
DECISION ~O _ __ _ 

In the Mo.tter 0:1: tlie ~'Pplieat10Il. } 
of ~. ~AJ,rA:r;';).us .kJm ~uI.a WOODS } 
RAlZW£! fOol" an ord.er e.uthor1z1ng' } 
it 'to abandon the operation cf ) .A:2?!J:CA~IOl,;: 1rO ... 32.72. 
all cf its lines from llcvembor ~ 
1st to ~oh 1st c·f each ye!3Z. ) 

. , 
Thotv).s, :BeedY' &. Laraga.n 'by Willlam ThOl':laS, 

:for ~pplicant. 
:3:. C. Symonds, Town Attorney, for Town 

of Mill Valley, aotestant. 
J. ]V. :Bartnett fo·r :..i111 Valley Business 

::.:!en" s b.3sl)o1at1.0'll., ?rote stcn t.. 
Jl'. A. Burden tor Citizens" COmmittee, 

?ro.testant • 
.b.- I.. 'iJh1t.t.lo for certain property owners" 

:?ro·testants. 

GOEJ)ON, C om:li esio:c.e r. 

O?Il~IOE 
..---~-""~ 

Applicant in tt.1s procoeding a.sks for an o.:rd.or of the 

Ra1lroe.d Comm1SS1o:J. a.ttthor1z1llg the S'IJ3)?ens1o,:c, of all opera.tion 

on all 1 ts linos. fro:n l~o'Vember 1st 'IlJlt11 !oZarch let o·f each. yooz, 

alleging the.t it 1$ 1mposaible to. operate duri::.g su:h period. ot 

each year except a.t 5. seno·us f:1ns.:O.cial loss • 

.A. :!?ub lie. ho o.ril;S' ":'Il!$ he 1<1. ~ t 1all VAlley on .jiove::nb~r 9" 

1917" the ma.t~r was duly suomi tted a.nd is %lOW re~ for d.eeie1on. 

~t. TOOl~pa1s & lw.'U1r Woods ?.silwa.7,operate frol:l tlle 

~orthwestern :eac1f1c 3D.1lroaa. 3to.t10,n ~t ;;all Valley to 'the &tQl-

'!:lit 0. f ~unt ~c.m...cw:oa1s ,,/1 th ~ brancA line: to. :!iuir Woods. A loe.a.l 
~ . 

Ca::=.yon to tile ztD.:tion of I.ee Street p c.. d1ste:c.c-e o:! 1.l2 tli1ea.. 
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On .Novem'ber .30. 1915, t.'b.G ':'~ilroad. Comm1$$1on 'CllO..er 

Decision 2944 in ~p:plice.t1on 1898: mo.d.e its order.e.uthonz:tng So 
du:t:'1%lg the.winter s'eason 

red.uction 0..:£ schedule to. tl. m1:oimum c:e one rcuxfd trip. d.a.1ly/ be'tweon 

Mill Valley and the sa.mm1t of ~imt ~ama.l:ps.1 s~ and est.s.bl1eh1.rlg eo 

schedule cf opera:t1on en the s·o-ca.lle d. "Lee Street Local. If l1ne. 

It is nc>w claimed tha.t the operat1.on of the entire line 

d:cr1Dg the winter months is cond.ucted a.t eo. lo.es !I.lld ~e :fo.llOWing 

recor~ of rece1:p·ts ~d. expend.1 tures wtlo$ intrcduced ag sn exh1.b1t 

e. -; tlre hearing: 
~es 

:Ncv.to. Feb.. Opere.t- (il,erat- &. In- ~otal .. 
inclu§ive. ine: Rev .... ins;: Ex:o. Loss Interest e'tll"anee Loss 

1906-7' ~713~.53. $9546.'15 $241~.23 $1809.16 $350.84 $4sn.zs 
190;1-8: 88.93.45 ll92.l.51 3028..06 1"l41.12. 393.60· 516Z."lS 
1908-9 8438 .• 65 10232.19 779~.54 2:'125.0S 696,.SS lJ 2l.5·.50· 
1909-10' 8562:.6.5 l3.572.49 5009·.84 2305.24 644.96 7951.04 
1910-1l W7S.56 l25SZ .. 51 l2.03·.95 22.5.6.92. 12.0.80 4lS"l.G'l 
1911-12· ll$94.65 15946 .. 37 4051.'12 2156.7.6- 479.78 6688:.25 
1912-1~ 10934.95 l4074.8.O 5l39.91 2109.52 43"1.59· 5Q8.6·.8:2 
19-13-14 6749:&2- 144Z$·.l4 "1688·.52 2ll4.9:2. 2.69.98 10013.42.' 
1914-l5· 7304 ... 05 ll7'l9.41 4475.30 3·196:.52 3'1Z.45 8045-~ 

1915-16 1149S.SS 14524.21 3030.3S 2.0l2:.48. ·60~·.41 564o.Z'1 
1916-17 4646.35- 11803.48 7157.13- 1244.48· 244.29 S04.5.90 

97430.29 14~21.9S 48991.64 2Z676.20: S22J:;ZS 'l'ZSS6.22 

'!!he fo:rego1:c.g statement covers o:peratjo.n o"! 'tIl& ra.1lroad. 

only a.:od d.oes not includ.e the losses res'lll.tiXlg :fi"om the opcro.t1on 

of hctels OV4l0o. by the C0:ll?ao.y. 
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A1t~ough the <suspension of service on the mountain line 

W,9,S objected to. by the Pl"otestonte in t:bis pl"oceed1x:g, it fl.l'1'Oere 

clearly evident 'tha.t the oporation ot the line to the s12Qm1t of 

1r.ount Te.me.lpa.ie is not a. public neees$1 ty and that same 1 e. not p~

tro:l.1zed.~:re$tl.lt1x:.g in a. less during t~e per1C>d fOor wb:1ch euspen::don· 

of operation 1$ requestea.. It is 'Wlderstood. that tho hotel ~t 

the s':l.::mli.t o:t ~ame.l~s 13 to 'be closed. dur~ the w.1:o.ter of 1917-

18 6nd if this is done the vol'W:lle of travel to the summ1 t w.ottld. 

be still ~urther reduced. ~e a.j?:p1ic.s:c.t expre.$sed $. desire 't:> cp.-

crate One me'llnta.in train on Sund.~s .s:a.d h()l1d~s dur1~ the period. 

for which suspension of opera.t1on is requested. b.ut it. is no.t evi-

dent that such operation can be mad~ a pr~f1tablo vent~ if ~e 
:c.otel at the Stll!lmi t o·! ~Dma.lpo1 $ is to. 'be elo3od. res'tllti:cg in no· 

ont.erte.inmsnt 'being ave.ilnble :for patrons a.t the end c,f the trip .• 

I atl of the opinio)n th~t the operation cf the mo'tUl.ta.1n 

tro.ills :from U1ll vc.ney to. the :3t!JDIO.1t o.f Motto.t. Ta~pai3 snd of 

the branch. line to 1Imir Uooda shot:J.d be dizeo::.tinued duri:cg the 

months o.f l~o'VeI:lbe:r to. :.:arch, i:c.clus1ve, o! each. ':lea:r unti~ the 

fu.rthElr ord.er o.f the C.omm.1ss.1on. 
I shall. now consider the portion of the sppl1ce.t1o·:c, as 

::elAting to the o.pera.tion o.f the so-called. "'Lee Street .Loc·al" 

from the ~orthwe atern P'e.cifie sta.tio.n at !.!ill Valley to- -tb.e sta.-

t10n o~ Xee Street. 
ZAe "Lee;" Street Local" line. servee the residents' of" 

Blythedale Canyon 'by- the operation of' seventeen round. trips Q.a1ly-

on a. Schedule a:s heretofOore agreed. upo.n by the Ra11'W~ Co:::np~ 

and. the residents. Th1s line serves: the needs o·f the coxm:mn1ty' 

resid.1ng in Blythedale C~on including b~s~ese ~:c.~ school 



cAi1e.ren sId houeevr.L. vo s. ~h() re is DO' othe r meth~d. of wenepo:rta.-

t10n ava.ilnble for the residents of the e·c.nyon and serio-us :1neo:l.-

v6nionce wOUld result if t:o.e $'Il3~ns10n 01! service wa.s to 1» au-

thorized.. This local se:rv1ce is eared :for 1)1 a gasoline mo-tor 

ear ha.Ving a seating cs.pa.ci t:9" of twent=r-three perso:o.s. :lIld a. re-

serve- ear iG ava1la.ble to enSttre the, regularity of service. 

P'r<>te stant.s against tho absndo:o.ment o~ tb1$ loc.al sox-

V1co have used ssme for years am while the operat!on of th1s line 

duri:cg the :nonths fo·%' .which abmldomnent h3.s beo:l. reCluested rN.J:1 re-

stzlt :tn a. de·fic 1t~ the lino is serving a. public necess1t7 ~d l.t.s 

operation sbotzl.d be c ont1nucd. until the further order of the C¢m-

mission,. e.nd in view of the e:a.thor1t:9" fOol" the suspens10n o~ the 

mounte.in service d.uring the winter mo.nths" service should. b.e given 

on Sund~s and holid~6,. loeal serviee h$:v1ng heretofo:re 'be~n :ft:zl::-

n1shed on such dS,7S, by the mountain tre.il'lS. 

I am of the opinion and shall. re-comme%ld: that the eo-ee.lled. . 

"Lee Street LocaJ. rT' service be' continued during the winter months 

~ the sea..so,n 1917-18· for 'the ree-son the:t the residents o!: :Blythe -

d~le Ce.~on he.ve no other substitute tra:a.3portat1on and. serious. 

inconvenience would reac;:l t if tho line were to, be a.band.oned.. du:r1ng 

su.ch p.eri o·d. ' 

I submit fho following form of order: 

O·EDE:R ____ iIIIIIIIIIII __ 

Mt. ~ama.lp:;.1s a.lli Muir Woo.d.s Rs.llwar having made a;pp.l1-

ca.tion for ;pe:rmi3Sion to. d1scont1:o.ue a~l eel"Viee ,on aJ.l it's line,s 

d.uring the mo-:c.ths o:f llo.veI:l'ber to Msrch of each '3ec:r, & publle hear-

ing having been held, ~rJd. the :oa.tter h:;:.:ving been duJ.r ,sa.bmitted tl.%Ja. 

"tile Com:n1ss1o-n being ful~ ad.Vised,. 



I~ IS :s:E?S13Y OWEEE:O,. That Ut. ~~lp~1s a.Ild ~U1r W'0¢ds; 

?&l~ be a.ni the same hereby iz, atLthoriz:ed. to. 4iscontinue a.ll 

:ounta1n service on i te :na.in line :from Uill Valley to the enmm::lt of 

~e::::lal:pa1S, inc lud1ng the :Q.1:r Vioods Branch,. d.ttt"i~ the mor:the of 

Nove:::nber, December, Js::a.~ end Februa.ry- of each year until the 

tul"ther order ot th1;e C0mm1sz1on. 

I~ IS PURe!R O:2.DE?ED That the a.pl>1iea.t1on :for :perms.-

s10n t.o suspend operation of the so-called "'Lee Street .:Local tt ope~ 

s.tiDg between the Uill Valley Station of the UOrthvlestern ?a.c1fic 

Railroad. through BlTthedale Ce.ny'on to. t.he s;tation of Lee Street 

d.'tU"1:c.g the months of November to March of each year 1>e den1e~ and. 

that. reg'lllar d.e.1~ service in accord.aJ::Ce wi tb. the sc.b.edulo D.groed 

upon between tho appllc8nt $Jld. its patrcIlS am a.s e.p~es.r~ in the 

opinion in Decis1o.n. N,o. 2944 :tn A.p'p'lica.t1o.n lS9S. as d.ecided "oj" 

'tb.1.s CO:::lisz1on ~ovember 30, 1915, be ma.1nta.1:c.ed d.ur1%lg euch months 

of ea.ch ,:!eFJr. until the f'tt1:'ther order 0 t this Com::a1ss1on. 

~e forego-iDg op1n1o-n and ord.er s.r" hero·by s.pp%'Ow4 and. 

ordered f1le~ a.s fJl.e o:p1n:to:c. and ol"der of ~e R$.1lroad. Commission. 

o~ ~e St~te of Calif~~a. 

De.tod. a.t san FranciSCO ~ ca~o%"n1a.,. tiJi.8~ ~o:t 
December. 19l7. 

COmmi ss10ne rs. 


