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I. B. Potter, for Applicants. 

BY THE COMMISSION. 

OPIN'ION' 

Thi~ is & ~etition by Frank PellisBier nnd E. S. Moore. 

of Benton, :Mono County, California.,. hereinsj"ter rorex-red. to as the 

petitioners, asking that the Railroad Commieeion make its order de­

claring that ~ublic convenience and nocessity require the exerciae 

by petitioners of the right~ and privileges granted to th~ by Or­

dinance No. 120 by t2:lc Board of Supervisors of. Mono County, ed.opted 

on April 4, 1917, and of similar ri~ts 3nd privileges granted to 

the:l. "0:1 Ord.ino.nce No. l59 'by the Board of Supervisors of Inyo County, 

ad.opted on July 12, 1917, involving the construction and operation 

of linoo for telephone and telegra.ph purpoees, and the collection of 

rentz, tolls and. charges for the ~ublic use thereof. 

,A public. hearing was held in Bishop, Cali! ornie, on AUg\1St 

22, 1917, in the mo.tter of the Mono Co'.mty !ranchise, and So further 

hea=ing was held in San Franciaco on Nove~er 26, 19l7, in the ~ter 

of the Inyo County !ranchize. 

gran~ing 0: this petition .. 

No one appeared in o~position to the 

Ordinance No. 120 ot the Boa.rd or Supervisora or Mono 

Count7, adopted on April 4, 1917, gr4nted to the ~etit10ner8, their 

successors and assigns, for a. l'eriod of fifty years from and a.'!ter 
'. 



the tourth day'ot May, 1917, the right to erect, conetruct, o~er&te 

and ~ntain a telephone and telegraph line. together with the neees-

3a:ry appurtens.ncea thereto, and the right to receive and tra.ne=it 

telephone and telegraph ~essage8 and to collect. rents, tolls and 

chargee, therc~or, oV'er, along and. upon allot tbe :!;)ub11c roadlS and 

hignways, outside o! incorporated cities and towns, in ~he following 

townshipG in Mono County, to wit: 

Townships IN •• 1 S., Z S., :5 S., 4 S., 
Range 32 East., and tOW:lah11's 4 S., and 
S S., Range 33 East l' Xount Diablo :BaBe 
anI! :.a;eridian. 

Ordinance No. 159 of the Board of Supervisors 01: Inyo County, 

adopted on July 12, 1917, gr~to ei~ilsr privileges to those granted 

by Ordin3nce No. 120 of Mono County, continuing for a period of twenty­

five years trom and atter A~st 12, 1917, over, along and upon all or 
the public roo.ds and highwa.ys, outside of incorporated cities and tOWll3, 

in the following townahipe i~ Inyo County, to wit: 

TOw.tlshi:i)B 6 s.., and 7 S., in Ranee 33 Eazt, 
M01.1nt Diablo Ba.se and. Meridian. 

Each of theae ordinances contains provisions With rete~enco 

to the location of polos and wires and to the pay,ment, after a period 

of five years, of 2% of the grosz receipts to the ~es~oetivo eountion. 

The franchisee alEO contain other prOVisions to which it is not neees­

sar:t here' to z:efer. 

The coet to petitioner~ or securing each ot theae·!ranchisoe 

wa.s ae :f"ollows: 

Mono' County Frnnehise: 

Ad.vertising 
(No-publication of ordinance coet) 
:Price ot Franchise 

Inyo County Franchise: 

Ad.vertising 
?~b11cation of Ordinance 
P~ent for Franchiee 
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Totc.l -

Tota.l -

$ 43.00 

5.00 

$ 48.00 

$ 38.00 
28.00 
10=00 

$ 76.00 



Petitioners-desire to construct S "single" or "grounded" 

toll 11~e on ,01e3 or suitable dimensions, extending fro~ the town 

limite of Bishop in Inyo County, through Cha.lfa.nt_ Ramill Sta.tion, 

Eenton Station and Pellis3ier Ranch in Mono County, to a ~oint on 

the California-Nevada state line o~poBite the town of ~ueen8, the 

l~tter town being within the State or Nevada, and to. establish ~Ublic 

toll etations at each of these pOints, except a.t :ai'shop .. It ,is al~o 

desired to con3truct, in addition to this toll line and on the aace 

line of poles, a 8u::"f'icient number of subscribers' lines to provide 

service tor the various ranchers and otl::.crs aJ.ong ita general route .. 

It is pro~oeed to connect these ~ro~oeed linee at the town limits o! 

the town of Eiaho, with the 3YSt~ of Interstate Telegraph Company, 

a eor~oration doing a general telephone and telegraph bUBiness, for 

service to and from Bishop 3%ld points beyond. Interstate Telegra:;>h 

Company is willing to establish this connection with petitioners' 

lines. 

, The rates wnich petitioners desire to place in effect for 

toll sw1tch1ng 'between these various ata.tionB and for service tor 
~ancherB 3nd. othera slone this route are set !orth in petitioners' 

schedUles of :proposed ra.tes d.a.ted October 27, 1917, and filed with 

the Railroad Commission .. 

Petitioners state that there are no other telephone lines 

now operate~ by othor pu'blic utilities with wnieh the pro~08ed linea 

will compete in any portion of the territory through which it is pro-

posed to construct and operate their lines. They adm.1 t tha.t there 

ie now 3. telegra.ph line operated. by The Weztor.1 'Onion Telegraph C'om­

pa:c.y along the line 0'£ railroad o! the j;eva.da.-C&.1iforni& 'branch 0: 

Southern Pacific Co~pany, and. which will be par311elled tor aome dia­

ta:1ee by the propo·eed toll line, 'but state that the :prop~ned line Will 
(the Western 'Onion line) 

not compote with this Weetern Union line aince i~i8 not,u&ed &1$ a toll 

line. 

-~ ... 



PetitionerG' reasona ~or desiring to construct and operate 

telephone lines within the territory hereto!ore deeeribe4 are that 

this territo~y is nOW without telephone or telegraph serviee, that 

it ie re.motely located from eenters of pop~latio~, ~ot only in miles 

but in time ~equire' to cover th~ dietanee, occasioned by poor roads 

and ~rezent available means or co~unicatio~, that there is a coneider­

e.ble popUlation throughout this terr1tory,. and tha.t the proposed. ser­

~ico 18 tor the public eonvenience ~~ necos8ity. Petitioners do 

not i~tend now to incorporate~ but propo~e to provide the nece8~ary 

finances from their perconal tunds. They propocc to personally con­

struct ~he neeeB8~y lines, ~terial for which it is estimated ~ll 

cost a~proximately $lOOO.OO to $1200.00. Petitione~e ostim&te that, 

due to weather and cl~tie conditions whioh are encountered in the 

mo~ntain3 w~e.rethe necessary ~oles m~st be secured, the proposed linee 

will not be eompleted before the l&tter ~art o! the year 1916. 

With re!erence to the rates whioh ~etitiocers ,ropo&c to 

make effective, the schedules ~bove referred. to ·include ~ate~ between 

;points within Csl1forn1a. and. the town ot Q,ueena within the St::.te or 

Neva4a. 'rhie Co::nniseion ia, ot course, without jurisdiction to auth­

orize rates for interstete bUsiness. An to the =~ainine r~tes pro­

vided for i~ the propoeed schedules, it cannot be determined wnether 

they are just and reaconable until ~ctitioner~' lines shall have been 

in oper~tion tor ~ nu!!icient ti~0 to dete~ine the recult ot a~ply­

ing the~. 'rhe7 are ei=il~ to the rates now cha=eed for Bi:dln: 

aervice in a.djo.cent territory, however, and. we see no .o'bjeet.io~ a.t 

this t1::e to permitting them to be made effective. 

U~der the eircu=ztanee~, this petition should, in ou= opinion, 

be granted~ subj cct to the conditions contained in the following order. 

O!\:::>ER 

Frank Pel113c1cr ond E. S. ~oore, ~etitionerG herein, having 

filed the ~bove entitled application asking the Ra1lro~d C~iB8io~ to 
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make its order a& specified in the opinion herein. and ~ublic hear- , 

inge having boen held on s~1d a»p~1c&tion.-

THE RAIIaOAD C~ij!J:SSION' :a:B:RE:BY DECLARES tha.t ~ublie eon­

venience a.."ld. neceszity reqt.4ire the exel"cice by FrSUlk Pellieeier and 

E. S. Moore, tl:.eir successors ond a::Hdgne, of the rights and priv­

ileges con!erre~ by Or~nanoe ~o. l20 ado,ted by the ~oar4 of Super­

viGors of Mono County on April 4, 1917, entitle4 "An ordinance grant­

ing to Frank Pel11cz1cr and E. S. Moore. their 8ucceDeors and assiga$, 

a right, !ranehiee and privilege to ereot, cond.uct, operate and main­

t~in for a. ~er1od of fifty years A telephone 'and telegraph line over, 

along and upon the puo1ic roa~s. atreeta and. hi~wa.ya ot the County 

of Uono, State of Cali!orni~, outB1de of inoorporated citiee and 

towns thereot". 

A..'l'D THE RAIIaOAD COMMISSION' ~y :E'iJRlEm DELCARES tha:~ 

pUblic convenience an~ necessity require the exercise by Frank pel­

lieeier and E. S. Moore, their suecessors and ~seiene, or the rights 

and l'rivi1egea conterred. 'by Ordinance N'e. 159 ado~ted 'bY' the :Board 

of SuperviBo:'s of Inyo County on July 12, 1917. entitled ".An ordi-. 

nance "sranti:Z:,g to Frar..k Pelliaaier and E. S. Moore the right, !"rsn­

chioe and privilege to erect, operate an~ maintain for a period of 

twenty-five years a telephone and telegr~~h line consisting of polee 

and. wirea and all other apparatus and appliances nece30ary or con-. 
venient for transcitting telephone and. telegra~h m~ecCee2 ove~, alone. 

u:pon all public highways in ~ownships 6 S. an~ 7 S •• in Range ZZ E., 

~.~.E.~ .• in InY'o County, State of California". 

PROVIDED that the maid. F~~ Pelli3siel' and. E. S. l::oore 

3n~l ~1rst have filed with the Railroad CQ~i3zion their ztip~l~tion 
and th&1r ' 

ag:-ee1ng '!or themselves, =DlCz==ax~XS:= o.ss1gne, that they will 

never claim before the Railroad. Commission of the State or California 

or ~ny other ~ubliQ euthority. any value for the rignts and. ,riv1leges 
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conferred ~y Ordinance No. 120 or the ~oard 0: Su~ervizorz o! ~ono 

County ~~d by Ordinanoe No. 159 or the Board ot Supervisors ot IDYo 

Coun~y, above referred to, in excesa ot'the ~ount ~etual~ ~a1d to 

the County o'! ~ono and the County of Inyo, :,e$peetiv~ly, 3.& the,con­

zideration for the gr~~t ot such !:'anchise. and shall have secured 

fro= thi~ Co~i$Gion a oup~leme~t3.1 or'er or or~ers herein dee1~ring 

that such stipulation in form satisfactory to thie Commission has 

been filed.. 

~"!) :T IS KEP.E:EY OP.:OE:ro:::D by the P.ailroad Co:nm1:)zion that 

the a~p11canta herein, Frsnk ?el112zier ~~d E. S. Mooro, be and th~ 

~ereby ~re pe~ittcd to ~ub11zh, file ~~d p1~c~ in cr!ect on or 00-

fore the thirty-first ~ of Deoember, 1918, a ache'u~e of rate$ and 

cbargeB heretofore filed with this Commi$sion on Octooer 27, 1917,' 

~~d more 3pec1fically referred to in the opinion ,recoding this o~der. 

PROVIDED t~t t~e author1~y herein gr3nted to· ~ub11sh, 

file and ~l~ce in effect the schedule or rates hereinabove ~rovi~ed 

for is not to be ~nken' as ap~ro~~l of the rateo reterred to) since 

t~& Co~ieeion has not ~$ yet passed u~on thoir reasonablenos3. 

San Pranelsco, cali!ornia, this ___ Z?~;c_tL _____ ~ De.ted ~t 

of _1_J.. __ ~ ___ ~~/~_' 1918. 


