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'ZDECISIO" I

RGN woisoag

FEFORE TEE RATTROAD COMKTSSION OF TSR STATS OF CATIFORNTA.

UEIRE E. EILION, et al.,
,cqmpla.ina.nts, ,
PACTFIC EIECTRIC RATTWEY

COMBANT, & corporation,
De"’e:naam.

LX N N ] .“0....0‘-.0.. L A N N N J

CASE BO. 1150.

L L el e Al S L W

‘ Gﬁfﬁith Jores & Warren W:I.lliamé Lox
- Complainznts.
Erank .&a.rz Zor Mmd‘ant.

IOVETARD, ‘commd. ss';oa:o.e:.

. Compleinsnts, residomts fn the portion of Los Lngeles
Cownty adjacent to and served by tre ‘mozence Avenue Station of
the Pacific Eleeiric Railway Compeny, sllege thst the operation
0L the cers a..n& traing of the Rucific .mle:ctr;,c Railv:a.y 8cT0ss
Plorence Lvenue s oond.uctea. at & high rate of speed; ‘cha.t
.in'be:mba.n cars 4o no‘.: atop ot ¥lorence Avenus to toke on and
‘Ad.i«ch._.rge passemgerv ‘and that pa.wse:ngar.., degixring 1.o .Joumey
$0 or :tm.m pointe zeachea. oy the {nterurban systen of the Ea.cific
Eleetric Eellway compa.ﬁy-a.re. compellea to take local cers 1o
‘either Los Ane;ele.ﬂ- or Watts and &t such pointe trensfer 4o the
fnterurban ca.rs, and trafns; that E‘lorence A.vcnue i... the logica.l
and practical. point at which “ae res.ad.en».s [ 4 the commnnity
snoula. be pemittecl to boa.xa. and leave, the interu::’ba.a cars a.nd -
Cmet e stop should be mede 8t aum pofate | -
| Compladinants ask ‘tha.'t “he Commis ion ma.l.e 1ts order
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- compelling tho stopping of sl Interurbex trains at Florence
Averus fér the purpose of taoking on and discharging PRSSENZOT 2,
and tha. the speed of all through cars be reduced & such m‘ce
&S mey in the: opinio-n of o Commission be cop..,,ia.ered. resson-
gble and safe. | o

The defendant, Pacific Electric R2ailmey cémpa.ny’ R

21l0d snswer dexying the materisl sllegations of the complednmte

A public besring was held et Xos Lngeles on Kovexbexr
2%, 1917, the mxtter was Awly snbmittéaNa.naf 4o now resdy for
docieton. | | ' |

The station of .?loi-ence‘ Lvenue 1z located in Ios
ingeles County southk of the southerly city limits of tho Ciﬁy
of Tos Z{:ig-eles axd between the stations of Florence E:n:k ‘a0l |
Na.dm. The Ba.cific Elec’cz:ic Railwey Compaxy operstes a four
't.ra.da Line bermen the juzetion of its briva.te ::ight oL way
at Einth- Street and Central Svenuoe, :Dos E.nselo;,, 10 Tatis, the '
twe fmmer tracks belng used by the through traine 0f the Iéng
Bee.cn., Jewoort Beach, Redondo, Ssu Redro, Whitticr and Io Eabr&
_linas-. These: trains ma- no loecal stops exceptine;- at V.'emon
ivemme, .'Gov E.ngele s, ﬁb.are a safety stop is made before éro-ésf-
ing the *ra.clcs of %he Tos Argeles 2nilwsy Corpomt.uon.' Toe
two outside tracks a.re nsed oy the *:e;ight treine snd £ox vme-
locel sexvice ‘oetween Watts and os n:ag;elev as meét :ﬂor‘ by the
Wa.«.ts—&nm&.ale-uonth. Pu.sadens :Line loc.a.l carxrs serving all
_ stops betwoen .T.os‘ Lgele-aand. Tiztis. ’
Wiﬁnesses Zor complam_ts testified that Floreuce

Avenve was sk :e:ctrcme‘cly busy cro_ssing and that 1t was used by -
an. &verage of nine huandred ( 900‘) sutomobiles on week &ﬁiya snd

metoly :?.i:f."ceen huné’.rad. (1500) en Sn.nda::rs.' The
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estimeted -speed of through cars over the crossing, as obsarve&
by verions’ wi‘cne...,ze sy raaged from 'twcmty Live to Lorty mi.le... pe.v:"

nOUr . .,ervere.l aceidents have occurred. at t‘ai... crossing’ which

it wes thov,ght wonld hove been avoldoed ns.ct & speod, rostriction |

been .:.mpoac-;a. or Z£ all trains, both ‘t“aroug:r. a.ﬁd loc‘*"’ ' were
required %o °;§op- at l‘lorence Avemme . vm'tnecases te*ti:tiezd. thet
the ...cn.edule of tke Wa.‘cto-a.nmadalc -South Ea....aa.en& lim was xot
d.epond,a.ole and that :ﬁrec*uen 1y inte.ndi.ng pe-53e0gers mz:a
required 0 wait :Long -_;:xs:xi'.cwz.v vefoxre 'mo a.rziva.l of a caxr

des 'tined .ucw mge les, and thet frequently the, Opemtmr. oL
freignt traine o the outeide or locel:trecks fnterfered with
the schedules of the local cars . &bout one teoussnd people
regide £ ‘che- ai °tr.a.c.'t mica ia sexved by the "?‘lomnce .c.venue o
u..op, s.na witnc. sses tasti:ﬂ ea. ‘cc.e:t. ;.t weg Hot ccnvenient for
naosongerv d.e...tined. o] ox from any po.’m‘t beyond Wa.tt" exd -
vervad. by the. ‘ch.rougb. ‘t:r&ins which did :no‘t stm: a‘c "i‘loz:ence
avexuwe o b-e. o-b‘..iged. to uge the local cars o a.nd £:rom Wa.tta :
end, ‘.:hem tmsfcr 4o the m:ov.gh ca.r.,- Comple..x.n‘t also |
| exi.°ted tha.t ‘tne. adventage of cpccia.l exeursion rates irom I‘on'
- &ugelos 0. oea.ch points wes not s.vad.la.bh to "lo::ence .»S.venno
pa.urons es it was nece:..m to pay the local Fare 1o and Zrom.
Wstts in order to vosxd the besch 'tra..:.n... |

mhe 2acific X lec‘cric. Rallwey. C-ompsmy m:ovide se::ﬁce'

on e local line oe*ﬁ.ng "*"lorc::ce ivenve on o Live :nim::te hea.d.-
way from 6.00 to 8.55 & M., on & tcn minute nead.way .L:rom 8 55
Lalles to .w_.ss P. -M.j: on a“fx,ve ninute ne;e.dw_ayPgﬁm 3.35 't.o_
.15 P. il.; 0B & ten minute headvey Lrom 6.15/ 'to- .12.05,&.‘_,1_5.
whth - aerv.'a.ce throug,h’ the ea.rl,v mo:::.‘f.ng hours on & v:arying
nead.my 2ron Lifteexr rinute to one. hour im:emls pe.y a&mnon
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- extro trip.. are 'orov;d;ed. out of Tos Lngeleo on week day... Cexcept

turdays) between the hours of 4.47 and. 5.37 P. M. wh.ich
reduces tze f.nte-fr:va.l‘ 'bectween local trainz to o two and one-half
minute: heaﬁ.we:y - Some & Zfficmlty had been experionced due. to
+the opermtion of :Ereignt trains on the loc.al tra.cz;.., notwitiie-
| standing thet the freight tmins wexe scheduled at the same
gpeed &g the pe.csenger treins. Congested copditions at the
appxoa.cb. %0 the Central Avenue Y&r& in ZLos .a.ngeleo havo dalayed
‘chc movement of northbownd *.re.‘.ght '::z-a.in., :.m'.o the yoxd e.nd. have .
resctltecc'r. in some delay $0 early morning tradns a.rriving at IaO"
Aogeles. The se conditions will be corrected vhen some’ tra.ck
~revizlon iz completed wr..z.ch w1l provide oetter means o acces
to the Ccnt:za.l Avezme f:r:c .Lght ye.::du. :

| The through 't::a.x.ns of the Pacific ..lec‘cric E...ilway

usdng the fnsido tracks ot Elo::encc Avenue sexve the I-ong Be..cb.,
Sexn Pedro vis &a.z&em and via Domingmz, Newport, Senta. Axs., and
Redondo via. Go.:r:d.em ine.,.‘ The great vol'u.mo of traffic over 'the
_11..e° betweon I:oc- A.ngelo s and Wa.tte was the. rosson £or ..he
con...tmcman o* two addi tional tra.cks :Eor ‘cne na.nd.li.ne of the
through 'c:cs.ins and even vvith the Lagility aifo::d;ed. by the add-~

tlonal tracks and. the elimination of stops betwcen oz ingcele )
and Tetts “oy the througa. tralrs thc time consumed 'by tralins
vetwoen .uo.., ge las and Iong Beach iz zow from £ive to 2ix
ninutes g:aata:: than wae used at bhe time 'cba Line .wae :ﬁ;.::ot
- opencd. ...a.;.o :'x.‘ due 4o the great volwze of tralfic that naz
developed inc;.d.enta.l t0 the oettlcment oL ‘l.he vexious com-
mvr.it tes eervaa. 'by the Southera Division of the Ba.cﬁ.ﬁ.c Elezctr.:.c
Beilwey Compaxy. Iz addition ".:o_,the regular traffic on the

lineg adove men'ti‘one‘d., there ure & puzbex 0f extrs trains being
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ope'-a:bed, fox tm tmn...porta lon of employce.° of the: miou..
.h:!‘.p-ouila‘.ing pl.‘z.:::."«~ at W...lmington, Long Boach snd ..a.n Eedzo. ,
The wecords of the P:J.c.ii.s.c: Zlectric Railway -
indd c...te that & tots.l of 549, ’706 paﬁsenger were 'tra.nsp o::‘tecl
dnring 'the' zoata of October, 1917, on e twougs tm.impa.amg
Florence A‘.vonua on the. insd.d.e tra.cku, all of viom vnnld. ha:ve
oeem. dels,ye:a. if an a.ad:itic.nal otoP were to be au‘thorizec}; a.'t tha:t
oot S

The complairts regerding 7 irreguloxity of sexvice on

e locel lime do uot apposx 2rom the e,vid.‘éme 4o hove been

vresent a.u.rin‘_, e monmv immed.ia.*cely ;proced.'mg the heam.ng and
I am not convinced th&t they he.ve occur::ed. the pas st mth

- eufficient frerz;aency to jugtify an oxdex s& to & revision of the

potkod of conducting the local sezﬁc-e; Th‘e‘”schectuie; ‘aha.t :';.s |

effective o;‘tfze_;:s' service witn & fLrequencey, éspe.cia.lly d.i:xing 'th“

rusk hours of thoe zﬁo::ning ard. evoning, that. i°-p2&cti¢v$.1w-

“he some as ﬂ’tzee‘t e mrvice, in Laet, b&tte:c thzm the zervice
en:;oyed. by meny communitie.. oL grester ponul&tion. As 1o tae
speed of the 't}:n:cmgn cars operating over the. insia.e trecks 8t

Florence Lvenueo, - he Ea.cii.uc Electric Ra...lway Coma.ny have &
speeial rmle In the time ~table of tpedxr .;outaem D:f.v:x.s.:.on wh:r.ch’
restricts the °'pe:06. oZ 'tm.x.n... crossi.ng B’lorence .wen.ue to

.wenty miles wr h_ou.r.f Tne speed of cars is frea;aently checked.
by inspectors ancl an exhibit was Liled cous .u...'t:ing of tmn'sy- '

’ taree tast reports showing suﬁ:pri..e tests on CATOT. gh trefng

| mde dnring the mOBtAS OF Septezber, October sad November, 1917,

and all tce reporte indlcote toat ‘tbev snee:&rea_trictﬁ,oen wes |

observed by motormen of the through trains. |

L3 to me matter of accid.em'.., vhick have occmcd at
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Florence Lvenue crossing axd the sa:ﬁe:ty that wonld be vprme.ed.
1f a1l trains, "tb.'rough and locsal, iver'o %0 be required to 80P B
beLore cn:ossing Florence Avenue in efther d.irection, ' “‘!’:hev- |
cTos sivg is n*otected. by a wtanda.::d. automatic wigwa.g signal
and bell which furnishes visible end suiible warning of the .
- eppros&ch of trains and CaXSe I_nve-stig_tmp. has beexn xde vy
the Commisaion of all fatelitics that have oceurred at_.':c.hirs.
croésing d.u:ing tie last four years,snd in 10 case heg it
appea.:e‘a that tb.-e sceident was oze for whié!:i the Rnilmay' Company
was :re"pon.,ible or that conld have been a.voided. vy e.ny a.a'c.ion.
on <he pa.:ct-v ol tho Company or itz employe,a I can:aot recommend
- the establiskment of & re-gal&tioﬁ' et would requi::e the e:topp-
ing of &1l tra.ins at a.ny pa.rtic.ula.r hignwa.y crossing when suck |
regu.ls.tion does not sppear mcesaaa:y and espe cially when Such.
regula'cion' wowld resu._t‘ in the slowing down 0% schedules and
inconvenience ower & helf million tbmouo‘hfp&s«wgeré pex moﬁfh. ‘
niter ca.re-"ul consideration of all the. erv-idence in
tals ezse, I an of the opir.ion a.na. £ind a2 & fact wo.a.t 't;he
~.e::v—‘ce now rendercd ‘oy the %ci:ﬂic Elec‘{:ric Conpany ox ﬂ.'t:.s
"Ja.tto-amande.le -Sout.c. Ea.ss.dene. line is o:f gutfic ient :Zreq_uency
to ,prope:rly seYve the vop at I‘lorcnce mvcnue, and 'ma.t no-
ehowing he..'-' been made waick would j'o. 52T o or&er req_m.ring
o1 traizs, both through and locel, to stop a:t moreme ivento :
for the pnz-poe-o o*' receiving and d..wchs.rg;ins pa.ssengeu:s. I o
also of the opinicm a.nd. £ind a2 & fact that ‘che opead regu.l-
ation now .x.mpoeea by ‘ma Pa.ciﬁc 1cct:ic. ulmy Company' a.nd.
vihich recra.ize peerd. of tra..ma 0 be red:aced. to 'twen‘ty-mi..ea

par nour when cros sa’.ng 1«".l.ore:nc:e A.‘v‘enm 1° a. xea..aona.'ble a.nd.

nroper regul&t;.on,&nd thak such e.pee:d. 1., not excoseive Or
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deagerouns o the; piblic usirg the highwey cxossing at such
point.. '

I recommend the following form of oxder.

A public heaa:ing. baving veen hold in the above ezzt.a.tled
procea&ing tae. m&tter baving been duly submitted a.nd. ‘tne COm-
nissfon being "’ully a&visesd. and. 'b»a...i.ng its o::d:e:z: on the :ﬁi.nding* '
o,. fact ag et forta in ‘cne preceding opinion,

IT Is EI:T:-‘(EBZ‘ Ona)EBE‘:D tna:t this comnl&int be and the
same hare'by i-v c’cic'mieued. ‘ .

e fomgoing opinfon and o::de:: are hereby apm:oved.
and ordered 2ilcd as the opinion a.na. ordex of the Rzilxoad
Commisolon of tbe State of Colifomia.’ |

Da.'tcd. &'t S Fr&mi..,co, Ca.liﬂomia. this _é:i &dy
of. .E.pril 1918. o | | |




