn or 1915, referring'to the construction. 

reconstruction, maintenane~ end use of electric poles, wires, cables 

and applianeee. 
A pub11c hearlne; in this procee~ing was held in 10wler on 

October 22, 1917. 
For a. etatement ot the law governing principles guiding 

the Ra.ilroad Commis£ion in its deci~lon therein, reference 18 here-

by made to the decision rendere~ in Application No. 2222, Loe An--

SC1C3 Gaz and Electric Corporation, et ale 
Petitioner owns and operates 4 telophone eyste.c in the 

city of Fowle::. Fresno County, and in unincorporated territory cover-

ing an irregular ares. extending three to Beven miles !'rom Fowler. 

Mr. J. R. Weinberg, petitioner's secretary, teati!1ed~that 

the ~reBent man~ement had no knowledge of the number of viol&tiona 

of the statute wbich existed on the effective date or Chapter 499, 

Laws of 1911. All construction and reconstruction since that time 



has been in accorOJJ:nce with the statute. No special e!!ort baa 

been made to reconstruct petit1oncr'G ~yst6m for the sole purpose 

or complyins with the 8tat~te. 

An entimate was filed by petitioner ~th the ~etition, 

showing an expenditure of $1379.00 to reconstruct its property in 

accordznce with the statute. In the petition herein, petitioner 

a.llege~ that, owing to its !in4%lcial condition, an extene.:1.on of three 

yearz to September 17, 1920, will be necessary for the completion 

o! thi s work. the infractions which remai~ to be corrected eon-

ci&t principally of the following: 

work. 

Horizontal separation at poles. 
Ins Ula.t :Lng guys. 
Insulati'on of vertical rune on polee. 
~he !1rzt it~ constitutes seventy-five per cent. of the 

The COmcUsaion' 3 ongineero have carefully exm:U.ned petition-

er's es'ci!llate and have made :l.'"l inspection on the ground !':Jr the pur-

pose o! determining whether the ~ount reaGOXl4bly repree~mtB the cost 

of the neceaaary reconstruction. The Comciesion'e eetimate is ap-

proximately $380.00 less than that tiled by petitioner. due priDci-

pally to the segregation of. pole eoets. 

According to the testimony, petitioner was a»le recently 

to purchase a large number or poles ~t a price considerably below the 

market value, thuB rezulting in a saving of about $200.00 on th1a 

work. 
In reference to petitioner's financial condition~ testi-

mony was given that practically the entire indebtedne&c against 

petitioner has now been liquidated. This fact. cou~led with the 

r&1uction in the estimate hereinabove referred to. will enable ~e

tio~er, according to the teetimony, to recove all violations or 

these etatutes within six months. 
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No unusual ll.3.zo.rd exists on :pet! tioner' s system. .A:f"te:' 

careful consideration of all the factors entering in~o the problem, 

vie have reached the e onclusion tha.t an extension or time until Feb .. 

ruary 22, 1918, should be. granted to petitioner. 

We submit the following torm of order. 

ORDER 

Fowler Independent Tele~~one ·Cocpany having applied tor an 

or<1.or ,extend.ing the time within which to comply with the provisioXln 

ot Chapter 499, La.ws of 1911, a& emended 'by Chapter 600, Laws or 19l5, 

end a. publie hearing having been held, 

IT IS :s:ER:E!BY ORDERED as follows: 

~he time within which petitioner herein shall reconstruct 

its existing system so .as to eomply cO::lpletely with the pronsS.oXla 

of Cha.I'ter 499, Laws ot 19l1, a.s amend.ed. ,'by Chapter 600, Lam! o! 19l5, 

i8 hereby extend.ed to and. includ.ing February 22, 19l8. 

The foregoing opinion :no. order are hereby a.pproved~nd 

ordered tiled as the opinion and order 0'£ the Rsi1road. Commiseion 

or the State or Cal1!o~1a. 

Do.ted at San Francisco, Cali!ornia, thie __ 3_1_~ ___ -__ _ 
day 0'£ rO~ , 19l7. 111 
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C ommissionera. 
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