
Deciaion No. 

:BEFORE 'l'D RAILRO.AI> COMMISSION ·01' ~EE S'l'An OF CALIFOmiIA 

In the ~tter of the application 
of Paul Morris for an orde= suth-
orizine the onle 0: a tele~hone 
line in ZUolumne ~d vicinity, 
Tuolumne County, Cali!orni~. 

EY TEE COMMISSION. 

A~~lication No. ZG3C. 

OPINION' 

Paul Morris, petitio~er herein, ~tte.m~ted to transfer 

a certain telephono ~yzt~ operating as a public utility, known 

&s the Tuolumne Telephone Exchange, to :r. A. Livingston OJ.ring 
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the month of AUgu3t, 1914. This transfer was made in vio1ntion 

of the :px"ovieions or Sect10n 51{a.) ot the PT:.blie 'C'ti1iticB Act re-

quiri~ an order ot the Commission per.m1tting the calc by a ~ublie 

utility of property devoted to the ~ublie uee. 
On or about Septembor 1, 1916, S. A. Livingston ettempt-

cd to reeell the Tuolumne Telephone Exchange to George R. ~oncs 

and G. E. N&esle, ~d during the month 0: Sept~ber, 1917, the 

said G. E. NaeGle un~ertook to sell ~is interest to· W. ~. Gurnc.1. 

The authority of the P~ilroad Co~i~eion wae not eou~t prior to 

~ or thcoe transfers. 
Applicant allegez that he was not aware that it is neeee-

sarJ for &n indiv1dual owning and operating a public utility pro~­

erty to secure the ~pprov~l or thiz Commission before said pro~erty 

oan be tre.nz:t:erred. 
The Tuolumne Telephone Exchange 10 ~ small utility oper-

a.ting in the to?'n 01' 1'Uolumne, Tl:.olumne County, end vicinity. ).;A 



actual 1nventor,y of the pro~c~y ot this telephone sy~tem has not 

been ma~e by oither,the ~re8ent or tormer'owners, ~d the Co:mis-

cio~ is witho~t d~!inite know1eQge as to the extent or value or 
Sa:cle. 

Tuolumne Telephone Exchango consisted. of one ow1tchbo~rd, tifty 

miles ot tel~hone wire, ninety telephones in u&e and eighteen tele-

It is alleged that the Bum of $3,000.00 

wa.s the fair ca.Sh value of thi8 sYBtem s..G ot .Augu.:::t, 1914, anG. that 

the c~e amount re~:aecntB its value on December 31, 1917. 
' .. 

Thio telephone system 18 Q:p,erated 1w:i. co~unctio~n'.w1th a 

The various transfers hereinbefore 
re!erred to covered thia ~erchandise busine3z, together With the 

I '" \ ",,' , ,'- (I / ~ " , , / ... 
Tuo1~~e ~elephone Exchange. ~hc separate~eon8iderat1on paid. for 

t~i8 telephone ~yete.m ~t ea~ transfer is not chown. 

Petitioner etatee that thie telephone system M8 been 

conducted carefully and economically ~d. no complaint baa been made 

of tho oervice rendered by it. 

We are of the op~nion th&t the ~ub11e interest will be 

$ub~e=ve~ by the a~proval of the &~plie~tion ~d that thie 1a not 

a c~ee re~1r1ng a public hearing. 

ORDER 

APp1ieat1on having been filed with the Railroad Co~s­

sio::. by Paul Moni» tor :pe:rmissiox:. to 8ell th~ ~olumne Telephone-.... 
. to Georga""':H., Jon~s and 'VI. -T. "Gurney 

Exchs.nge, a.a set forth in the preceding opinion,7 t:.n'd. 1 t appea.r:i.:o.g . 
, 

to the Comm1sBio~ that the public interest will be $ubserved by the 

granting.o~ th~6 ap~11cation. and it further appearing that this is 

not a ease in which a public hearing is noeessar.1, 

I'r IS EEBEBY OP..DEI=iED that the application herein bo and 

it 18 hereby granted; provided that the value of thie property 
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c~imed by petitioner, as cet !ort~ in the opinion herein, 1& not 

to' be taken by this CO~iB81on or other authority as repreeenting 

its fair value for rate making or other purposes. 

Dated at San Francisco, Ca.lifornia.. this __ ~_'j __ d __ :A_' _ 

dar o! ~rilJ 1918. 
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Commissioners. 


