
Dec1'a1o:c. No. 5 {;; /0 . 

:a:a:FORE ~EZ RAILROAD COlJUISSIOllT OF :E3 S~ATE OF CAtIFOmaA. 

~ COtr.Nn OF ZINGS, 

Pls.1nt:1f~.-

) 
) 
1 
) va. 

TEE SOUm:E:R.N :PACIFIC :RAIL-
ROAD COM?ANY •. ~ eo~orat1on. 

Defendant. 

) 
j 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CASE :NO. 1234. 

--------------) 
R. Jnst1n ~ller ~or the County' 

of :iCings. :?la1nt1ff'. 

George D. Squires ~or the Southern 
~a.cif1c ED.ilroad Compan:r" 
tl. corpora.t1o~ Defendant. 

OPINIOlV -- ........... - .... 

This a~~lieat1on was filed with the COmmission on ~e 4, 

1918, SIld a publte hearing was held thereon a.t :e:anford, on _ J'Ul7 22, 

1918. 

Complainant herein alleges that certain hignway grade 

eross1ngs over the tracks of th&SOuther.a Paeif10 Comp~ are 

dangerous to' the public who a.re forced to use them, and re~eet8 

tha.t an order be :m'sued b,. the CorrJm1s31o:a: directing the defendant 

to install and maintain protective d.ev1cee. or So human flagmon, a.t 

ea.eh crossing. 

In s,:aswer to the com~la1nt. the Southern Ps.e1 fie CompEl.llY 

f1led so. answer in v.t.ich it states tlw.t, 1n its jUdgment, no protection-
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18 neoessary at 01 thor of the first two cross1ng3 mont1onod in th~ 

application and that" at the third crossing,,· it hae made arrange-

ments to 1XlSte.ll an a:'O.toma.t10 fla.gma:t as soon as mterial can be 

seoured. ~e cross~gs mentioned in the application are as 

folloW's: 

ero ssing o~ Lak& street with the Southern 
Pacific ra1lroad 1:0. t~ uninoorporated Town o~ Armona. 

The orossing of the Sta. te B:1gb.ws.y w1 th th& 
Southern Pacifio railroad at s."'po1nt ~bout one-hs.~ (t) 
mile east of Hantord. 

III. 

. ... 
The crossing of the K1nge County HighwaY' 

w1th the Southern Pa.cific ra.ilroad at t~ west line o~ 
the City limits of the City o~·Ranford. 

Crossing in the Town of Armona is a. north am\ south C01l%LtY' 

R1gb.wa,., known locally as Ls.ke street. Th1. s cro asing is over the 

main line and four (4) other tracks. When a.:p:proe.eh1ng the croa~ng 

trOI:l the south the View is ba~ obstructed bY' a lumber' Y's,rd s,lld a. 

pa.cking plant on the right of waY'. ~e tra.cks at. this po1nt are 

otten filled. with oa.rs during the packing sea.son. which 18 elso the 

time of the year when the. E:igb.wa.y- is most used, a.nd this increases 

the hazard te> s. luge extent. When approaching the ere>ss1ng from 

t'he north the view is less obetneted, but an open view of the ma.1n 
11no to the west ea.:onot be obtainod until about twenty (20) :!eo't; 

from the ra.ilroad. Sevoral. fa.tal a.ooidents havo 0::, eurred at this 
";"" 

po~ and some protection should undoubtedly be ~rovi4ed during the 

packing season, when the view is obstructed b7 ears in the yards. 
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and switching movements aro a da11~ oocurrence. 
~o crossing of the Sta.te R1ghway With tho Southern 

~ac1!i0 tracke~ onG-hAlf mile east o~ Ban!ord~ 1$ made at an a~o, .. 
of about eleven degrees. ~s slight angle is a teature Wh1eh ms.kes 

this crossing dangerous, for, While the' View is o~enfor a.bout seven 
hundred. feet:from thecross1ng on ea.ch S1do" the drivers o:!'vehieles 

arG fOrced to look almost direct~ to the rear to make suret~t 

~ trains are not approaching ~rom behind. ~i8 highway is heaVily used 

and. often the driver's attontion mtlSt 'ba :focuso<t u:pon approa.ching 
I 

vehicl~s" w:b1oh makes it dangerous to look to the rear. It would 

appear ths. t to a certa1.n extent the danger at this oross1ng is oa.used 

by the disregard o! the haza.rd attached to it by the drivers o~ 

vehicles but, as two !s:tttl s.ccidtmts ha,V& <:.lC' cured. here and the Count,. 

18 Willing to assume a portion of the expense o! 1nstall1llg an auto-

matic :fl8.gman, it is our opinion tha.t this protection should be 

installed. 

, ~o third cross1~ is loos.tod on tAo Cotl.:c:ty m.gh.we:y-

on the west lil'le of the city limits err the Cit,- of :Ersnford a.nd. 18 

ove::- the main llne~ one siding and a. a;pur track of the Southern 

Pacific Com:p~ •. ~e view at this croas1rJ.g is ba.dly obstruotedon 

three corners tu1tU the right of wa:,- line is reaohed. ~e traffic 

over th1e oroas1%lg is hes.ov:v and train moveme:c.t·s are frequent. No . 

question was ra1ecd. as to the a.dvisability of les.V1ng this cross1ng 

unprotected. ~e County ~ pl'1or to the hea.r1D8.. ha.d. agroed to pa,. 

one-hal! .of the coat 0'£ a.n automa.t1c flagma.n at its 111etalJ.e.t1on 8:t 

th1s pOint, llJ:ld a:r:re.ngements. hS.ve been ms.de by the Southl)rn 1'8.e1!10 

Comp~ for the installation as soon as the necossar,rmater1al can 

be obtained.. -
I recommend th~ following form of order: 
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OEI>EE ----..-. 
~EECOUlTfi OF XINGS. having made applice.t1on to the 

COmmission for an order directing that protection be installed at 
three crossings in X1ngs Count7. California. as herein described. 

and a.s Shown on the map a.ttached. to the ap:p11ca.t10,n; and 8. :public 

hearing haVing been held and the Cor:mnss1on belieVing that certs.1n 
:protect1on eho'OJ.d. be izu:;t:J.1J.ed. ma.1nta1nod and operated. a.t these 

,,:roes inga; 

IT IS EZRE:BY ORDERED. ~t the SOuthern Pacifi0 Comp~ 
be a.nd t~e same hereby is orderod to install. use. m.a.:tnts.in and 

opera.te certa.in safety d.evices. or human flagmen, at each of the 

cro8'eings mentioned. in the a:ppl1cation; sub jeet to the follow1ng 
conditions: 

.... ~ ., 

(1) The Southern :?aci:f1c Company ellall. 1llstall a.lJI!t 
. . . ......... ' ... ' .",. 

mainta!n s. human ns.gma.n at the crosSing of Lake street with the 

Southern ;E'acific Com~ts tracks.1n the Town of ArmOl'l8.; said 

fla~ to :protect the crossing betWeGn th& hours of 7:00 A. U. 

a.%ld 7:00 P. M. duri:cg the period between .Tune 1 and Decem~r 31. 

of each year. 

(2) The SOuthern Pacific Com:pany ahall install. opera.te 

and maintain an automatio flagman a.t tho crossing·e! the $tate Righ-

wa.y with the tra.cks of :the Southern I>ac1fic Compa:cy at a. po1nt. about 

one-hal~ mile Gaet of the City of HSmford. 

(3) lIhe Southern Pa.ci~1c company s:ball install,. op~rate 

and :ma.1nta1n an s.utoma. tic flagman at the crossing of the county 

Highway Wi til. the tra.cks of the Sout.be:rn Pa.cific comp~ a.t the west 

line of the city limits of: tho City O'! Ea.~ord. 
./ 

(4) one-hal:f of the cost of the, above mentioned auto-

matic.flagmen a:c.d. the cost of the installation thereof- shall be borne 
'. , 

'OF the Count,. o·! Kings. 
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(5) ~e Commisston reservO$ the right to make such fur-
ther orders in r.egard to thi3 matter a.s to it may seem right and 
proper, i!9 in its judgment, the publio oonvenience and neceos1ty 
demand suoh action. 

~e foregoing opiDion aDd order arG hereby a.pproved 
and-ordered filed s.s the. opin1on and order o'! the :Railroad Commission 
o!.tho State o~ CalifOrnia. 

Dated a.t San Francisco. CsJ.1:!orni6.. this Jbp).. .dB.y 

of _~.,..::;E:IiC:::':;;';:~ ___ • 1915. . 

, .' ""',-'" • • ,> ~ ',' ..... \,~-
'~..; 

COmmissioners. 


