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~.b.e :La ?.ica. \,l~ter CompatJ.y',~ b.ere1.aafter reforrE)d to tloC 

.A.p~lic&:lt~ :pot1t1o.c.s to be permitted to diseo.c.ti.c.ue its :public 

utilit:r serviee of wa.ter tor 1:rr1gatio.ll e.o.d domestic '!leos. or i~ 

re qc.1red to· oo.c.tiAue .. for the esteblisb.me.c.t o! just a.c.d reaso.o.a.ble 

rates. 

:?ublio near i.O.g was neola. iA :'0$ A.cge1es, ~lebrua:r:y 16-=h~ 19l8. 

~he status of this Comps.c.y as a publi0 uti11ty~ its history 

a.ad descri,tio.c. of its system was set ~t in ~eeis1oA No. 30~~, 

Alex. Cummi.ogs. at $.l" V3 • .La. Rica VI3.ter Compa..o.y,. Case 82;9, Vol'!lme 

9 .. O!,i.oio.c.s and. Orders, Cal1tor.c.ie. :Railroad Comissi O%l.;' page 15Z,. 

In that procee~gs~ dee1~ed February 7th, l~~&, Ap~11eaAt hereill. 

-=e.s held to be e. publi0 ut11it:r s..c.d si.c.ce that time .b.s.s opere.t,ed 

e.s zueh. 

A anmber of the eon~ers iAolu~g ~.c.g them some of the 

stockholCl.ers 0:: tl:.e OOm:Pa~ eo.c.testod in thi~ )?roeeed1.ag the aJ?-

~lieatioA to, dieconti11ue serv1.c.g as a public utility_ ~he seni ce 
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tJ.OW re.c.dere.C!. by the ComlJ$..ny bas bee.o. a.c.d is of public co.acer.c. as 

th~ Comp~ is de-l1veri.c.g water for com:pe.c.eatio.c. to the :publ1c or a 
:portio!l thereof. It is .c.ot wi tb.!..c. th.e power of the Comp~ £l.lo.c.e 

to change this use to a private o.c.El, ~aase1o.c.i V~. Soledad ~d 

e.o.d Water Compe~,. 170 Cal., 2.21". 

~b.e rc:.tes. cb.e.rge.d the co.as.umers dill"i.cg the period 1912 ~o' 191~ 

wer~ $l.SO per hour's oper~tio.c. o~ tho pump to co.c.tract holde.rs 

a.o.d SO¢ per hour to· stocr..holC!.ers. I.o. the yee:r 19l~ £1.11 llsors were 

charged at the rate of 80~' per hoUl' 's o:peret1.o.a. ot the p~. !:b.e 

Boc.rd o! Director 0 of the Compa..cy decided. t!uJ. t this rate did.. .aot 

produe.e e..c. ade~ue.te i.c.come a.ad. :passed. :::. rcsolut1o.c. estc.blisbi.c.g a. 
rate of $1.25 per hour tor the year 1917. ~b.e auth.ority of tb.~s 

Commissio.c. was .c.ot obta1..c.ed for this i.c.c:-cas6,. which,. co.c.ceq,ue.c.tly" 

is illegal. The Company is .now attempting to collect from all. its 

co.c.S1lmers at this rate ~or use during 1917, 'but as suoh rat.o !lOVer 

became the legal rate, colleetio.c.s should be made at 80<;" per hour's 

Oper&tio.c. of the :pump. 

It .aow rema1..c.s to esta'bliz:o. fs,1%' a!ld. ree.ao.ae.ble rates for the 

service re.c.d.ereCl. ~he record.s of the Com:pe..a;r shov/ Wl.. or:J.g1.c.e.l cost 

of this pla..c.t of *,"2,.8J.4. Assis"ta.c.t Engi.aeer R. ]I. CJJ.:.rk o:! tao 

Commissio.a'e ayd.ro:u.lic Division submitted.,. i.o. Appliea.tio.a No. 2S78~ 

!TIc. the 1!C.tter of tae L..pplice.tio.a of :zJ:l. P.1ca \'[st·er Cor:pe.c.y tor an 

orier autAoriz~g i.acrease o~ rates~~ whicA proee6~~1t wasstip-

ulsted, is a :part of the record i.a this procaediAg,. an eetimcteof 

$3.40& to reproduco the ;plant. 

~b.e o;perati.c.g expe.c.sos,. hours ;ptmlp o;poro.ted. a..c.d. gross revenue 

tor 191& and 1917 follaw: 

~ere.ti.c.g Expc.ase$~ 
Operati~ Revo.c.ua,. 
Hon=s pump operated.. 
?..ate per ho,tl.% cb.a.rged~ 

1916 1.9l7 

$1~183 I 

~~l,,04Q. 
85l. 
~.2S 

Proteste.c.ts co.ateAd. tbat the pla..o.t is Aot operllted. eco.ao:n1ce.lly 

a.o.d that the cost ot :pto:lpi!l.g 18 lc.rger th.a.c. that of 1l pttm:p1.og ':ple.lJ • .'t 
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1.0. good co~ditioA sAd operated efficie~tly. ~~. c. w. Coughr~ 
testitied th~t th¢ cost to him o~ operatiAg a similer plSAt .. 
U!lder co,mpara.'ble co.c.d.itio.ae "'1~S 55¢ :POl' ho~'s oparat1o.c. whe~ 

dri ve.o. electrically aa.d slightly lees whe.a. dri veA by e. gasoliae 

er.g1.c.e. 

ue1.c.g the ma1.c.te~Ace aad oper~tioA expense ~or 19~7 SAd, 

s.ss~iag that the pump pls.At wee oJ? erated. 150 ho'O.l"s dUl'iAg tho 
, 

year ~or <iomest1c service,. or s. tot,$l of 1000 .h.o~s. f9r domestic 
, 

e..ad irriga.tio.c. serVice,. the tot3J. cost ac.d. the coet ~or hour o~ 

o:pore.tio.tl are e.s follows: 

Fo.e 1 ace.. ?owe,r; 
Labor Pum,i.ag; 
Repairs,. 
Secretary's sa,1ery; 
~e.xes~ 
J{~$c:ell.a..c.eo:c.s ~ 

Total 

$801..60 
J.49~07 

12.2Z, 
120,.00. 
7l.32 

l78.45-

$133Z.S.7 

Cost 'Oar hour· 

$ 0.80 
..i.S .. 
.O.l 

. .1.2 
.0'7 
.~8 

~he$e sums do .ao-t, i.aclud.e a~ sllovrs.aee for do:prec1o.tio.o.: or 

iAterest 0.0. i.o.veetme.c.t. It d.oes, b.owever~ i.o.clude under the heed-

i.o.g miscellaa.eo,us. the amo'tlllt ex;pe!l~ed i.a. l'r6para:tioA for Ra,1lro&a 
I 

COmm1ssio.a hea.ri.o.gs which e.re .o.o·t recurroA t ao.d. should be amortized. , 

ovar a period. of years. The cost of ft1el a.nd ;power ap:pears e~cess1V& 

a..o.d. is J.e.rger tlla.o. ord.i.o.a.ri1y oec'Urs ;tor motors of this size t< but 

ove.o. it thte chArgE> 1 s me.terie.lly reduc:ed the resulta.o. t retes will 

:lot lo's.st eque.l thoso asked for by the utility i~ sllows.oce, be made 

for deprec ietioA e..od. i.e. terest 0.0. itl.veztmo.o.t. 

Rer~t¢tore AO charge bas' been made for ~cter used tor domestic 

;9il%'poses p a1tllough the CO::Pz.:lY ha.s boc·.o. ::m.:pplyi.cg eoce e1gb. t ,COLl-

sumers r.1tb. water tor this ;purpose. I sb.e.ll :recotc::::le.c.d. that a. re.te 
. 

be established. .c.ot o.o.l1 for il'riga:t10,,a use, but a.lsc :tor d¢m.(~sti¢ 

use. 

~he rates established hero~ and those in 0f~ect ~.o. the'~~3t 

have bee.o. 1.0. th~ form 0'2 a charge !,er nou:' '$ ol'erati 04 of thi) :p'tl.1:ll.p. 
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It is obvious thst a. rete o~ thie k1.c.d offers !Jt) i.o.d.ucemeAt to keep 

tee :pumpi.cg ple..o.t iA co.c.di tio.o. for effi cio.o.t o:pGre.tio.c.. ~he A~l 

ca.pacity of thiS ple.At appro:d.me.tes. l75 to 200 millcr"s i.c.ohe$~ (50 

mi.c.er T s i.a.c.hes = J. cubic foot per seco.o.d.). I em. of tho op:tmo..a 

tha t i.o. the esta."olishme.c.t of ra.tes $. mi.c.1D:I.'ml rcte of de-livery of' 
I 

the pump should be fixe~ for the b.ourl~ rate ~otablishea. I ree-

oome.ad. that a. m1o:tmum. delivery at the rate Of l6,0. miner T$ :t.o.c.bes 

be fixed. a.s the miAimum for the rat·e ests.blished.. 

ORDER - -. - - '-' 

~be La ?iea Water C~aa7 h~ve ap:plied to the Railroad Com-

missio.c. fOr all order establisbiAg just ~d rea.so~ble rates !o~ 
":'."e.ter se:,ved. to i t.e co.c.Stmlers s.cd a public hearing hav1.c.g bee.c. held 

s..ad. the mat-cer .b.o.vi.cg bee.c. submitted end. bei.c.g .0.0 reaCty for decisio.o.. 

Sta.te of Cf.l.l:tfor.o.1c. that the rates s.o.d chergee of the La. ·?.1oa 'Water 

COnlPs..c.y i.c.sotar as they di:f='er trom tho retes ood. cl:~ges herc1.o. os-

ts'bUshed are uaroIOn.O.erst1ve" 1ltl.just SAd u.o.resso.aeble,. eo:.d. tbat. 1 the 

rstes here1.o. esta~lishe~ are remunerative, just ~d reaso~~le. 

I~ IS ~ O?.DZ2.:ED that the :r.e. Rica. ;'la.ter Oo • .o.y o.c. or 

before twe.c.ty da1s from the date o'f thiz order e$teblish a.n.d tile 

the follow1.o.g rates tor we.ter: 

Irr1gat1oA Use, •••••••••••• 

Dome$tie Use, flat rate ••••• 

$1.25 ;per hour T$ opere-tioA, of 
PtUO.P.. d.eli veri.c.g .c.o't 
less; tb.e.c. 160 m1.a.er T a. 
i~ches (3-1/5 cubic feet 
por seeolla},. . , 

1.25 per mo.c.th per eOAStwler. 
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