Decision No.

BEFORE TEE RAITROAD COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application

of the People of tho State of
California on the relation of the

ﬁ,i.\?:roN uoIS(]

)
|
Department of Engineering for an )
order suthorizing the comstruction ) :
of a state highway grade crossing )Applications No's 3065,3066.
over the tracks of the Pacific )
Coast Railway Compeny at Miles in )
San Iuis Obiepo County, California; )
and aleo at & point four miles )
soutk oZ San Iuis Obispo, in San )
Iuis Obispo County, Celifornia. )

Walter C. Howe, Division Engineer for applicants
Je . Sims, for The Pacific Coast Rallway Co.
E. W. Black, Chairman, for Board of Supervisors

BY 7EE COMMISSION:

OPINTION.

Abvove appliocations are for an order euthorizing |
gpplicant to comstrmot the State Highway at grade across
the tracks of The Pecific Coast Railway Compeany at Niles,
adout 9 miles south of San Iuls Obispo, and also at a point
about 4 miles south of San Iuis Obiepe, both in San Iuis
Obigpo County, and for the abandomment of the o0ld crossing
near these points. The applications suggest that an anto~
natic bell at eack ocrossing would be desirable.

A pubdblic hearing upon both applications was held
by Ixeminer Westover at San Lule Odiepo on December 4th.

At the point of orossing at Xiles descrided in
Apnlication No. 3065, the railway axtonls oast and west
along the north bank of San Iuis Oblspo croel;:. The high-
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wey from the south extends northerly at substantislly a right.

angle with the railroad and ocrosses it about 200 feet north of
the bdridge over seid creek. After oressing the railroad the

highway extends easterly substantially,pérallol with tho.rail-
road for a dlstence of several miles.

Approaching the crosging Lrom the south at the north end
of the dridge, there would be a clesr view of the track for a -
distance of about 1500 feet to the eaxt, but for a gronp of
willows; sand ; clear view of the track %0 tae west of the
crossing for about 250 feet, dut for another group of willows.
About ome-fourthk of the willows referrcd to in each instance
are on.the railway right of way and adbout three-fourths on ad;'
joining private property. The railroad management and the
Board of Supervisors of the county say they will so-operate in

. .hawing these willows removed.

Approaching the crossing from the cast there is a view
of the oroseing for about 600 feet, obstructed only by & ware-
houge standing on the right of way abdout 275 feet east of the
crossing. The railrosd management promises to remove the
warehouce as 8000 as the present crop of grain and beans now
stored in it are removed. |

At vresent the ralilrosd compeny hes an order in forde
providing thet trains approaching the crossing from the west
skall be under full control and capable of being stopped with-
in 100 feot.' The management 18 willing to put in force a
similar rule governing westbound trains antil the warehouse
in question ig removed.

At the point of orossing about four miles south of San
Iuis Obispo, desoribed in Applicetion No. 3066, the ra;lwayu
end highwey extend substantially north amd sonth along_'a |
narrow valley at the base of low hillé to the west, and are
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substantially parallpl. the rallway track being crossed by the

highway at & sharyp aqglo. The highway is at a higher eleva-
tion than the railway to the south of the crossing, affording
a good view of the railroad for a distance of 1000 feet Or more
in each direction. There is an equally good view of the high-
way from the ocad ¢of s locomotive, & bank of earth between the
highway and the tracks to the south of the orossing deing so
low as to cfter'no obstruction to the view. The warties agree
thet no protection is needed at this crossing, other than the
crossing sigrns slresdy inctalled, and none at the lMiles cross-
ing 1f the willows are out and warehouso romoved or slow order
put in force.

The railrdad conpany 6porates but one train a day be-
tween San Iuis Obigpo and Port Sam ILuls, on whickh portion of
the road both of the above orossings are locsted, anc at a
~maxizum speed of 15 miles pexr hour. Ireins pass over the
above crossings in thg middle of the dey only.

The fofmer crossing &t Miles wae located about 300 feet
west 0f the present crossing, and the former créasing avout
four miles south of San Luis Ob;apo was loocated adout 1600
foet south ¢of the present crocssing. Béth oL vhese earlier

croseings have been abandoned and are closed to the public.

ORDIER

IT IS EEREBY ORDZRED, That permlselon be hereby
graented the Peopleo of the Stete of Californila, on relation
of the Department of Engineering, to consirmct two crossings .
at grade over the tracks oL The Pacific Cosst Rallway Companyﬁ
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the first located at ildles, and the second at o point about
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four miles south of Sen Luis Obispo in San Luis Obispo County,
California; atX o b“é;"loéaw as shown by the maps attached %o |
the applications; said orossings to be comstruoted subject to the
following conditions, viz:

(1) The ontire expemse of conmatruoting the crossings,
with the cost of their.maintomco thorenfter in good and Lirst-
class condition for the safe and convenient nse of the pablic,
shall de borne by applicant, except taat roxrtion between the
rails and two feet outside thereof, which shall be meintained ‘o_y
the Railwsy Company. |

(2) The Railway Company shall move the warehouse lo-

cated near the crossing at illles to & point at least 500 feot
distent therefrom, and until seld warehouse shall be moved, west-
bound trains shall not exceed & speed of five (5) miles per Lour
over the orossing.

(3) The grade orossings located respectively adout 300
oot west of the said Miles erossing and about 1600 Zeot south
of the zald orossing located about four miles south of San Luis
Obispo shell De abandonsd and 610sed o the uce of the public.

(4) The Commission reserves the right 0 meke such
further orders relative to the location, constrnction, operation,
naintenance and protection of seid crossings as to it may seom
right and proper, and to revoke its permission if, in its Jizdg-
ment, the public convenience and necessity demand such aotion..

Dated at San Prancisco, Californis, this (.iy&_ dsy of
Decenbexr, 1917,




