
Dooision No _________ _ 

BEPORE ~E:E R.AILROAD COl:~!ISSION OF ~:02 STA~ OF CA!.IrO?J~IA. 

In the W~ttor o~ the Servico ) 
St~dsrds of Gas Utilitios. ( Caso No. J.064. 

c. P.. Cutto:c. for Po.cific Gss and Electnc COlllpSIlY. 
Chickering end. Grogory, 'by Allen L. Chickering, 

for Vlostern States Gas and. Eloctric Comp~, 
Sa.nte. Msrin Gas and :l?owor Compa:a.:r, Econom1c 
Gas COlllpSl'lY and San Diego Consolidatod Gas 
EIJ:ld. Eloctric Compa.:o.y. 

:8:. F. Js.ekson for Coast'Va.1lo,"s Gas a.:c.d Eloctric 
Comp~. 

C. J. Goodell for Roehostor Oil Compa.ny. 
R. H. Ster11:c;g for Santa. :Ba.r"oara. Ga.s and Electric 

COI:'pSJl.y and. Vontura Light and :l?owor Compe.:c.y. 
? S. Wade for Southern Co~tios Gas CompBn1. 
71. E. Roughton for Lo $ .Angelos G-s.s and Eloetric 

C omp anY' • 
J. N. dons on for Sa.eramon to Go.s C omp 3Zly' • 
S. W. Coloman for Coa.st C~unties Gas and. Electrie 

CCnIpB.tly and Contra Costa. Gas Comps:o:r. 
R. E. Matteson for Western hal,' Gas and. :Power 

Comp~. 
G-. W. $Qtohell for Coalinga Ge.s and. Ponol'" Company. 
:B. E. Letsng for Ja.ckson Gas and Light' CompanY'_ 
G. 3.. Xe~ for So.:c. Joaq'tl1n Light nnd Power 

Corporation and Mid.l£lnd. Co'tOlties Public 
Service Corpore.tion. 

Z. T. Bell for Citro.s :Belt Gas Comp~ .. 

~EN, Comm1ss1onor. 

O:l?INION • ... -~-- ......... 

'Z'.o.1S p:roceGd1ng was 1nstituted. bY' tho Ra1i.lroa.d Comcis::i on 

on its own motion for the puxpose of investigating the subject of 

service sta:nds.:rds ~or go.s utili tios and of establishing, after 

full investigation and hearing~ such service stsndards for gas 

utilities as might ap~ear to be just and reasonable. 

The proceeding VltLS illsti tuted on April 7, .l9l7, and aJ.l 

gas utilities ~ CSli~o:ni~ wore made partios taereto. 

:Pr~:or to the hee.ring horeinafter referrod to" tho 

Gas ana Eloctric DiVision of the Railroad CommisSion propared 

42 tentative rales of somce standArd.s which ?Jero printea and 
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ma11ed to all gas utilities for their oonsideration and s~gos-

tions in eoxmoe,tioXi. with t:bis :proceeding.' Those tonta.t1vo r'Clea 

cover the ,~t~re field of gas service 'standards. 1ncluding, 

among other subjocts, the maintonance of adequate maps end other 

records; tho a.cqUisi tion and U30 of testing eqUipment snd facili

ties; moter readings and bill forms; extension of ms.1nS end 1:0.

sta.lle.t10:l of service" oonnections; instsllation ~d. ma1Utonance 
/ .,. 

of meters ~d regulators; tho establ1s~ont and ,ms1ntonsnce of 
~ 

hea.ting ve.lue stand.ards and. of stand.ards of" :p;~'ssure; th6 aoqu1-

31 t10n and use of, appropria.te calorimoter and pressure test1ng 

equi:pmont;: the test1:O.g of motors: and the s.d~us,tmont of bills 1n 

cases of inaccurate moters. 

Public hearings herein wore held 1)1 San Fr~c1sco on 
" , 

August 20th 3nd 2l, 1917." 

~o tostimony shows tha.t the osta.'b113hmont snd observ-
" ··a ,'I 

~co,of tho rulos asLwhole woula in normal tim~e be dosirable 

fx'om the :point of view of the gas utilities a.s well as their con-

While's. number of the largor gas 'utilities Core allroad.y' 

complying eubs,ta.ntia.lly with most of the tentativo rules, the 

testimony shows tlul.t ~ compliance tlloreW1 th 'by 8.ll tho gas ut1ll-

ties would rosult for most of them, inoluding ~rset1cally all tho 

s:no.llor oompanies, in 1noreased 0$1'1 teJL and. opera.ting expanses. 

I~ times tmd. prices were normal. I wo1lld. 'tUlhes~ta.t1x1gly 

reoommend the adoption of the tentative standard.s prepared by the 

Gss and Electric Division. with suohmod1fica.t1ons as the tosti

mo~ shows to 'bo de81r~ble. At tho prosont timo. howevor" when ,-
tho na.t1on's neods requiro the consorva.tion of man power" mo:te:d.a.J. 

and tunds and. striot economy in both ca.pital end. oporat1ng e%

pend.i tues, I bel1eve, ths. t tho promulgation and onforcoment of 

these rulos would not "00 in ha.rmon:; With the na.t10n~ s war re-

q'tU.r .;)men ts. 
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I, thorefore, rocommend that au order req'tdr1Ug the' 

gas utilities to comply With tho prc,posod service standards 

be not issuod d'W:'ing tho war oX' tUl til the :f'tlrther ord\lr o~ th& 

Railroad Cotn'!l1sS'ion. At tho samo time, however, I desire to 

m:tggOst to the ga.s utili tios of ~o stato that it would 'be de

sira.ble for tho:o to lOI>k to tho propoood rules 8.S tho gosJ. 

tows.rd which thoY' should work in service matters, evon duX'ing 

the war, in a.ll respecte not involv1ng maj9r expenC!.1t'tzres • . 
~e order heroill will, of CO'O%'30, not proclud.e the 

Commission from msJd.ng such ordore in servico ms.tters o~, 

otherwise in formal proceodings affecting gas utilities sa 

may ce:,fo,tllld. desirable and·,colleistont W1 th war COllo.1 tiOllS, 

or ~m, taJd.ng up with tho utili ties :t:o.for:oa.~ in speci~1c 1ll-

ste:o.ces. sueh so:rv1ce matters 8.S ma.,. requ1~e a.~j~~~rt: ,; ,.'." ,!~ ..... ~ 
I submit tho folloWing form o,f ord.er: 

o R D E R. 
--~~- .... 

Public hoarings ha.Ving beon held in the above 

anti tled. :proceeding and the Railroa.d. Commisa1on finding 

that the promulgat1on and on!orcement of tho. :prop~aed8e:r

vice stsndards o'f gas ut1li ties would not tl.t this time be 

oonsistont With war conditions ~d wsrnGods, 

I ~ IS e ~:R..EBY OR:OEP..ED that :etu:ther proeoed1ngs 

herein be suspond.ed. during tho we:r or 'tmtil tho further 

ordor o! the Ra.ilroa.d Corr:mission. 

'Tho foregoing Opinion end Order are hero'Oy- ap

proved. and. ordered filed. as the Op1n1on end order of the 
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Eai1road Commission of tho stat~ of CaLifor.~a. 

~ 
Dated at ss:o. F:'one1se 0, Cs.l1'for:o.ia., tb1So??_daY', 

of ~h, 1918. 

, ','"I ..............,. 
: ~.:::':.;- . ,- . ,~'... . . '" .. ~ 

.," ' ..... .... -

~ , I" ." 

~ ." .""', 
J ,A " 

c.omm.1ssioners.' 


