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BEZFORE THE RAILZOLD COMMISSION OF TZE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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CITY O RIVERSIDE, a municipal
corporation,
Complainant,
p, J. T
SOUTEERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COIPANY,

2 corvoration,
Defoendant.
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L. E. Windoer and L. C. Kelley Zor complainant.
Praznk Xarr for Racific Electric Company.
Prank B. Austin £or tho Soutkern Pacific R.R.Co.

GORION, Commissionoer.

In tais complaint the City of Riverside alleges that
s wooden dridge of the Southern Pacific Railrosd Company (Southerz
Pacific Coméaay) over Noxrth Main Street in Riverside is dangexrous
t0 ugers of the highway decause of impaired cleaéances; and agks
the Commission t0 regquire the Railroad Company 10 remove Or ro-
construct it 90 it will conform in eppesrance 10 the improved
righwey with comerote retainling wells which it spans, and a
railroad bridge of the Riverside, RialTo and Pacific Rallroad
whick {8 locatoed sbout 290 feet distant from 4% end ig built of
re-inforced concrete with & c¢lear span over the roadwey of &0 Lt.

mis case wes hoard and submitted on lisy 23, 1917, axd
nas remained wndecided bvecause of advices rocoiveayfrom the com=
plaipent that sx agreement would probably be reached with the
Reilrond Compsny which would smicably settle the questions raised.
Tt now appeare that 1o suck sgreement iz possible.

The bridge in question ic & franed t*estle with two

copereto abutments and three timber bonts resting on concrete




pedestals. TFrom face to face ol abutments the dlstence is 438"
whick is divided by the bdents into four spans, two on the outsidé
®or sidewslks of 6T10T™ ocach, and two in the centoxr Lor driveways'
meesuring L5' eack, these distanées voing from the face 0% gbut-
ments and the centere of the timber bents. In the rozdwey the
concrete pedestals, which are long enomgh 10 provide Lor o double
track oridge, narrow the morizontsl clearanmce to 10710. The
vridge it very rarely used dy the Southern Racific Company, but

the Pacific Electric can use it conveniently and negétiations

were under way to transfer to that Company when they were interrupted

by the filing of this complaint.

North Main Street ic one of the main thoroughfares of
Riverside and is heavily traveled. The C4ity kas recently spent
$35,000 in improving it, and I am entirely in sympathy with the
mish of the people t0 have the present unsightly Southern Pocific
bridge either removed oY ro—conotructed to f£it ite surrouxndings.
At +he same time I do not believe the Commission, during the
prosent emergency, sbould reguire public wiilities 10 spend more
on improvemente than is absolntely necessary snd the issue here
snould be narrowed strictly to meking this bridge gsafe, postponing
other considerations during the Suration oI the wars

Mhero is no doudt that the present clearances of 10'10™
on the rosdwey - 1'2" less than the minimum prescrided by the
Commission in its Generdl Ordor No. 26 on %he subject of Clegrances -
ere unsafe Zor the operation oF antomobiles snd motor trucks in
8 gwoway o2 this sort, and the Railroad Company should be required
+o widen them. T+ can roadily be done without constructing

o new bridge et an estimated expendliture of $10,000. I£ the
concrete pedestels under the roadway vents were cut down flusk

with the sidee of the bvents, snd tke braces on the sides of the
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bent wore replaced by braces between the Po3ts vno roadwey
could be made adowt 14 LY. wide at & small expengo. This in~
crogse of 3'ZT In the width of the roadway will remove the
danger to & lurge extont, but as an additional safoguard the
poxtion of The roedwey pedestsls duwilt for tho socond track

Shovld be removed to shorten the length of the SULWLY &8 mueh

I recommend vhe Tollowing form of order:-

ORDEER

Tee City of Riverside reving complaeined to the Come

-

mizsion regarding & dridge of the Southers Pacific Ralilroad Conm~
poxy (Southern Reeific Compeny] over Jorti Kain Street in River-
side and a pudlic hearing having beea held snd the Commission.
belioving that tae horizontal clearsnces should be incressed

ené other changes made,

1T IS ZEREIRY ORDERED tnat ninety (90) Gays from %he

date of this order the Southern Pacific Company shedl make the
ckhenges in this bridgze cet forth in the lust parsgrovh of the
Toregoing opinion.

The Zoregoing opinion and order are nereby anproved
- mad ordered filed ss the opinion and order of the Railrosd COﬁ-
miscion of the State of Californis.

Datod at Ses Frameisco, Californis, tils 02/“¢4/

Cay of February, 1l918.
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