s102(Q

qﬁ]?ﬁ§3§4*"“ uol

BIPORE TEE RATIROAD COLBMISSION
OF TES SPATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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Iz tke Matter o2 the Application
of GECRGZ B. MITE Roxr certificate

)
)
of public convenience and necessity ) Application No. 2540.
t0 operate stege service between )
RED BLUF? and EUREKA %

)

A. E. Iudeman for George B. Mith.
Joseph XK. Smith for Redwood Route
Auto Stage.

TEEL3N, COWISSIOFER.

QCPINION
Z0RGE B. MITE applies for s certificate

taat public coxnvenience and necessity reguire the operatioﬁ
by khim of an automobilo passenger snd express paciage sérVice
between Red Bluff, Tehame County, snd Eureks, Eumboldt Couwnty
and intermediate points. |

Public hearings were held in Red Bluff oz
Yerch 8, 1918 and in Sen Francisco on March 21, 1918. |

Petitioner proposes 1o operate an auto stage
gservice for the trangportation of pascengers and express
rackages between Red Bluff, Zureka and intermediate points,
the service 10 continue tri-weekly, on liondays, Wednesdays and

Fridays, from Apxril 15tk to October Zlst.

%0
The localities from/ond through walch petitioner




proposes to operate ore Red Bluff, Teft "Fork, Rozewood, Bee Gum,

Wildwood, Peomut, Avio Rest, Low Gap Med River, Cobbs, Dinsmores,
YeClellan EL1l, 3ridgeville, Stronés Station, Carlotta, Eydesville,
Alton, Fortuna, Fern Bridge, Ioleta snd Eurcke. B
The ferxes which vetitiomer promoces tTo charge are set
forth in Szhibit 4, atteched to the petition herein. The one~
wey fere between Red Blufy and Eui;oka is to bve $12.00, wit:r Zares
batween intermediate points graded according to nilezge.
Petitioner proposes to leave Eurelka at 9 o'clock in the
morning, &rriving at Red Bluff ot 2:40 P.M. the rnext day, and to
leave Red Bluff =t 8:30 L.M., arriving at Burels at 3:00 P.l.
the next day. Stops for the night in both directions are %o be
nade at Auto Rest. The total distance between the two texnini
over the proposed route 4is 169 miles snd much of the route tra-
vorsed iz of steepvgrade and difficult to travel. |
The equipment to be used by petitioner will consist of
S-pacsenger Dodge, Qakland end Eupmobile cars. Petitioner now
owns one new Osklend car tmd. one Dodge elmost new. Detitionmer
tostified that he ie in a position to secure all the necessery
equipment and competent drivers.
Petitioner has conducted sp sutomobile "rent™ service
for over three yosrs in Red Bluff and hes run occasionally from
there %o Eurele. A nuxbor of prominent citizens of Red Blﬁi’i’
testified that he 1ic steady and relisble, thoroughly under-
gtends the sutomodile dusiness and c2n de relied on to give 2 de-
pendeble Service between Red Blwff end Eureks. Petitiondr intends
t0 comply Zully with the rules snd regulations for automobile
stage service heretofore estadlished b-j the Reilroad Cormission and
gave assurences thet he will opexate on schedu;e ‘irreepec‘tive of

the number of paséengers who may precent themseivea.

-




)
| Prom Lpril 20, 1917 to November 1, 1917,

Radwood Route Anpo 3tage, owned by Joseph X. Smith, opersted

between Zureke end Red Bluff. Mr. Smith sppeared st the hearing

of March 21, 1918 and protested agaiﬁst tho granting of tze

present application. Ee teétified that he had lost consideradle

money in operating his line last yeaxr vut thet he wonld ¢continue

operations this year 1rrespeét1ve of whether the petitioner

herein also operates. Mr. Smith is engased in butlding asphalt

roads for Fumvoldt County. While he owns the Redwood Réute lire, ke

propoeses t0 maXke arrangeménts to have someoxe olse supexrvise .

its operation in 1918.

The testimony presented at the Red 3lufl kearing
shows Very clesrly that while the Service of tko Redwood Route
line at the opening of the season in 1917 was goo&;-the service

~ deteriorated later in the season to.suqh'an extent that there
was 1o sssurarce whether cers would funlon schedule time.
Mrequently they 4id not.SO'run #nd'on nany days they d&d!not run
&t all. Aufomobiles of the Redwood Route line sufﬁored,many
bresk-downs, they were freouently left on the route without gpsare
tires and at ti*esthey wore attacied by the shoriff am Red Blufld
Lor Zailure of the omaer t0 pay vills. Prominent c¢tizens-o£
Red Bluff testified that while 2n sutorobile stage 1ine betwoen
Red Bluff and Eureka could in their opinion, be made & paying
ousiness, the line which operated last-year was Bot financially
suecessinl, becsuse of poor snd mnreliadle service and poof,
nmnagement. | o |

Then & " transportation company”, as defined by'
Chapter 213, Laws of 1917, gives 1o’ the public relisble, safe and
adeguate sexrvice at ressonable ratves and shows'its abiiity fo

nandle the traffic, this Commission will be slow 10 grant to ‘another
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"tronsportation company” the right to operate in the same field..

Sut vaere, as here, the existing.companyfs service as not been
reliéﬁie or adeqpaﬁé, & newecomer who gives evidence o béinglable
and willing %0 give to the pudlic reliagble, zofe and a&equaté
service at réasohable rates will be grented s certificate as ProO=
vided in Chapter 213, Laws of 1917. In this respect the principlee
established by this Comission in the lesding cases of Pacific

Gas and Electric Company ~ve~ Great Western Power Company, Vol.l,

Opinions and Orders ¢f the Railroad Commission of California, p. 203

and Anplication of Oro Tlectric Corporstion, Vol 2, dpinions and

Orders of the Railroad Commission of Califormis, p. 748, end
followed in many sSubsequent proceedings may properly be applied,
in 30 far as the subject matter ressonadbly warrants, to."trang?
portatibn compénies“ owning or operating interurban auntomobile.
stages or trucks. These principles will ve gpprlied even'fhough
there is oxly sufficient business‘for one concorn. i

?étitioner kas 010t as yet secured permits from
the local suthorities as provided im Section 3 of zsid Chapter'
213, dut intends 1o mgke applicatior proxptly. |

I recommend that the application be granted

end submit herewith the following form of order.

, GECRGE B. MITE hraving filed herein his
petition asking thut the Railroad Commissioﬁ declare that pudblic
convenience and necessity require the operatiozn b# him of auto-
nobile stage service ae a common carrier of pessengers and ex-

press vackages between Red Zlurf end Turoks and 1ntermedidtev
points, pudblic hearings having been beld; thé matter having

been submitted and veing mow ready for decision,
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TEE RAILR0AD COMMISSION HERZEBY DECLARES that ‘
puﬁlic conveniencé and necessity require the opersation by George
B, Mith of automobile stage service o a common carrier of
passengers ond expross packages between Red Bluff and Duroke
and intermediste points along the ronte designated In the petition
heroin, provided, that tais declaration shall not become
offective watil petitioner shell have secured from the Railrosd
Commission a suppiemental order herein reciting thet he has
£iled herein a certified copy of permits from the Counties of
Tehsma, Trinity, Shests and Hwsboldt aud the Cities of Red
Blufﬂﬁgggngg?éka, 68 required by Séciionz Chapter 213, Laws
of 1917, and provided fu*ther. t“bat the rights axnd privileges
rerein grante& shall not be sssigned or transferred unless
the written consent of the Railroad Commission to such assigoment
of transfer has fLiret Been seéured.

IT IS ZIRTBY ORDERZD thet 0 vehicle may be
operated mnder this certificat® unless such vehicle iz owned by
potitioner herein or is leased by petitionér,undﬁr 8 contrgct or
agreement on s basis satisfactory to the Reilroad Commission.

The Zoregoing opinion and order are hereby ap-
proved and ordered *iled as the opinion and, order of the ?ail-
road Commiscion of the State 0f Californie.

Dated 8t San Francisco Cali*orn;a this 5147222
 day of ifarch, 1918.
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