Decisgion No.

BEFORE THE RAILROQAD COMMISSIOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Iz the matter of the Application of

Fronk Pellicsier and E. S. Moore for Application No. 3000.
a Certificate of Pudblic Convenience
and XNecessity.

""”"\";i}'i"}"'ON 1015193(]

I. B. Potter, for Applicants.

BY THE COMMISSION.

OPINIOY

This is & petition by Frank Pellissier ond E. S. Uoore,
of Benton, Mono County, Califormia, hereinafter refexrred to as the
petitioners, asking that the Railroad Commiselon make ita'order de-
claring that public conveniénce and noéessity require the exexcise
by petitioners of the rights and privileges granted t0 then by Or-
dinance No. 120 by the Board of Supervisors of lono County, adopted
on April 4, 1917, and of sizilar righte and privileges granted to
then by Ordipaonce Xo. 259 by the Board of Supervisors of Inyo County,
adopted‘on July 12, 1917, involving the comstruction and opéramion
of lines for telephone and telegraph purposes, and the co;lection of
rent3, tolls and charges for the public use thereof.

A pudblic hearing was held in Bishop, California, on August
22, 1917, ia the matter of the Mono County franchise, and a further
heoring was held in San Francisco on Novezber 26, 1917, in the matter
of the Inyo County franchiae. No one appeared in opposition to the
graating < this petition.

Ordinance No. 120 of the Board of Supervisors o; Mono
County, adopted on April 4, 1917, granied %0 the petitioners, their

successors anéd assigns, for a period of fifty years Irom and after




the fourth day of May, 1917, the right to erect, construct, operate
and naintain a telephone and telegraph line, together with the neces-
saxry appurtenances thereto, and the right to receive and transmit
telephone and telegraph measages and to collect,rents, tolls and
charges- therefor, over, along and upon all of the public roads and

highways, outside of incorporated citiea and towns, in <he following
townships in Mono County, to wit:

Towachips L N., 1 8., 2 S., 3 8., 4 S.,
Range 32 East., and Towuships 4 S., and
S S., Range 33 East, Mount Diablo EBase

anc iUeridian,.

Ordinance No. 159 of the Board of Supervisors of Imyo County,

adopted on July 12, 1917, gronts similar privileges to those granted

by Ordinance No. 120 of Mono County, continuing for a period of twenty-
five years Ifrom and after August 12, 1917, over, along and upon all of
the public roads and highways, outside of incorporated cities and towns,
in the following townshiys in Inyo County, to wit:

Townshipse 6 S., and 7 S., ir Range 33 Bast,
Yount Diablo Base and Meridian.

Each of these ordinances contains provisions with reference
to the location of poles and wires and 1o the payment, after a period
of five years, of 2% of the gross receipts to the respoctive counties.
The franchises a.izo contain other provisions to which it is not neces-
sary here to »efer.

The cogt t0 petitioners of pecuring each of theae franchises
wag ag follows:

Moxno County Franchise: |

Advertising ' $ 43.00

(No-publication of ordinance cost)
Price of Franchise 5.00

Total - % 48.00

Inyo County Franchise:

Advertising $ 38.00
Publication of Qrdinance 28.00
Payment for Franchicse 10,00

Total - $ 76.00




Petif;oners~desire to.coﬁstruct 8 "single® or "grounded”
toll line on poles of suitable dimensions, extending from the town
limive of Bishop in Inyo Cownty, through Chalfant, Eamill Station,
Senton Station and Pellissier Ranch in iono County, to a point om
the California-Nevada state line opposite the town of Queens, the
latter town being within the State of Nevada, and to establish jdblic
toll stations at each of these points, except at Bishoy. It is élso
desired to construct, in addition o this toll lize and on the same
line of poles, a sulfficient nuuwber of subscribers' lines to provide
service for the’various rancaers and others along ita general youte.
It is proposed to comnect these proposed lines at the town limits of
the town of Bishop with the system of Interstate Telegraph Company,

a corporation doing a general telephone and telegraph buaincas, Tor

service to and from Bishop and points beyoand. Interctate Teiegra;h

Company is willing to establish thic connection with petitioners!
lines.

. The rates which petitionersz desire to place in effect for
toll switching between these various stations and for service for
ranchers and others along this roﬁte are sot forth in pgtitionere'
schedules of proposed rates dated October 27, 1917, and filed with
the Railroad Comxmission.

Petitioners state that there are-no other telephone lines
now operated by othor public utilities with which the proposed lines
will compete in any portion of the territory through which it is pro-
vpoeed t0 construct and operate their lines. They admit that there
is now a telegraph line operated by The Westoera Union Telegraph Come
pany along the line of railroad ¢f the Nevada-California dranch oX
Southern Pacific Company, and which will be parallelled for some dis-
tance by the proposed toll line, dut state that the proposed line will

(the Western Union line)
not compete with this Western Union line since it/is not used as a toll

line.




Petitionmers' reasons Tor desiring to construct and operate

telephone lines within the territory herctofore descrived are that

this territory is now without telephome or telegraph service, that

it is remotely located from centers of population, 2ot only in miles
but in time required to cover the distance, occacioned by poor roads
and prezent avallable means of communicatior, that there is & consider-
able population throughout this territory, and that the proposed ser-
vice la for the public convenience anéd nececsity. Petitioﬁera do
not intend now to ircorporate, dut propose to provide the necessary
finances from thelir personal funds. They propoce to personally con-
struect tkhe necessary lines, material for which it is estimated will
cost approximately $1000.00 to $1200.00. Petitioners ostimate that,
due to weather and climatic conditions whioh are encountered in the
zountaine wherethe neceésary roles mugt be sacured, the proposeld linec
will not be completed beforce the latter part of the year 1918.

With reference to the raves waich petitiorers propose to
make effective, the schedules gbove referred vo include rates between
points within California and the town of Queens within_the State of
Yevada. Thig Commiscion is, of course, without Jurisdiction to auuth-
orize rates for interstate businéas. As to the reomaining rates pro-
vided for ir the proposed schedules, it cannot be determined whether
they are Jjust and rezconcble uwntil pctitioﬁers' lines shall have been
in oporation for a sufficient time 4o determine the result of apply=-
ing thex. They are similar to the rates now charged Lfor similar
service in adjacent territory, however, and we see no objection at
this time to permitting them to be made effective.

Under the circumstances, this petition skould, in our opinion,
be granted, subject to the conditions contained iz the Tollowing order.

0ORDER

Prank Pellissier and E. S. Moore, petitioners herein, having
filed the above entitledlapplicamion asking the Railroad Commigsior 1o




moke its order as specified in the opinion herein, and pd&lic hear-

ings having beoen keld on said application,-

TEE RAILROAD COQISSION HEREBY DECLARES that public cone
renience and necessity require the exercice by Frank Pelliceier and
E. S. Moore, their succescsgors and adsigns, of the rights ard prive
ileges conferred by Ordinance No. 120 adopted by the Boa?d of Super-
visors of Momo County on April 4, 1917, entitled "An ordinsnce gfant-
ing to Frank Pelliczier and E. S. Moore, their successors and assigus,
a right, franchice ond privilege t0 erect, conduct, operate snd main-
vain for & period of fifty years & telephone and telegraph line over,
along and upon the pudlic roads, streets and highways of tke County
of Mono, State of Califoraia, outside of incorporated citiec and
towme thereol”. | ”

AND THE RAIIROCAD COMMISSION IEREBY FURTEER DELCARES thet
public convenience and necéssity‘require “he exercise by Fraunk Pel-
liseier and E. S. Moore, their successors and nssigns, of the rights
and privileges conferred by Ordinance Ne. 158 adopted by the Zoard
of Supervisors of Inyo County on July 12, 1817, entitled "An ordi-.
nance grantirz to Frank Pellisasier and E. S. Moore the right, Tran-
chigse and privilege 10 erect, operate and maintain for a period of
twenty-five years a telephone and telegroph line comsisting of poles
axé wires and all other apparatuc and appliaonces necessary or con-
venient for tremsmitting telephone and telegraph mescoges over, along.
ugon all public highways iz Townships 6 S. and 7 S., in Range 33 E=.,
%.D.E.X., in Inyo County, State of Californial. |

FROVIIED that the said Framk Pellizsier and E. S. MNoore
sholl firet have filed with the Reilroad Comission their stipulation
agreeing Sor themselvee, %ggzzggégzuzxczzxzxx assigns, that they will
never claim before the Railroad Commission of the State of Californis

or any other pudblic suthority, any value for the rights and privileges

Cs""




conferred Yy Orxrdinnnce No. 120 of the Board of Supervizors of Womno
Counity and by Ordinance No. 159 of the Board of Supervisors of Inyo
County, above referred to, in excess of the amount actually pald o
the County of Xono and the County of Inyo, respectively, as the con-
<side:a:ion for the grant of such franchise, and shall have secured
Trom this Commission a supplemertal order oxr oréders herein declaring
that suck stipulation in form sdtisfactory to this Commission has
been Liled.

AXD IT IS HEPESY ORDERED by the Railroad Commission that
the applicants herein, Frank Pellissier ané E. S. Mooro, be and tﬁey
hereby are permitted to publish, file and place in effect on or de-
fome thae thirty-first day of Deccmber, 1918, a schedule of rates and
charges heretofore filed with this Commission oun Qctover 27, 1917,°
and more apecifically referred to in the opinion preceding this order.

PROVIDED that the authority herein granted to publish,

file and place in effect the schedule of rates hereinmabove provided

for is not to be taken as appreval of the rates referred 1o, since

tolc Commission has not as yet passed upon their reasonzblencoa,

Deted at San Francisco, California, this 25 uZ day

of {c,fyw.uq/ , 1918.

d

Commiasioners.




