Decision No. °

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the application

of Paul Morris for an order auth- -
oxizing the sale of a telephone Application No. 363C.
lire in Tuolumne and vicinity,

Tuolumne County, Califoxrniz.

——1pN UOISI03(Q)
[oos N :

Y TEE COMNMISSION.

OPINION

Paul Morris, petitioner hereln, cttempted to transfer

& certain telephone system operating as & public utility, known
a8 the Tuolumne Telephone Exchange, %o J. A. Livingston daring
the month of August, 1914, Thig transfer wzs nade in violatioxn
of the provicions of Section 51{a) of the Public Utilitice Act re-
quirizg an oxrder of the Commlission pe:m?tting the sale by a puﬁlic
utility of property devoted to the pub}ic uge. |

On or about September 1, 1916, J. A. Livingston attempti~
¢d to resell the Tuolumne Telephone Exchange 1o George H. Jones
aré G. B. Neegle, and during the month of Septexber, 1917, the
sald G. B. Neegle undertookx %o sell ris interest to W. T. Gurney.
The asuthority of the Railroad Commicecion was not sought prior to
any of theoe transfers. |

Applicant slleges that he was not aware that it is necec-
sary for sn individual owning and operating a public utility prop-

exty to secure the approvel of this Commission before said property

can be tranaferred.
The Tuclumne Telephone Exchauge is a smell utility oper-

ating in the town of Tuolumne, Tuolumne County, and vicinity., An




actual inventory of the property of this telephone system has not

been made by cither the present or former owners, and the Commis-
sion is without definite knowledge as to the éxtent or velue of

saxme. The petition hereln states thsat, as of August, 1914, fhe
Tuolumne Telcphone_Exdhangg consicsted of orze switchboard, Lifty
miles of telephone wire, nireity telephones in use and eighteen tele~
phoree a8 suppliéa'on hand. It iz 2lleged that the sum of $3,000.00
was the falr cash value of this system as of August, 1914, and that
the came comount reprogerts its value on Decembe; 31, 1917.

This telephone system is opcrated 1n(c5n3unctidh¢wiﬁh a
general mexrckandise business. The various transfers hereiﬁbeforq
referred %o covered this merchandise business, togethe; with the
Tuolumse Telephone Exchange. The 355Z13%61concid;§a£;on ﬁaid'?&r
this telcphoze system at each transfer is not shown.

Petitioner states that this telephone systex has been
conducred carefully end economically and no complaint has been made
of the service rendered by it. h

We are of the oplnion that the public interest will be
subsexved Yy the approval of the appliceotion and that this ig not
a case requiring a public hearing.

O RDER

Application having been filed with the Reilroad Commisge
sion by Paul Moxris for permission to gell the Tuolumne Telephone. -
. 10 George E. Jones and W. .- Gurney
Exchenge, a8 set fortk ir the preceding opimion,/ anwd it appearing
o the Corxmissiorn that the public interest will be cubserved by the
granting of this appilication, and it further appcaring that this is
- not a2 ¢ase ir which a public hearing ls nocessary,
IT IS EERESY ORDERED thet the application herein be and

it is hereby granted; provided tham'the value of this property




claimed by petitiorer, as set forth Iin the opinion herein, is not
10 be taken by this Commnission or other authority as represerting

its fair value for rate making or other purposes,

Dated ot Saz Prancisco, California, this _ /O . /U-ZA |
day of April, 1918, |

Commisa:‘!.o:iez"a'.




