Decision No. 5 éz 0.

BEFORE EE RAILROAD COMYISSION OF TES STATE OF CALIRORNTA

TEZ COUNTY OF XINGS,

Plaintiff,
VSe

TEEZ SQUTHIRN PACIFIC RAIL-
204D COLRANY, & corporation,

CASE NO. 1234.

Dofexndant.
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R. Justin Miller for the County’
of Xings, 2laintiff.

George D. Squires for the Southern
raciflic Railroad Company,
8 corporation, Defendant.

GORDON, Commissionsr.

QP IOX

This applicetion was filed with the Commission om Jume 4,
1918, md & public hesring was Leld thereon at Eanford, on July 22,
1918. |

Complainant herein alleges that certain h.igh‘wa.y grade
crogsings over the tracks éf the Southern Pecific Compsny are
dengerous to the public who are force’d to use 'them, and requoests
that an ordexr De Ss-a'aéd, by the Commiesion directing the dofendant
to install and meintsin protecAtivo devices, ox é humen flagman, at
esch crqsi-::.ng. o A |

In answer to the complaint, the Southern mci_ﬁ.c Company
filed m ensver in which it states thst, 1a its judgment, 20 protection
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is necessary at oither of the first two crossings montioned in tizo
application 0nd that, ot the third crossing, it bae made arrange=
ments to install an automatic flagmax as soon as material can he
seoured. The crossings men'b.ionea. in the application are as
followss:

le

Crossing of Loke Street with the Southem
:Paciﬁc rallroad in the unincorporated Town of Armons.

IT,

The oroasing of the State Highway with the
Southern Pacific railroad at a-point adout ome-half (%)
mile east of Hanford.

IIX.
The crossing of the Kings County Eighway

with the Southorn Pacific railroad at the west line of
the ¢city limits of the City of Hanford.

Croscing in tkhe Town, of Armong 18 a north and south cw.nty
Eighwa.y, kpowz locally as Lake Street. This crossing is ovexr the
main line and four (4) othexr tracks. TWhen alpproaching the crossing

fron the south the ﬁ.éw is badly obstructed by 2 lumber yard and a
packing plant on the right of way. The tracks at this point a.re‘
often Lilled with cars during the packing season, which iz also the
time of the year whon the Highway 1s most used, and this increases
the hazard to a large oxtent. When approaching the crossi.ﬁg 2rom

the north the view is less obstructed, but an open view of the main
1ine to the West camnot be obtained uwatil about twenty (20) feoot

from the railroad. Several fatsl accidents have & curred at this

point and some protection shouwld md.oubtedly be provided d.v.ring the
packing season, when the view is obstmcted. by cers in the yards,




and switching movements axo & daily occurrence.
The crossing of the State Eighway with the Southorn
Paclfic tracks, ome~half mile east of Hanford, 1s made at an angle.

of about oleven ldegrees. This slight angle 1s a feature which makes
this crossing dangerous, Lor, while the view is open for adbout seven
rundred feet from the crossing om each sido, the drivers of vehicles
are forced to look almogt directly to the rear to make sure that

trains are not approaching from bekind. This highway is heavily used

and often the driver's attontion mist bo focused upon approaching |

vericles, which makes it'dangerous to look to the reare. It would
a.:éioes.r that t0 & coertain e::tent‘ the danger at this crossing is csused
by the disregard of the hazard attached to it by the drivers of
venicles buf, as two Zatal accldents bave cccurred here snd the County
1s willing to assume & porxrtion of the expense of insfalling an auto-

mwatic flagmaxx, it 13 our opinion that this protoétion should Dde
installed.

" Tho thirxd crossing is located on the County Eighway

on the wect 1ime of the city limite of the City of Henford ani 18
over the main line, ome siding and a spur track of tﬂo Southern
Pecific Company. The view at thic crossing is badly obstructed on
three corners until the right of way' line is reached.“: The trs.f:tic
over thig crossing is hoavy and train movements are froquent. No
guestion was raised &s to the advisability of leaving tﬁis crossing
waprotocteds The Couwnty, prior to the he;é.rs.ng., nad agrosd to pay
one-half of the cost of an sutomatic fLlagman et 1te installation at
thle point, and arrangements have been made by the Southern Pacific

Company for the imstallation as soon &g tho necesssry materisl can
be obtained. .

I recommond the Lollowing form of order:

. -
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THE COUNTY OF KINGS, having made application to the
Commiselon £or sn order directing that protection be installed at
three crossings in Kings Couwnty, California, as herein described,

and a8 shown on the map attached to the application; and a pubdblic

hearing khaving been held and the Cormission believing that certain
protection should be ingtolled, maintained and operatod at theze
crogssings; . .
X0 IS EEREBY ORDERED, That the Sowthern PaciZfc Company
be apd the seme hereby is orderod to instell, use, mnintain and
operate certain safety dovices, or human flagxen, at ea.éh of the

crossings mentioned in the applica‘bi&n;" subject to tho Lollowing
conditions: | .

(1) The Southexn Zacific Company shell install sl
) .. s : e C e
maintein & human Llsgman &t the crossing of Laks Street with the
Soutkern Pacific Companyts tracks in the Town of Armona; sald

flagman to protect the ci‘ossi.ng betwesn the hours of 7:00 L. M.
axd 7:00 P. M. during the period botween Junoe 1 and Decembexr 31,
of each year. )

(2} The Southern Pacific Company shell install, operate
and maintain an asutomatic Llagman at the crossing of the State Eigh~
wey with the tracks of fthe Southern Pacific Company at a point about
one-ralf mile oast of the City of ﬁanfora.

(3) The Southern Pacific Company shall install, 0pérato
and ma.inta:[ri e.ia automsltic flagman at the crossing of the Cowaty
Eighway witn the tracks of the Southern Facific Compeny at the west
line of the city limits of the City of Eanford. )

(4) One=bsalf of the cost of the above montioned auto-

matic flagmen and the cost of the installstion thoreof shall be borme

by the County of Eingse




(5) The Commissfon roserves the right to make such fure
ther orders iIn rogard to this mattor as to 1t mey seem right and
proper, if, in its Judgment, the public convenienco and necessity

demand such action.

The foregoing opinion and ordexr are heredby approved
and -ordered filed a8 the opinion and order of the Railroed Commiesion
0 tho State of California. |

Dated at San Francisco, California, this Jé day
, L918.
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" Commigsioners.




