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This 18 a complaint Liled by tno mowm of Corte Madora
ageinst tho Pacific Gas and Electric Company reguesting that
defendant be ordered to extend its gas mains Lo 3Serve said
mMowWn.

Defendant, in its answer, aileges, in effect, that %o
extend gasz service to the Towr of Corte Msdera, 2S roguested
in the complaint would entalil = capital exponditure of
approximamely 49.4,000.00. Defendant furtncr alleges that

tro synwal reveaue from +se oxtenslion woula not exceed

%2,700,00, which it 48 zlleged would be 1ngu£.icient 40 pay

——

'O\ uo0Is|93Qg

»

75




= Zair or reasonmsble return to defendant for ite invemt-
ment.

& hearing was neld in +this matter before Examiner
Excell in Cdrte Medera, at which time testimony and
evidence were taken end the matier submitied.

Fron evidorce submitted by complalnant, 1t seems
proveble that something over 100 consumeré conld be obtelined
from withain a limiteld erez.

Dofondant submitted an exhibdit from vhich it-.attempted

+0 zhow tha®t the revenue from 100 consumers wounld amowat

to 52,165.00 per year, snd the expenses, including seprociation

at 4.58%, $2,364.61, leaving a deficit of .??199.61'. Defeﬁd.mt,.
also submitted an exhivit in whiéh it ostimsted that the;
cost of the necessary extension wounld be $l4,646.94.

Althoﬁgh we cammot subscribde to some of The Ltexms in
dofendozt's exhibits, marticulsarly those items huving to do
with the estimates of expenses, and deprecistion armuity, we
do velieve that it is apparent from the evidence subtmitted
chat = fair return couwld not be expectod Lrom this extemsion
2or & considersble period in ize future.

This matter bas beexn held in abayence Lor seversl
months witha the hove that economic conditions would improve
to such an extent that we could feel justifie& in ordering
dofendant to meke the mecessary investment. However, con=-
ditions have rapidly vecome more.tense, wetil at present 1t
18 no%t only very difficult for defendsnt to obtain pipe,

except for use in the most urgent ceses, but other serious

problems have arisen such as Iinancing, wage incresses and

-2-




& raplidly rising oil cost; The Commission’s Decision Xo.
5429 Lssued Mey 26%th, 1918 Increasing the gos rates will
compensate for certain Imcreasez, but the earning capacity
o< thig extension would be altered but iittlo thereby.'_

Wo belleve In this cagse that durizg the present
war emorgency, the making of %he ex‘ﬁenaion shoull be vost-
poned wmrtil such o time as ma.teria'.l, labor and finances can
be more readily obtainod, in order thet lador, ma.{t:ér:!.alé
and also the financisl status of the utilitles may be con-

served Lor use in Supplying thoe esseniisl war reguirements

7alchrare toxing the uwtilities' ability to serve.

Bearing having been held, the matter izaviﬁg'been sub-
mitiod, and beling now ready for decision, the RAILROLD CQM-

MISSION COF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA {ind= ag s faot that,
during the present war emergoncy, it is not reasonadle to
require thet the Pacific Gas and Electvie Compeny construct

gas mains to serve tao inhabitants oL Corte Madera.
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Besing its Order on the foregoing findizg o< fect,
and upon other £inlings of fect wikich precedes this Crder:
IT IS EEPEEY ORDERZED that the complaixt in this matter

ve, snd ke smme Is nerevy dlismissed without prejudice.

Dated ab Sen Francisco, Califorals, t2is 17#’5.&::
> July, 1918. /

. Commissioners




