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In the iatter of the lpplication )
of SUTHERLIIDTS MIAJUANA STAGES }
for cortificate of public conven- )
lence and necossity to operate a - )
stage service between the city of )
San Diego and the city of Calexico.)

ARPLICATION 0. 3387.

C. H. Van Winkle for Jipplicant

Warren . Libby Lor Piclkwick Stsges,
2rotestant.

m

. loxgan £oxr United Stages, Srotest-
ante

Geo. . Waddell forxr Wnite Star Stage
lino, 2rotestent.

SY TEE COMLIsSsIOXN.

Maxisns Gear, omaer of Sutherland’s Tiajuasns Stages,
through F. 4. Sutherland as Genorsl Mager, requests that the
Raflrosd Commission mske its order declaring that public counven-
flence and necessity reguire the operution by applicant of an su-
tomobile stage sexvice &g & coummon carrier of passengers and hag-
gage betwoen San Diego and Calemico.

The following ie & description of the equipment proposed
10 be weged In thisz service:

Stato license
ware of Car Seating Canacity Horse 2ower Juphexr

Chandler (1917} Seven wvassengers 27 143740
Chandler (1917) v v 29: 280617
Chendler (1917} " 29 23875

Chexdlexr: (1917) - 29 256912
Eupmobile (1917) Pive 22 246391
Zupmonile (1917) " 22 246392




applicant proposes to operaie on & schedule of one
rouxrd trip dsily between San Diego and Calexico via the Imperial
*fa.lley Road and the State Zighway and to serve &s intemeii&te
the commmities at Cottonrwood, Rrotrero, Campo, Werren's Raxnch,
3ouleverd, Jacumbe, lomntein Springs, Coyote Vells, Dixieland,
Seeley and Z1 Centro.

ke rates of fare proposed t¢ be charged by applicsnt
wore set forih in sn exnibit acconpmying the application.

i public kearing was held by ExeminerZncell at San

Diego on Jemary 4, 1918, the matior was duly subnltted and f.s

now rea2dy for decision.

| ipplicant relies upon the alleged increase of trai#‘.’ic
vetween Son Diepo and the Imperisl Valley &z thoe fact that the
proposed servico will provide through ¢axs between Sex Diego and
Calexico, present routes regquiring a change of cars at EL Centro.
also woon the expectation of & corslidersble volume of dusiness
originating at or desatined to points below the lexicen 'boi'der
snd pessirg through Calexico, & port of extry. The applicaxnt
has proposed rates that are lower than those e:stablished‘. by the
- companies a.f present onerating in this territory wnd steles that
Yy reason of superior civantages in the purchase of materiel and
supplies and methods of conducting operaiion that eaxple profit
will zeswit Zrom the proposed estadlishment of sexvice.

ir. Zdwsrd Dool, Zxesident of the Zoard of Irustees

of the City of Calexico, teostified as to the rupid increase in
"the pdpula.‘tien trivutary to thet city and that Colexice, by the as-
sessor?s census, now contained abouwt 4000 people. Iexicali,
situated across the ilexican border, has also a.'po‘pula.tion of ap~-
proximately 4000 people. Thowe are also renches and intermediate
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populetion that would be sexrved if alditionsl stege service were

insugursted. This Witmess was of the opinfon that the conven-
ience of “the ,éublic desiring tremsportation by amto stege would
be  sexved by the establishment of a ‘chi'ough gervice betw;a‘en San
' Diego =nd .Ca:l.cxi.co for the reacon that the necessity foxr changing
stages 2% 2Ll Cextro wbuld 'be eliminated, and that the genexdl sen-
timent of niz communi‘cy was in favor of the establichment of the
proposed L.no .Heo :eurther stated tha.* additional service would
be .2 necessity in the cummer months but was uot S0 at this time.
It appeaxrs that some d.if:ﬁicul‘oy hes beon e:merienced. in the vpast
at the transfer point at Il Cem:ro a.nd that in a few Iinstances
n&s,engerf' have been oblige& $0 walt over for & o'ta.go :tollom.ng
'dca.'t advertised for the dlrect commectioxn, but sueh ingtances a.p_-’
ve ax 40 have veen due o nisunderstending as t0 reservation made
Zor the Z1 Centro = San Diego nortion of the trin.

Brbtosts.nts testified as to conditions of operation and
traflic on ;che oroposed route and that twmenty stage compaxies had
'oéen engag;ée. in e traffic between Sex Diego snd the Imperial
.Vs.lley within a period o2 Live years, all ofwi.i‘oh: i.a.a withdrawn
froz the business. The Pickwick Stages are noxmnily operating
4o 65% of their carrying capacity on scheduled trips and estimate
that 10 to 15 _'oe:' cont. 0f their dusines:s beltween San Diego and
BX Centro or‘f.ginates 2% oY iz destimed to Collexfco. The White |
Star Stege Line estimates that about 10% of their San Diego ~ |
Z1 Centro traffic oxiginates at or ic destined 1o Calexico and
thet avout 30% of such traffic iz destined to other pointe in
the Impexial Va.l'l.ey.. Thie line iz at presext operaiting witk
en average of one-teird of the seating capacity of cars oz reogular
scheduled trips not occupied. |

The United Steges, operating on the E1 Contro - Son
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Diogo run axd also between 21 Centro snd Calexfico, estimate that
vut 60% of the business formerly enjoyed between 2L Centro axd

Calexico now remains, due to e closing of the p»oﬁr‘t: of Colexico

and the incbility of oatrors to cross into Lexico unless pravided

with passports.

e United Steges, opoerating out of Z1 Cezatro to Saxz
Diege Curing the moxnths of Loy 10 august, inclusive, handle pes-—
senzers to the full seating copacity of their equipment, but dur-
ing the remsining momthe of the year operste st but 80% of tholxr
scating copecity. Out of San Diego for Z1 Centro, during the
months of lny to iugust, inelusive, mwt over 40% of the szeating
capocity of the stages o'n’ rogularly scheduled trips is utilized
exd during the remaining montss of the year 20% of the cecting
copacity of the regulerly scaeduled stages is vacant. Inis line
_estinates that under noxmal conditions and prior 0 the tinxe
that the passport regulations were impoced or porsons desiring to
exter lexzico, ter per cemt. of the business hundled on the Sm
Diogo~El Centro route oxiginated at ox was destined % Calexico.

After carefnl consideration of all the evidence in tais
proceeding, we are 0 the opinion that wialle some .*.ncohvenience
may be recessary in commection with o change of steges at Z1 Cen-
tro by pocsengers 0 or from Saxn Dlioge who may originate at ox
be destined to Calexico, ihe service already rendered by ostab-
lished lines is not patronized to copacilty and there was no
shomg that the established limes are not eguipped to satisfactor-
ily care for all buﬁness‘ ofLorine between theze points. The
Commisefon has repestedly held in these matters that the public
convenience and mecessity is the deciding factor rathex thsn the

dezire of any trangportation company 10 ontexr the f£ield on any
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particuler route. In this procceding the applicarnt has expressed
& dosire 1o eervie” tze rute botween Scn Diego sud Calexico at a
reduced ré.te of fare ard has set forta thaet superior mansgement
axnd, reduced ¢ost of material and supplies Justify suwch reductior..

The Commission, however, camot ignore the testimony
thet meny stage lines hawve been uwnadle to profitably coanduct the
operation of the »roposed route which traverses rough, mountain-
oug comntry f£rom Sem Diego until the Imperial Valley is reached,
and the further fact that the present schedunled capacity of the
trips oflerod by the established routes ig considerably Ln excoss
of the d.émands of the traveling public.

Ve ore of the opiniorn and 2imd asz a fact that the pub-~

1i¢c convenionce ond necessity do not reguiroe the establishment

of a stege line by the applicant between Sgn Diego and Celexico.

oz

Larlene Gear, owner of Sutherlaend's Tielunans Stages,
through ¥« L. Sutherlend as General lenagex, having filed o
spplication requecting trhat the Radlroad Commission make Ltc
order declering that public convenlence snd necessity regquire
the operation by the spplicsnt of sutomodbile stage service as 2
coxmon carrier of pacscongers and baggsge vetween Ssm Diego and
Celexico, a public hearing having "been held, the matier having
been submitted end being now rezdy for decision, |

TEE RAILRCAD COMDISSION HEREEY DECLLEES that public

converience und pecessity 4o not regquire the operation o7




Morfane Gear as owner of Sutherlsnd’s 2isjusna Stages 0f sutomo-
bile stage sexvice as & common carrier of pasgengers and baggege
betweon San Diego erd Calexico, and

IZ IS EZREBY ORDERED that this apylication be and the
same hereby is denieé..

Dated ot San Prancisco, Califorzia, this 3 Jﬁ&aw of

Januery, l1l918.
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Commissioners.-




