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Defoendsnte

Tiozel 4. Johmston, £or Complainant.
Frank Xsrr, for Defendant.

GORDON, Commisaioner.
SQ2INICE
Seaside Park Property Owners® Lssociatiorn &lleges

that the infrequent street car service rendered dy the Racific
Electric Railwsy Compsny to the portion of the city of Long Beach

koown &g Sesside Park has seriounsly impaired the propexty values

in such district and has resulted in a materisl loss of fares
which would accrue to the Pacific Blectric Rallway 1if & nore fre-
quent service were to be given. Complainant requests an oxder
of the Commission requiring a service oz a twenty-minute hesdway
and that a comnection be made with the main line wrain due W
leave Los Augeles for Long Beach st 11.15 Il

The deferdant £iled its answer denying the allegations

of the complaint and alleging that the present service 1s reason~
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able in that extira asarvice ls provided whemever the same ’13 jus=-
tified by the requirements of wraffic, and that s reagonadle ger—
vice wiich shonld be placed in effect would de the elimination of
all local service after the hour of 7.45 BX and the subatitnticn
of two through trains to Seaside Park, ssmo to be & camtinmation
of the msin line traine now leaving Los Angelee for Long Beach

&t 9.00 2K and 11.15 B respectively.

4 public hearing was held at Long Beach on Pebruery 8,
19218, the matter was duly submitted ard is now ready for decision.

Tho so~called Seagide DPark ILine of the Pacific Electric
Rallway Company 18 & portion of the Long Beach City Idine system.
The line wes originslly constructed approximately fﬂtegn years
ggo and was an extension of the Los Angeles = I.ohg Beach ILine snd
formerly all through trains from and %o Los dngeles ran to Seagide
Park. The service as an extension of the main line was discon-
tinned some years &go and the line was thereafter operated &s a
portion of the sgystem of city line sexrvice in Lorg Besch. Ix the
fall of the yesr 1915 a general reduction ¢of service was made Dy
the Pacific Blectric Bsilway on 21l lines sxd the service on the
Seagide Park Line was oha.ngéa from & twenty-minute hesdway dmring
the ontire day t¢ a thirty-minute headwsy wnitil 6.45 PM snd hounr-
1y sexrvice theresfter until 1Il.45 PX

It is alleged that the infrequent caxr service durxing the
evening hours has rotarded the development of the section known
a8 Seaside Park a:!.'tb.ough witnesseg Lor complainant tegtiflied that
resl ogtate valmes had decreased about 40% since the yesr 2915
end that vroperty used £o0r rentel purposes had now to be rented
for sbout 25% less than could formerly be secured. A decrease
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in the valne of properiy has slso been mxde by sssessment for tex
levy by epproxinmstely 25% It was sdmitted that the depreciation
in vslues wes due % & nuzber of causes and not entirely to the
¢ar line schedules.

Xo automoblle bus competition exists %o interfere with

the traffic of the Pacific Electric Redilway oz the Seaside Park
line. '

It was stated that spproximately 400 to 500 families
resided in the Seaside Paork district amd would receive the benefit
of an Iincreased cer service, wrich mé particularly necessaxry dux-
ing the evening hours.

Checks made by the Pacific EBlectric Rellwsy ‘were present—
ed as exhidbits at the hearing and the travel during the evening
when the hourly service is effective was as follows:

Septembexr 24 to 25, 1917 y inclusive.

Outvound from
Long Boeaoh.

Time. 9/24 . 9/25 9/26 9/27 9/28 9/29
Xo. Pasas. XNo, Pass. No. Pacs. No. Pass. Xo. Pass. No. Pass.

6445 21U
745 PM
8.45 22X
9.45 U
10.45 P

Daily Average: o
*8 5~1/3 8~1/2 7=1/6  4=2/3 3 o

iversge pexr txip for perlod of Cheek ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-1%/18
Inbound to Long Beach. ‘ ‘

oulbhousn

6.52 B
752 2N
8.52 R
10.02 B
11.07 BX
11.565 2K

Daily Aver. 1/3 2=1/6 1-1/2 1~5/6 ~
Average pexr trip £or Period OL CRECK v v o o o o o o o o o o o o o .1-;49;
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A later check in the month of Jemuary, 1918, shows the
following resgult:
Jamwery 10 and 21, 1918.
Jutbound from Long Besch Inbound to Long Boach
Jen. 10. Jem. IX. Jan. 10 . Jem. 1l.

Mme No. Pass. 'Ko. Pass. Time 0. Pacss. ISié. 2888.

645 2K ¢ ‘ 6.52 2
745 2L 4 7T.52 2
8.45 21 10 8.52 2U

10.45 2K 6 - 11.07 2&

11.45 2 2 11.55 BX

Daily iver. & 4=2/3 ' 1-1/6 2-1/6

ﬁ&ﬁ"é"&ﬁiﬁﬁf‘f’. e« o o 4=5/6 I R Tk

Ratos between ILong Beach and Los ingelec are also ap-

plicadle to Seaside Park and on local travel in Tong Beach oll lo=~
cal lives transfer %o and from the Seaside Park lize without addi-
tional fare. It appesrs that the Pacific Eleciric Reilwsy Compaxy
contemplated an epplication o the Commisslon for permission to
abandon service on the Seaside Park line for the reason that it wae
an unprod.uctive branck of thelr system and was not producing suf-~
:';f—.cieﬁ‘: revenue 4o neet operatinz expensesg, ':éxes snd £ixed chargese.
At present this line I1s sexrvirg the shipyard industry snd specisl
cars are run during the working houwrs to sccommodate the workmer

in that industry. The recoxrd of trefflic d&wring the evening hours
is conclusive that the residents of the Seaside Psrk district do
not patronize the lrca.r gorvice during that periocd and there was

1o evidence presented on bdbebalf of complainante that ig cmvirneing
that any nore patrovage wonld be obtained if more frequent ser-
vice were t0 be ordored during the evening hours.
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The xeduction of service to two round trips after 7T.45 2L
smeh trips to afford through service from Los Angeles, does nol
indicate that axy particular revenue would be derived 'a.nd e cost
of operating the heavier cars uged on the Los Angeles - Long Beach
line to care for this service would closely approximste suy =Aving

to be dexrived from the reduction in hourly service now given by the

uge of the small 1o¢al cars.

After osxeful consideration of all the evidence in this
proceeding, I am of the opinion that the traffic on the Seaside Park
1ine of the Decific Electric Railway does not Jjustify & change
from the present thirty-minute hesdwsy during the dsy matil 6.4 R
and hourly service thereafter wotil 1L.45 PU, to & stralght tweaty~-
minute heedwsy throughout the entire day. . Also that 2o material
saving could be made by the defendsnt cdmpany if permiseion were
granted to eliminste the howrly sexrvice after 7.45 m'ana. mbeti=
tate two through trains from Los Angeles in lieu thereof., I skhall,
therefore, recommend that the complaint be dismissed and submit
the following form of order: '

GRDEZXR
A public hearivg having been nold in the above entitled
proceeding, the matter having besyn duly swbmitted and now ready
for decislon snd the Commission being fully sdvised snd delisving
that the complaint should be dismissed for the reasons set foxrth




in the preceding opinion,
IT IS EEZEBY ORDERED, That this complaint be and the
same hereby is dismissed.

The foregoing opinion sxnd order are heredy approved aud
ordered filed as the opinion smd order of the Railrosd Commission
of the State of Californis. |

- ’
Dated at Sen Francisco, Californis, this ,%07K_cla.y of
February, 1918.

Commissioners..




