
In the matter o:r thO' eonstrttct1on } 
and. opert:.:t1011 of EmCmC:tTT!Jj.ITIES ) 
dunng the- elIl«rge-l107 ==ea:te-<t. b,- War.) 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

c:. :l?'. cutten, J.'o~ L. Brit.to: 'and ? L 
DO'WlWlg for PaC:1fie Ga.s' &: Elec-t...-1e CO::r,pOrllY. 

:8:. F'. Jook.~.on a.n~ z. :E'. PollAri.. for Sierra.. 
tlJld Sc.:c. Frtme1 seo- .Power C'ompru:lZ'" & Coc.st 
Va.ll~ Gas &: Electric. Comp~. 

G'tly' ~ Earl., Chs:ffecr Hall WlQ. E'. w. :Bca:t:dslq 
for Gre-o.t We'stern ~O'B.er Comptl.IlY'~ 

11. ~.. Shep~ for c.a.ll!O%7!1a.-orcgcnl Power 
CompOl:l:r. , 

A. x:. Re.r.tor~ and. J. ~. :r.o.1ttle:sc;V for 't1n1-
v~ G~s & E~cctr1c Co~~. 

Abert. c.a.sper for V,.g,llo:jo Ught. [& Power c:omp$ZlY. 
F. tv.. :ra.e-lenz; for Na.Ps.. Va.lle:r Ele:etrte Comp~~ 
I;. A.. SUsmtln for CD.l1forll1~ Telephone $a jjight 

Comp a.J:!Y.' ' z. vr. FOl.SOlll :for Fe:de:rsl. Fuel. !Cd.m1n1stra.t1on 
Dona. rc:~ Oil Ad:m:t:l1stra:t1on. 
S~elXAhn for Western S~S Gns& ~etrie 
Comp~ •. w. !f. l)e;teret. for NortAern o:s.:Lifol"ll18, PO\'2er 
Cocpa.~. . 

S.~~l·do C:oleI!l8.ll for c.oas.t c.o=.t.ic.s Ga.s &: Eleetne 
c.omp~. . 

Freder1ck O·:Br1m for ZederaJ. Foo~ ,!dm1 n1strn..t.1on.., 
Ed.ward Ell1ot:t. fo.r Fade-raJ. Reserve :sank. 

O·l?' I N' r O'If. 
~- .... -.----.""" 

~e r"a.8ons far- the :tn1t1s..t1on r£,' this es.se. 1):1 the 
C:O~ss.-1on a:e full:" set fo~h :txt :De:e1s1on 10,. 52l.4L as follows: 

, . 
"'!I!lUs procced1ng- was 1:c.st1t.uted. bZ" the :Ra.U-' 

rec.d". C:om:m.sai.on of' the st.o.~ o:! callfornia. on ~ts own 
1:tot1on"he:v.tng 'for its object a.n 1%XV'est1ga:t1on (£ the 
eonstrctct~o:n ::loll"" opera.t:!:on o~ electric ~1l1 ties: so 
as to enble it to c1.ete:rm1ne the spec1.aJ. ne~ of these 
ut1llt1us; ct'tzrlng thEt Vl8:I:' emergene:r and in o%der to< 021-
s.bJ.e the C'0mm1ss.1on t.o rellder prompt e.sa1s:ta::te.e. to the 
Gove:-ICent.,. the- ut1l1ties. a.:c.d the- publ1c: to the ena: 

. tha.t thC're' ,wOtZld. bet n<> shortagct in serv.1ee- on the part. 
o:! tho" r...u1Ue-s or ~pt1on ~s:erv1ee- to ~- . 
dus.triffS.'" 



1'h1s easa has been anct w1l~ be- held. ().pe%l dur1ng the . . 
~ emerg"e'lle7 in o%der tha.t :natten Sttc·h as those- eonsidered 

in this op1n!'on 'mA':J' ~ ~en up at tJ:rJ.y' time w1tho:a.t 1nst1tut1ng 

new P:l:'Oceed1ngs.. S1nc::o tho Jb.st decision in this matter the 

shortage of" power haS 'be-COI:lG' l:l¢:t'C' s&r'1ous t:aa.n e:z:poet"-cd. beetmse 

o~ the ma:te.%~ally 1%1c:r'ftss1J1g d:ems.n~ for serv1~ b;r wxr-lous war 

1ndus."tr1e~ Q:ld a.n 'ttllpreee-c!ellted. shor-ts;ge o~ ~o-eleetr1e power. 

Zo,e si tus.t1on appe-ared. to. 'bft sO' cr1t1e:aJ. :tn the northern a:ad 

c::ent%al. :pa:rte of the sta:t.e- that rep:r"sentat1vO'$ o=t the power com-

pcn1C$ Vl~ l:e<2:tIe-stect. to- e~cr wi t!:l. the ~mm1SS1011 on J'ttne ll.. 
cert&in 

1.91.8:. 1. notice- of the eont'erenee wa.s Bent to lthe- Fede%'1ll A'cr:tllor1-

t1es,. who were 1nV1ted to. be pre-sent. 

At this eon:f'e:enoe- 9 and. ~r the ge:c.eral:. s1tu.&t1on 

vra.s e'XPls.1necl to, the :pa:r't!e~pant.s,. 3.l.1. t~e ttt1:t1t,1es~ thro:t:gh. 

their re:ej;>ec:t1w ~rese:z:t'ta.:t1V'e~,. tJogreeKt :tn subs'tanc:e 1», the 

plttzl o~ poo-Ung power,. the postponement of eons1cIe:re.t1o:c.. of fi-

na::l~ adj'ustme-:x:xt.s oeca.s::toXlri. b:7 sue:o. pcoUng,. and: to c~-te 

';lith the- eo=isSiOll in the- adop't1on :l.l:lCt. c~():reet:lent of eo pr10r:t:t;T 

l,is1;..,. 1~ one shoul.d. be- fo-tc:ld nece:sss=:,r. ~a:v the 8dj~nment 

o:! sa.1d. e.cmf'~nee e.. comm1tte:~ o-~ se'ftn,. ::eprefJe'Xlt:tngthO' ~ 
o.:J.e.. 

pow.c- e:ompa.mG'S' e:e:e g1ng San Frsnei se 0. and.. v.te1l:li t7 / .tllG' no:rt~ 

-oo:?!"t10ll o~ the sS.n .108oq:u:tn Valle7 and "th~- S8C:8me'n:to. Va.U.e:r. wee-. ' 

seleete<t b:r the pa:rUe1pa:ttng ~ompSt1es: to. ~" forthfrr With 

thia c:omnx18'S1on and to . ..a1d:. in the' eonsammat1on o~ 88.1d. proposed .. .... , 
.......... ;...' 

pla.n to, nll~ the situation. 
. ~ d1geuSS1ons: a.t. th& d,1Uere-nt 0 on'!e~e-%lCe-s be-tvmen 

that commit.tee- end the Commission W'e%e' ill gone-raJ. aJ.ong the semc-

l.1nG's 8S at the gene:ral. c:ol:ference- on J'a:ne ll.. ~e f;1nel. re-
agreed.: 

z'tll. t~ at' the ms1;ter ~ that the power e-ompame:;y~ c~r ~Oo 

pool. th~1r pow.er ~dto pla.ee- in the h~cts c£ the COmmiSSion 

such a:ttth.o:r1t::r over ~e o:tn'~t1ons (£, their ~vntJJ. eo~c.n1_ 

as wculd. :pe:rm1t it, t.o direOct the d.istribUt1on of tha:t POWft' to· 
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WMt a:Pp~am to the COmmission to be to the heat 1n~3'ts. o:t 

the s1 tu.ctt:ton d:ar:tng the pro sent war cmcrg&nc:r, or t:llt·1~ the 

Corrmt1 ssion sha.ll. 'bY' approp:r1ate: order de-elm:e- ~t thm is ;no. 

f'c.rther need: of s:tch tire'C:t1~; ,a.gre-e1ng, to this eIld.~ tb4t the-
, to ti:ne 

CIonnn1ss::ton could :el-om t,1m&~makc srtch o:rdere, e:tthex :f~ or 

1nfomal., az: thes1tua;t1on might rtr~. C2:} 1'ha.t. this sutho=-

1'ty' ~o:o:lcl be d!re'e;tly- exere1sect by a. 'Fower .ld.m1%listrator to. be 

::tpp01ntea:. b7 the, C:ocmiss:1on. tho ord~ o~ whom.. shOttld be- ~'

jeet to the dire-c:t,1ou, aJld nviow- o~ th~ Comm:1ssj.on. (So} ~ 

th~ COrnn18S'1o.:o: llttght, s:tter con:terenee nth. the Federal. I"ood., 

Fuel. ~d Oil' Adndn:! $tn,:t10llS, !I!he, F'O'de:e.l Re:senf!' Bank~ I~e 

EmergellC:7 Fleet, Col'pOra.t10n, and. such ot.b.ex F'eCl:~l =th.orl-

ties: end pa;rt1es a.s the ~omm1s:s1on d~eme~ proper,. ado;pt,-,and, 

f%-~ tone to. 't:i:me mo~, tQld rev1se.,,~ stt.SpeXtd. tl. ~or.tty Ust .. 
t~ , 

pro~~g for the :t:n:1~t.1G'S in Ao.,use"" .amount snd t1D:cr 0,'£ ser-

Vice o:t ~ electrio, pcr.:n-. 

OIl JtClC' 2Q. the, C:Omm1s-S'1on had So :to.rther he~g 1n 

this CS3e', a;!ter notice- given 'to. t:a.ose who l:8d. part.1c1pa.ted. in 

the prE!'V1oua eo:c:e'~ee-Oll J'ttlle- ll. At. . thia t.1me the tra:c.s-
, . 

er1pt of tAQ.t co~~~ was, by s:t1pttls.t1on of aJ.1. :;n.rt1es: 
, , . 

mad:e psrt of. this: rttcord., and :Mr. L. S. Ree.d.y, tho head of' the 

<!Omm18S'1on:~a Gas: Slltt Electric :D1v1s1·on, tc8't:tf£ed.regsrd.1ng 

wlw:t had. taken phce- a.t the meet~S' of the- said eomm1't't:fm 00£ 

seven ?dth the C:omm1ss:1o:c. ao.d. 1 ts rep%'e'scntat1vac, so th13 

ma'tte:e might, aJ.zo ,wcotle :P~ of thiS'· ree~ .Axlno'a:o.oem.ent-

w:aa m.ttc1e- 1>:.7 the, p:reSitUng CotmJise.io.ne:r: of tha- de:~ and :t%t-

'tct:t;Lon of the Com:c1881on to :r.duc» tOo :f0maJ. crdC' tll. ~ 

eul't$ and.' coIlc'~ue:1ons: of th~ sevex:a~ conf'c:re21ee~ st&t1%lg that 

a.bRn~ o~ a:s::pre8S8'<1 obj'eet:ton to that. eo:c:r:se wo12:la. be eons1-

de:ree:. & s:t1~a:te~ ap:provaJ. 'thC%f:o.:!; the"nr w.ae no. expre88e:CI. 

objection to tha su'l>sta:c.ce t£ the- pro.po'sed plan ''b7 tJ:t13" o:t" the 
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~1es. Repres:ent&t1ves: of the 'Ve;r1ous depctments: o:t the 

Fede:~J. Goverment. whose appea.:z:'ft.'C.ces: We:r!e' o~ &t this: hear-

ing expreesed:. their belief'th&t the CommiSS1on: s'hottld e%.e'rC:1se 

th:t3 s.'tttho:d.ty; s:t8.teCi. tMt the pla.n met w1~ their c.pp:rov.al.; 

ana tJ:.at. S'tlC'h aat.1on as: wtte= t.e.ken, by the COmm18sion 1n 0'0%1-

neo:t.1on W1 th the a..'ttthor1 ~ it. was tthout to asStzrIlC would: :z:oece1ve 

the fulle$t eo.-o.pel%'8:t1on o:t the 

~Sllt th~l" represen t&d.. 

A.t. the J:lI!~sent time w.e 8:l:'C' !'aoed. 'b7 an emerge%lc," s:o::r.-
f1c1ently grave- to· require ~ meastt%'e's. A povr.er sl'Aortsge 

is & "lf1rY' scr10us t~ 'ttIlder nol'mDl. eond.!t.:tons,. but its grltV1ty .. 

is :r.:m:lt1pl.1e<t under w.sr eondi t1ons. Without pooUng ar. porre:r 

snd a eent:l:sJ. eo~~ol in d.1atr1but1n:g 1 t. the p:-e-sent ~ 
, 

threa:tens to serlousls affect. the various wa:r: 1ndus:t:r1es: and 

food prod.uet10n so 'U'1tally nec»~ to the lts.t1on. I 'believe 

tJ::.e :Ra.1l:rottd eomm1ss1o:c. or its autho:r1z.d. ropre-SCllt.o:tive is the 

proper ;p::t7 to ~e- th8.t" ee-nt:al1zed. ~ntro:t. 'J!he power 

¢.or:tpan1es: s:ff'e~te:d: and the l.oeel.. Fed~ s.uthor1t1e~ part1¢:1-

Pll.t1.ng s.gree W1 th me ill t:oa.t. 'belief' $lld ha::ve set1vely assisted 

in mak1'Xlg 1 t an ac:o:ompUshed :ts.et.; 'the power eomps.n1.as: by ;poo-l-

1Dg their power and tte,Tee:tng to po=tit it to' be distr1buted. 

1mder" 'dire~1on of the C'omm:1a:810:c.~ tllld the F'ed~ D:ttthorlt1e8 

by of:t~g to cc>-opera.:te'. I h~ no hes1t&t1on', 'ttIlder these . 
e:tret1lllstt.nee~ 1n %"t"co.mmend.1ng that the C!Omm1sa,1on 8SSttme this 

nspoxtS11>1ll't7 • 

.As the ma.tt..lr now eta:c.d:S' the" C:omm1 asion w1ll take 

such s.et~ on 1rI. rega:d. to the- ;p·ovrer d..t:aa:t'ion. as a:pp&'8rS neces-

sary-. re~g on t'b.e le:g:o.l. rights vested :1Xl; it by tile :EUbJ.1e 

Utili tie-s .A:~_ the st.1:snIls.t1ollS m8C!e b7 the. eompem.e-a agre'e1J:g 

to the gene:r:a:t. p:rOOed.~ wll1ch is set forth 1:1 the- %'4X:ord :tn 
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this ma:t:ter, and the support .o'! the -v:a:rious F~ a.uthorlt1as. 

I ~end the fo·ll.ow1ng :fo:rm of order: 

o R D Z R. 

A. publ1c hea.r1llg he::\1:tng been held by the C¢mm1e:s1cm 

:tn the aDoVO' ent1 tlod. matter Il1ld eons1d:~t1on ha.V1ng been 

g1-we:z1 to the assa:mpt1on b=r it of the .cdm1%l1etra..t1on o:!. power 

and tilo. o:es.t1o-n of' a. Power AAmjttj strn.t1on; t::nd 1 t appea%'1.llg 

~t it is to the best 1:c.tex-ests ofthc consta!lfJrS, the 'ttt1l1.-

ties, the general public and the Fede.rsl. Gove:a:cm.ent ill the- pre-

sent e::le'rgenc:1 that thi$ authOritY' $hottld. be cxere1se~ by the 

COmr::risa1on, snd baz1:cg its order on the power ve~ 1%1. 1 t by 

the Pttblic 'Otlllt1es. Let. the- s.t1pula.t.10Xls. made by the public 

utilities. 1n~s:ted.. and. tile approwJ. :md. otten of co-opera-

tion o~ the repre-senta.tives: of the- Fede:raJ. Govno%ml$Jlt rderred 

to :txt tho op1nio:r. here m; 
IT- IS :a:E.RE:s.Y OItDERE'D-, ~t. the- poe1t1on of ?ower 

Ae rn1 ;0.1 stra.tcr be- and is here:by eres.ted; 

~t ss.1d Power Admi%l1strs:tor sha.ll. and he- is here-

set as1d& ~eh· ord~ as. to h1m tlre deemed. l1ece~y", eOl1~ 

veIli.nt or appropria.te: to. dfec't't1a.tc the purpose's in tlle fore-

go~ opinion set. :forth ill the :iatte-r o:f o~ec:t:1c pcvr.er eo:n-I 

trol. anc:.. ad.l:J1nisua.t1on:; pl'O'Videct.~ howeve:r, th8.t. the: e7..e%e1ee 
-of a:t.ch s.uthor1't7 b,. such Power Adm:1 n1 str&tor shaJ.1. a.t. alI. 

times be s.ub.jeet to- the- d.1reot1or.. and. reV1~ o~ the Railroad. 

Comm1s1l1on ~ -thO' St.s.t-e o:f: c:aI1:fOl"nia. 

~ D.nd. msd:e- a pert o:e' this- order are· the C'ompan1es affe.Qte-d 
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!I!he fO%'e'go1ng op1n1ol:l s.lld. oNe%' a:e. her4'b7 D.pprOV~ . 

end o:rd~(t f1led: sa: the ~1n1ol'1 and. o%der o:!' the P~.rO,.otJit 

c:omm:tsinon ~ the Sta.te of: ~~or%l1tl. 

J)a.~d. 8:~ Ss.z:. Frs:c.c1seo, CsJ.~0:t"%118.. this ?-2-~y 
of Jane t 19~8. 

-



,Up1ne> EVapo:ra.tect. ~ o~. 

:sq. Po:tnt Light. & POR;er COl:lP~. 

. :sell nec1;rtc Coll1P.~. 
Al~e'r :BrOwn ne-c.tne,Pla:o.t. 

Csl1~or.c;ia: Te~e:.9hone 8: :t1ght. c.ompa.~ .. 

C1 ty' Electrie ,Compa.~. 

Coast CO'lXllt1es: Gsa. &: Electric C:ompallY'. 

CO&St Vsll~ Gaa S:: :?:le~tr1c COapa:cy~. 

'DOrAam. Light &: Power CompSD.Y'. 

, Fs.:1r Oaks' Elec:tr1e CbllXpaxbY. 

Gre~tw W&stern :?ower COIl%ptJ:J'JY'. 

ad.<D.e 'Xtt.'b& ~Eloctr1¢ ?owor Comp8.%XY'. 

MO'a:c:t~n 'Light. .8:1later Compn.~ .. 

Napa. Vs.lle7, Eleetr1c , COmPaJ:lY· 

" 
,I 

I{o:rtll.ern Csl:.i:f'o%'%l.1a Power c:omp81lY'. 
Cons.ol1d:s.teO:.. ' 

iovn.to. ~ght & Power C:Omp~ • 

Ps.e.1fie Gsa' t,c, Eleetri e COtlpQl;.Y·, 

Pinole Light &: Powe::z=-,Compsny. 

P~'L'U1l8oS Light. & Power COmp8ll7.' 

Sa.~ento, V.nllet··su.gar,,~· 

,Sierra. &: Ss.n Francisco POw~ Compan~ 

, SnOVT l.!ountatn' We.ter &c' Power C:Or::z:p~ • 

~o!.:mm-e, Co.. ,:E:lec:tJ::1e Power &- ' I 
Ug.a.t: ~~.:, ' " 
~varsal:~ctl=:1e &, G~ C'ompSlll" 

'O't!QC.. Gel.d. Mining CoCP8tt7. , 

Vn.ea.V1lle ~s."tcr&L1gb:t. C'omp~. 

Va.lle,j:o-Elcc.'tr1e L1gh t. 2: Power' 
C:Omp~." " ' 

IlGstern,'sta.:te$' Gas'- & Eleet:r1o 
,~~ .. 


