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III the Matter of the Application ) .Application 
No. 3322. of the COJiTRA. OOS!U GAS :COMP'ANY ) 

for an i~ore&.e,· ill, ga8 . rates. ) 

S.Waldo Col.man~ for Applicant;. 
':B. D. 'Man Greene, for the Towns of 

. Antioch and P! tteburg. 
~oma8, D. Johnston, for 'O'n1ncorporste4 

Towns ot Crookett, Port Cost&, 
Valona p Cralona and Pocheco. 

J..7. :Bra,., for ~own of Martine: • 
.L. ,S., Sher1ooll, for ~own of Concord • 
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!Moe 18 the applioation of the Contra Costa 
,""-

Gas Compsn,. for an inorease 1n :1 ta rates for gaB :tn 

the en.t:1:-e ten-itor,. sorved b,. it. 

J.pp11oant operates an art1fioial gas plant 

in Pittsburg serving that town,. 'While Aut1ooh. COncord, . 
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Martinez, Crookett. and oontiguous territor,- are served 
I 

b~ a system of high pressure tranemiss10n 11%188 from. 

the ~itteburg p~t.. 

App110nnt alleges 1%1 effect that ita oontraot, 
, .. 

b~ ~ch it socures oil at $.70' per barrel, .xpire8 on, 

Febn.a.:ry 28, 1918, and that after that date it Will 

have to pay &pprox1msto17 $1.65 per.barrel for Oil. 

Applioant prays that in new of the faot that it haa 

invested its mone,. econom1oal17 in ,constructing ita 

properties, and that during the past rear it has not 

been able to earn a fa1r return, that the ratee be 80 . 
revised as to allow .aid applicant to earn a reasonable 

:return upon the value o'l the propert:r used in ita gas: 

busine88. 

Rear1nga were' held before Ex8m1ner' beell at 

Martinez on 3CTJB:rY 23, and. at Pittsburg on Februa,ry 6, 

1918, at Which times testimony and eVidence were intro-

4uced. rela.tive to the rates. operations and growth of , 

applioant- oompan7. 

~e extet1ng' rate" charged. b,. applioant for 

ga8 aro:-
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SCHEDULE 1f .i." 

Gener&l Serv10e 

Firat 1 000 cu..ft. per month, 
next 1 000 ca..ft. per month, 
Next 23 000 cu.. ft.· per month. 
Next 15 000 ~.tt. per month, 
OVer 40 000 ou.ft. per month. 

!.Unjmmn monthly' charge per meter. 

" 

General ·Servioe 

26,300 to 30 ,000 au.ft. per mo. 
Next 14 400 cu.ft. per mo. 

per:M. O11.ft. 
44,500 to 50 000 cu. ft. ~r 11)1>-

Next 43 '100 cu.. ft. per mo. 
per M. ou.tt. 

93,800 to 100 000 cu..ft. per mo. 
OV'er 100 000 cu. ft. per mo. 

per M. csu.~. 

M1n1mam JIOnthly charge per meter" 

- 3, -

Per M. 'cu. pt.' 
GrotS., let> " 

.60: 

.' Gro •• 

$29.'0 

1.00 
44.50 

.90 
84.40 

.85 

29'.'10 

$.1.50 
1.~2.5 
l.OO 
.eo 
.'10 

.50 

wet, 

$2'1.00 

.90 
40.00 

.80 
'15.00 

.76 

2'1.00 
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SCBEDlJ'LE "e" -

$1.50 pe~ 1,OOO.~. ~. 

M1n1mam $.50 l»e%' montb. per mete~. 

Itat~ .. perJ'~ ou~ ft. 
Xin1mum ' .. 

:Bald.ngOVens 

Xotel and Reats:a:ran't Se:rv1oe 

-4-

Gro8e :wet -
t .'15. 

.50 



!he above rate8 have beon 1n effeot einoo the 

Comyan,. started operation on Us.roh Z5. 19l5, but this 

Commission he.,e not had oocasion at e:tJ."3' time during the 

period. in. which the,. have bee%l. on file to investigate 

their reasonableness. 

Although no dete.11ed valuation hae been made o~ 

the propertZ"· of the Contra Costa G-aecompsn:r ~. applicant 

has been under the jurisdiction o·! this Commis8ion during 

the entire corporate life, and its aooounting haa been 

kept in accordance with the prescribed olassifioation • . 
'n.e finanoial showing for the l.91'l operation 

of the Contra ,Coata Gas CompanY' 18 set forth 80S :!olloW8:-

:Reported Inv9stment, Decomber 31, 1917, 

Total GroBs Eevenue 
Opero.ting Expenees. e:xclu81 ve o'! 

.Depreciation, 

$ ~O 475.19 

62 528.40. 

468l6.42 

Net Revenue available for ~eprec1&tion 
and Return 6 l5 'Ill.9S', ~, . ~ 

Per cent Return &vs!lable for Interest 
and Depreoia.t1on, 

~er oent· Return available for Intero8t 

Est1mate4Inveetment in Ph7810al 
Properties, December 31, 1918, t 2'10 4'15.19 , . 

~e operating statistics. for the 7f'tJr 19l'1 

and the esttmates for 1918 are 8S ~ollowa:-



~otaJ.,Conaum.er8 
Total Gas ,Salea. U.cu.ft. 
Ba%rele Oil Used 
.Coat per" Barrel 
GaaSal •• per Consumer. 

.cu. Ft.· . 
Gallons .011 ~or M. ou.tt. 

GaEfSold ., 
Oil Coet.per M. O'Q,. ft. 

Gas Sold ' 
Averag8R.~eDne per K. 

cu. ,ft. Gas So14 
Inoreaee 1n Co.et of 011 

'1917 

1 94r3-
51 854 .• 9 ' 
19 826.9 

$ • .,,0 

26 "'00 

16.1 

$ .268 

1.2l. 

. , per X. ou,.ft'. Gas So~d 
!otal ·L&bor' Cost .. $ 14 258.).8. 
Labor Cost. per M. cu. ft • 

. Gas Sold .2'15 
Inor8&8. in Labor Coat. per 

}£. cu. ft. Ga8 Sold, 

Average Revenue per :M:~ C'Q,. 

n •.. Gaa Sold neoes8U7 
dU%1~ 1918, to return 
4.4% on' investment , 

1918·' 
.EB'timate . 

···2 l2l," 
60 083~9' 
20·800 

t 1.56 

28 ZOO 

l4r.5 

.536 

It rill 'be noted. that d1Jr.1ng the ,.ar 191.", 

the average reV'DU. per thousand cubic feet of g&e 8014 

.... 8 $1.21. whioh netted the Compan:r a. return of 4.' per 

cent upon ita ~estment. Due to the 1X1.Orea8ed ooat 

o:f oil and labor du:t'1:c.g the i/e&r 1918. 1 t Will be neo­

e8a&r.y for appl10ant to receive tl.563 per thousand 

cubi0 feet o~ 8&IJ 80140 to sa....". the 8ame return 1Z:pon the 

. inve8tment. !he aboTe estimate 18 based upon an oil 

4ut,. o~ 14.5 gallone per thouasnd oub10 :teet o~ ga,s 

801d.. Which it 18 believed the: company should be able 

to :real1H' 41n'1ng 1918,. 
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If applicant 18 not granted relief1ts net 

revenue Will be redu.ced :!roc 4.4 per cent on its1Jlveat­

~ent to & point Where it Will have inSufficient fUnds 

to meet1te aotual oper~t1ng expenses. 

'~i8C0mm1aa1on doe8 not believe th8.t the en­

tire burden of the ~re8ent war conditions should be 

thra.8t :-a;pon the oonsumer. Rowever, as there 18 

little hope that a reduction' in the pr10e of oil Will 

be. :real1:ied1n the neal" fa.ture, 1 t is quite apparent 

that this .Comps:c.y could not long eu:rv1V8 if, it con-
. , 

t111ued to'operate under the ~re8ent ratea. 

An increase in rates is 1%1 general acoom­

panied, b,- a,loss of aome 'business, however, &8 the 

t.rr1tor~ served b,- app11cant.1e e~er1eno1ng & con­

siderable growth, due to the war industriea Situated 
I " f 

therein, it 18 probable that the net reeult Will be 

a aJ.ightly increased amO't1l1t of 'business.' 

anslra18 o!:the sales 1t1s estimated that the pro~ 
, , 

posed rates, Will ,return a revenue of ,$1.54 perthousan4 

cubi0 feet 801d. 

Applicant urges that1n ,v1ew of· the fom of. 

rates in effect at present ,and 1 ts colleot1onmethods, 

the.t 1 t be granted the discount form of rates·. We 

are of the opinion that in this case thieform of rate 

will mainta1n the pr~8ent low, oollection expenses and 

~ a direct advsntage to each consumer.' 

- ''1 ;... 
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Contra Co eta G&S COmpan.:r haV1ng applied to 
, , 

1norea.. ita gas rates. sn4 hearings hav'...ng been held 

at :Martinez and Pittsburg and the matter he:v1ng be,en 

8ubm.1ttedand rea43' for decis10n, and th0:Ra1lrOad 
., , 

CO:am1ss:'ion finding &B .. fact, that the ex1ating rates 

mL4er pre8ent oond1 tiona of cost of operation are un­

just ad =:r:eaeonable, and futher f1nd1ng as 8. fact 

that. applioant . should be granted author! t,. to 1noreaae 

Its r&tee to those eet forth in. the orde:r, 

IT, IS- HEREBY ORDERED that Contra. Costa G&8 

COMp8117 be anll the same 18 hereby- authorized to charge 

and colleot ~e follOWing rate8 for ga8~ Such rates 

shall be applicable to all regal.~ meter readings made 

on or afur uarah 15, 1918" })rov1ded ,Contra Coeta Ga8 

Comp~ shall. have f1led with the Commiee1onea1d %Stee 

on or 'bofore Karch lO. 1918, 

J!':trst 

Next 
Next 
Jrext· 

.. E'ext 
All o-v:er 

--

SCH!D'OI.E 'fA ~ 

Gener8~ Service 

SOO ca..:tt·. or 1088 per 
meter per mo. 

2 000 cu.:ft. per meter per mo. 
2 500 cu. ft. per meter per mo. 
3 000 cu.ft. per meter per mo. 
7000 ~.ft. per ~eter per mo. 

J.S. 000 cu. ft. per meter per mo. 

-8--

Gr088 :Net 

$l~lO $1.00 
Per K. Cu.Ft. 

$1.60 
1.40 
1.fO 
1.00 

.90 



,SCHEDULE " A" 

General Service 

~e net rate 18 effect1ve1! the bill is paid 
a.t the o~f1ce of the Compsn7 on or before the 
lOth o~ the month next succeeding that. for 
whioh the bill 18 rendered. I~ the bill 
18 not paid on or before the 10th,. the gr088 
Charge is effeotive. . 

hepe.l Metera 

Rate: $1.75 per 1,000 ,au.tt. 

ltin1mm:1: $ .-?5 per meter per mo. 

\ 

SCHEDULE "C" 

E:ote1a! Restaursnta and Bakeries 

Gr08S Net 

Rate'per 1.000. ca.. ft. 
U~n1mam weekly oharge per meter 

- 9 -

t .85 
'1.50 

-
$ .,80 

7.00 



SCHED'O'tE "0" (Cont'd.) 

Rotele, Restaurants and Bakeries 

The net rate 18 effective 1'f the bill 18 paid 
at the offioe of the Compe.n:v With1n three (.3} 
da", after reo.d1ng of meter and presentation 
ot weekly bill. If the bill 18 not paid 
Wi thin three ( 3) daY'S. the gross oha.:rge 18 
effeotive. 
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