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In the Matter o'! the APpl1cation ) 
o~ the JACKSON GAS ,r.I(yR~ C~.ANY, , 
B. B. Letang, Owner, '!or Increase ) 
of Ra.tes. ) 

./ 
Appl1~t1on No. 3622 

:BY THE COmaSSION: 

C •. p. V1n¢1llo.1 :for ~plios.nt. 
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Jaekson·Gas,Light Compsn7 applies for an increase 

ot its rates tor gas :from $2.50 per thousand O'I2.bic :feet to 
$4.00 per thousand cubic feet. 

Jaekeon Ges Light Compan7 oper8tes a small coel 

gas generating pl~t in Jackson,. Amador Count~, and serves . . 

gas for lighting and cooking to approXimate17 ~lS con~ers. 

~he p~t consists of four coal gss generstors, one 0'£ wh1ch 

at present is ent1rel~ abandoned, and ~ 10,000 ~bic foot 

Jlolder e.e.:pe.'ble, in its present eond.i t1on, of onl,. appro:d.-:-

matel,. one-hs.:'f this oapacity, and. a distribution s~tem 



'. 

apprOX1me.:tel,. 3 miles in length With· 300 services and eo 

maximum of 290 meters. This plant wa.s oo%l.strueted a.bout 
the year 1880 and. taken over by the present- owner and 

opera.tor., Ml'. B. E. Leteng, in about 1885 and b.e.s been' 

operated eont1nno'tls17 since then. 
\ 

A hearing was hold before Exam1n9r westover at 
Jackson on May 1, 1918, at which time the ease was sub-

mitted With the underatan~ing t~t Assistant Engtneer 

Llo~d Renle7 would report further on the mnttor of general 

condition o! plant and operating revenne snd expense. 
The price charged. for gas b:1 this. eompa:c.~ Me 

been,.for the last ten or fifteen ye~rs, $2.50 ~er tho~ 
ss.nd. :ou:r1ngthe ptl.st two or three :1en.re t".o.e price o:t 

coal he.s mater1e.11:v increased, it being $12.05 per ton 

1%1. 1916 and. $16.15 in 1917, the l8.tter price 'being 1n ef-

fect at the t1m~ of hearing-
'.fA.a %I.'Cmber o! 8&8 eonS"CUl1ers deeres.aod. during the 

pest year from appro:d.ms.tel:v 290 in 191~ to 213 at the 

time of the hearing. The .saJ.es of gas have been l1m1.ted, 

the consumption per consumer 1n 1917 being approximately 

6,"000 cubic feet per 7ear. rue amount is verY' small, 

being less than one-third of ~he ealea on other systecs 

in corresponding· co~tiea Where the rates for gas have 
been approximately ~~.50 per thoussn~. 

!h~ eomp5n~ ahowed a small return ~ 1916· and a 

defiCit of $2,295 1n the operations for 1917. ~e sta-

tistics and general operating e%penses for the first four 
months of 1918, e.s set fort~ 1n Ass1stent Engineer Renle,.'I's 

report w".a.1ch Me been filed With the Commission 1n this 

es.se in accordance nth .st1:pttlatio:c. at the hearing, a:re 

80S follows: 
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Gaa So~~ - 5~6~OOO Cu.~t. 
Coal. Used- 86 ~ons (l. ton coal ~r 0..000 ett.~t. gas) 
Coke: :Ra~&<t - 34.4 ~one (800 l.b:;:.. eo-ke :per ton. eoal) 

5lo~OOO ~.!t. gas at $2.50· •••••••• $.1.290.00 
~ tens c~k& ~ 1~.00 •••••••• 47&.00 

~o~ P.ov~ue •••••• ~~,7SO.00 

2:0 tone· cO'al. at $16..15. ••••••••••••• 
Lc.bor: 

$1,389' .. 00 

240.00 
480.00 

88.00 
99.00 
18.00' 

~ ztOk~ at $50.00 ••••••••••••• 
1. Sttp-t. '" 1.20.00 j" ............. . 

.~& 

~s:xe3. 
'VIa ter and: :?hone 

••••••••••••• 
••••••••••••• ................ 

~otal ::xpeIl.3~ •••• $2,.3l.4.00 
T'e>te.l.EervenuO' •••• 1.'1'6.&.00 

Qperstips ]ef1e1t •• _$ ~.OO 

~:. ~e- super1ntend~nt worb: one. shL.""t a& s.toker 
be-s1d.es ~e:rform1xlg e.ll. l:lO.1nte=e.nce $.%let re-
pairs: a.s we-ll. as IC.&~ l:~ng •. c:o~:to:ct1llg,. 
ete.· ". 

F'roa tho abo:ve it. is; aPl'erent that a.t presont 

ratee the eompan;v wc:ntld not. be- eb.1& to. make: o:perat:tng e'X-

~eS',. its defie1t be-1ng approX1meteb' $l4C.00 ;per mo.ntli. 
~e revenue· per eons'l%tller' is onl.7 $1$ .. 00 p&r year,. t,I.;pprox1-

m.o.t.elY. ~e ~us.() o~ this: :tow revenuo- may" be- attr1'but&d 

p1.lrtlJr to- the high pr1c:e· wh1oh. baa 'tw):en c:hs.rged ~or ga.a,. 

t:b.e rate o.f' $2;.50 p~::- tho.usand *1:lg about $1.00 1n e!':c&es 

o~ tlle.t v:h1e~ :tn ge:c.~ .. h$.s 'been cb.c.rgod 1n oms,.l com-

:m:m!tie,3 o~ t·Ms state du1nc?; thO' :paat stYV:t)rn:t. :ve~s. An-

other cause- b.a.s: bee::. the- ava11a'CU1 t,. o:t w:o·od for fiel,. 

prc.c:t1Cc.lly all. eOllSa<n"S ()f a:pp11e:ant. llaV""";.ne wood ranges 

iI:.Stal.:t.e<t tor eooktng .. there:07' limiting tho: uze: of eas. -.. 
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rates. thus; eneo.u.'"S.g1:lg mor.6' extena:tv& use: of ge.s:,. "out 

on ac:eo:c:nt of' the: ex:p'9ll$1ve: c::o.eJ. pro-ease employect,. it 

VJO.1lld of:rset C'perating oxpenses.. In c:ar cpin10n it is 

not. a.t all. j?ro'bab~~ the.t s:ue~ an increase: in za.les could 

be obtained. -::brough e:4:3' ra ta .Q.~jtts.tme.ut. 

The C~ss:1onYs: Ga.s $.:ld. Ele-~=ic: J>epartmC':o.t l"..aa . 
1nvest1ga.ted the question of the 1.nstallation of an 011-

ges generator to. repl(l;¢C' the present coal-gas: se-t,. which 

lett&r pro~&$S is n&cessar1ly obsol~te.. It is ~cun~,. . 

:b.o.wev.O'r,. tha.t tc; :!.nstall an 0.11 generator With nec&e~ 

4ec&ssor1e~ wo~d e~st ~ $XC&SS c~ $3,.000.00,. an~ .with 

the !)reva1lofng high eos.O: o:f' oil. and the- Sl:W.ll. sal.g.s per 

c:o:c.s:a:ne-r. it doe,s, ::tot appoar tut the 1ns.tsllet1on o-r 

sueh So generator wo':%lct bo: j'ttst1:fi e~. ":f.on:& 1 t 18 e 

fact t2la.t the ex1$t~::lg ~te-s: o:f' thO' appol1eant ere- me.ter1-

sJ.ly h1gh&:r t:bJu: rete8' in z.1m11s.r loet'tllti~s; in the state,. 

i~ is clearly shown t:cat t:aoy 8%e- no.t ~:tte1ont to' Yield 

cp¢rtlting ~er:.ees. Appllca:::.t hes roquea.ted t1ll 1n~oas'& 

to. $4 .. 00 per thOU3$lla: C'Ilb1e feot and 1t s:ppooxs that such 

a r,g, t& is .neecsea%'Y to- meet :pl:'~sent o.pora tillS' ~onsO'8. 

We doubt wll&ther- UX3 po-rmanont relief' to. :tp.p.l1~t \"l111 

'be- o-1>ta.1:z:e-e:: by sueh :l. ~ te but believe- 1 t is Q.u& "'~l.i- " " ._ 

C&:l.t snd ita' CO:lZ.UI:ers that the: rato' be o3.te.bl1z:hed,. as: 

o-tlla%W1s&,. th& consu:ne:::a ee.mtot e-xpoc:t serv1ee to, be 

C'0J:l. t1nueQ: .. 
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autho.r1z::.t1o.n to. 1:l.eroase 1tc ratas ~or gsZ's:t:ppl!.ed. to th& 

:tnl:.e:W,tants o,'!, t'be- 'Iow::. ~ J'aekso=,. ..blador co.un.ty~ ~cl 2. 

~bl1e he3r1ng: b4v1.ng: been ha!ct and: the matter haVing beEY.l:l 

subm1t1:e~ end. now r&8.-d~ fo-r daeis1.on,. . , ' 

I~ IS ~ ~, that: Jaekso:t: Ge;$ !J:ght com-
ptJ:A'3' 1» c.nd tho same is authorized. to. charge-· ~ eo,llect 

and dter Ztr:te ,20th,. 2918,. :proV1ded.,. J3;ckson Gas: :t~glJ:t 

C~p~ shaIl have file~ with, th& Ra11roe~ Comm1se1~ 

w1th1n ten (10) ~e ~om the- d:ete of'tMe order a. 3eh~'ttl0' 

o-r :reteS' e.s he-rein set forth. 

$4.00 :pe~ Thousand CUb1e Yeat. 

'!;.ttntmum :B1n:~"1.0o :9e.r Month :per Mater. 

~tect at ~ Francisco,. CC11~or.aia,. this 

1'1-J;/;. uy o'! J'a:c.e,. 19:1:&. 

···'t-\.. ...-..--........... , 
-'''''---------:' '/, .,~''-.:'/;..- ;/'", 

,- ,., ~v~ 
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