DECISIOX NO.

ZEPCRE THE RLIZROLD COLLIIZSION OF IES STATE OF CLIIFORNIL.

In the Xatter of the Aspplication
of 2ACIFIC ZIICIRIC RATLWAY COLRD=-
LNY for authority to abvandon ard
remove 4,262 feet of itz rallroad
tracks on Occen Avenuve, in the

City of Senta lonica, Celifornia.

APPLICATION NC. 3343.

et B N Yo Y

Irank Zarr, for applicant.

V. R. Xelveas, City attorney,
Zor City of Santa lonica,
Protestant.

CORDOK, Commissioner.

Pacific Electric Zadlway Company, a corporation, has
applied to the Railroad Commission £or an order awthorizing the
abandorment 02 1ts lime of railroad in the City ¢of Samta lonica

located on the northwesterly side of Ocean avenwe, between the
southeasterly lize of lontana .avenue and the point of commection
with ite Sante lonics Boulevard Iine Just moxrth of the scutheast~
erly line of Samte Momice Bouleverd, & distsnce of 4,262 feet,
2or the reason that the treffic 1s extremely light and does not
produce revenne equal to the cost of operation and that demsnds
of the City of Ssute Monica for the installation of paving with
conecrete base snd sephelt wearing surface, and the substitution

of grooved girder rail of & weight of 127 pounds % the yard
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will necezsitate en expenditure for reconstruction of approximately
Seventy Thousand ($70,000.00} Dollars.
A pudlic hearing wes held at Sants Monlcs on December 13,
1917, the matter was duly submitted and is now ready for docision.
The track proposed to be absndomed is a portion of the
¢city lines operated by the Pacific Electric Ruilwey in the City
of Santa lonica and is also usged by the so=called Westgate line of
through cars from Ios ingeles. The Ocean Avenue lixne is located

on the rorthwesterly side of Ocean Avenue, between Senta Monica

Boulevard snd Montene Lvenue. Ocesn Averme beitween said points,

except the portion occuplied by the reilroad of the applicaxt, is
paved with concrete base poving with aspbalt weexing gurface.
mae City of Sants Lonicae has demanded the paving of the portion
of Ocean Avenue occupied under Zranchise by the tracks of the
applicent, such paving 1o be wndex the same specifications as
wore used in the paving of the highwey poriion of Ocean Avenue,
+he demend being mede under the provisions of Sectlon 2 of Or-
dinance 339 as pessed by the City Council of Sente lonica on
Septembexr 4, 1900, granting to Los Logeles = RPacific Railrosd,
its suecessors and assigns, & franchise for the construction and
and operation of an electric railwey on axd along Ocean Avenue
for & period of 2ifty years, said Sectlon 2 resding ss L£ollows:
rsoction 2. The track along the said streets and

avermes sforesald saall be laid even with the surfece

or with the established grade, end in case the City shall

pave any Street or avenue durlng the existence of this

eranchise, the said grantee and sassigns ghell pave in

s similer memmer thode poritions of the streets and avenues

1ying between the tracks and between the reile, and for

two feet on each side thereof.” ‘

The Pacific Blectric Railvay Company is the successor

{n interest to the Ios Angeles = Pacific Bailroad Company «
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The installation 0% the type of paving required by the
terms of Special Ordinsnce Mo. 634 adopted by the City COuﬁcil :
of the City of Sants Monica on Decexber 13, 1915, and by the temEs
of Special Ordinance No. 621, asdopted by the City Council of the
City of Sexnta lonica on October 11, 1915, would require the exntlre
reconstruction of the double track street railroad ova::‘ the portion
o2 Ocean Lvenme which i1s sought to be abdbandoned, and the substitu-
tion o_:ﬂ grooved girder rail of a weight of 127 pounde to the yard
for the present tee rail waick woighs 60 pounds to the yard.

The estimated originel value of the track and ovexrheald
construction proposed to be adardoned is $24,320.00, the cost of
renovel is estimated at $2,400.00, and the cost of paving the
right-of-way cccupied by the tracke proposed to be abendomed in
comtomi'tvaith the roquirements of the ordinance ¢f the City of
‘Santa Yonics. 18 estimated at $19,000.00; & total of §45,720.00
The salvage value of the old materlsl to be xecovered 1s es‘timaﬁed.
at £7,248.00, or & net expense of $38,472.00 whichwwould be charged
as & loss 42 the tracks were to be zbandoned.

I2 tke tracks are to be rehabilitated and the paving
1ngtalled as reguired by the City of Saxnta lonice an estimated
expenditure of $86,200.00 would be inemrred and in view of the
1imited earnings snd the deficit now slleged to result from the
operation of this portion of the Pacitic Electric lines, the ap~
plicant prefers to abandon service, rexove the tracks and pave

the gbandoned right-of~wsy &t en estimated expexse of $38,472.00

rether than incur sn expenditure o2 over $86,000.00 uwpor wiich no

raturn conld be secured.

It appears that the traffic derived from the operatioxn
of the portion of the line proposed to be abandoned doos mot Jus-

-3~




tify tke invesfment of additional capital and checks of travel as
submitted by the spplicant show an average of dut 20 passengers

per day off ad on the local cars on Ocesn Lvenue between Sante
Monica Bounlevard and liontens. ivemnue, and &1 average of 7 passengers.
on and 0ff <the through cars operated from Los Lngoeles to Santa
Monsca via Westgate snd Sawtelle. Results from s fouwr day check

made in the momth of Qectober, 1917, indicate a collection of thirty-

two tickets and the suz of §2.90 in Zive-cent cash fares. On the
basic of crediting o 2ull Live-cent fare for ecach passenger hoard-
ing or leaving the carsg on the portion of track proposed to be
abandoned, the total receipts properly creditable to this portion
of the line would everage $1l.12-1/2 per dsy. The estimated
delly operating expense iz $7.36, covering the Lorty round trips
operated by the local csrs and the estimated ampusal coct of medn=—
tenance of track and overhead structure Zoxr the yesxr ending June
30, 1917, was $2515.00, the track msintensnce including & consi-
derable exponditure f£or remewal 0f track, speclial work waich is
in “ce nature 02 an extraordinary expenditure.

It ig appeorent that the twaffic handled over thls por~
tion of the line is unrenvnerative and does rot ogual the cost
of operation and meintensnce, texes and fixed charges, Or any
return uwpon the value ¢f the invesiment.

' It eppoars that several efforts have been madeby the
spplicant to effect & compromise with the CLty Council o2 the City
of Sante ionica, wheredy some modification of the paving specifi-
cations might become effective, three of the suggested plons be-

irg as follows:




1. Take wp track in Ocean Avenue. lMoke track comneoiion
with Westgaete Zine at Mortsne Avenue, thence across to & comuection
with *he Third Street Line.

2. Absndon amd remove trackage on Ocesn Averme including a
vortion of privete right-of-way back to Fourth Street. Zvild
acroas Pourth Street to existing track ox lontame avexue, toexreby
afforiing commection with Third Street Iine.

3. Construct commecting track across Ocesn Averue Vis Idaho
Street.

None of the proposed compromises heve been accopted by

the City Council of the City of Sexnta Monlca, nor has any modifi-

cation been secured as %o the expensive type of paving required

on Ocesn Avenue by Specisl Oxdinsnce No. 621 and Specisl Ordinance
No. 634, although &x offer has been made by the zpplicent 1o ins‘tali
o cement eurb line or %o continme the maintenance axd operstion
of the %rack without paving. Rermission to sbandon the track on
Ocoan Avenme hes sleo been dexied by the C1ty Comneil o the City
of Santa lonice.

It appesrs from the evidence in this proceeding that
all poseidle efforts have been wede ﬁy the applicant to meke some
adjuetuent that will permit of the continued operation of an wn-
profitable portion of their 1ine as represented by the tracks on
Ocean Avezve, Senta lonics, as sought to be abandoned in this pro~-
ceeding. It further sppesrs taal the continnod maintenance and
operstion of the tracks is not justiffied by the patronage glvexn
by the traveling public azd that 1t would be an economic loss
to incressge the cepital investment necéasary +0 rensbilitate the
trocks in the memmer necessary £o comply with the ordinences of
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the City of Sants Monica requiring the expenéive typo of paving,
In view of the limited asmount of traffic handled over the portion
of line sought to be abandoned, I cannot recommend the substitn= ,
tion of any 6:8 the former compromises suggested by the spplicant
to the City Comncil of the City of Santa Monica, as any of the
proposod compromises would require an additionsl capital :anos'z-
ment whickh is not justified Dy the present or prospective tra..fﬁc
Yo be hendled. It appears thst there is opposition by interested
residents of all of the proposed compromise plens and aleo to the

proposed abandonment.

The Pacific Electric Railway Company has for some years

operated at & deficit. In view of such fact, and from the testimony
in this proceeding, I em unwilling to recommend the expenditure of
& very considorable sum of money, eithexr for the roha‘bilitiation of
the present tracks here aoughf to be sbandoned snd as required by
the expensive type of paving or for any com;oroﬁisé plan, when it
ie ciea:rly apperent that such expenditure wowld be an economic waste
and one upon which no return on the investment comnld reasonadly be
expected.

ifter careful comsideration of all the evidence in this
Proceeding, I am of the opinion end find ae & fact that the con-
tinued meintenance and operation of the trecks of the Pacific
Electric Railway Company om Qcesn Avenne, Santa llonica, between
Senta lonica Boulevard amd Montans Avenue, i3 pot Justified in
that sufficlent patronage ic not accorded such portion of the

line by the traveling pudblic, Porticularly im view of the present
{inenciel condition of the company.




I recommend tkat the application be granted subject to
the condltions appearing in the following suggosted form of order: |

A public hearing having beer held in the above-catitled
proceeding, &xnd the matter having been duly submitted aznd the Com=~
micsion being fully adviced and basing its order on the finding of
fact as set forth in the foregoing opinion,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the application of tho Pacific
Zlectric Rallway Company for permission 10 abandom and remove its
double track line of rallroad on Ocean Avenue in the City of Sants
Xonica, hetween Sa.nta. Mopnica Boulevard snd Montana Avenne, De and
the same hereby is granted, subject to the following conditions:

l. The portion of Ocosn Avenue occupied dy the right-of-
way &8 granted by Ordinance 339 of the City Council of the City of
Sants Monica under date September 4, 1900, shall, after the removal
of the tracks and overhesd comstruction, be paved in accordsnce Witk
the recuirments of the City Comncil of the .Ci'by of Santa Monica.

2. The removal of the tracks herein authorized skall be

accompliéhed within sixt‘y days £xom the effective date of this order,

snd the peving of the right-of-way in sccordance with tho reguire~
ments 02 the City of Senta Xonica shall be completed Wwithin thirty
daye theresfter.

The Commission reserves the right to make such further




oxders in this vroceeding &g 1o it may appear right and proper.

The forepoing opinion and order are hereby &pproved and
oxdered f£iled as the opinion and order of the Railxoed Commission
of the State of California. |

»

Dated et San Francisco, Californis, this A/ %~ day of
?ebruaxy, 1918 .

COmmissioners.




