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::81 :a COmr.ISSION: 

O?IN'ION---- ... -----

~o6evil!e W1a.ter Users l.esoc1ction. comp'r~se<l 

of' eotle ta,1rty con~umers of t:a.e Ro~eville ?ater C'omJ?o.~. 

com~l~ins of tho service ~d pr~o~ioe3 o! that eompany_ 

T.he complcint alleges tAat defondant 'is C 

public utility water corporation~ supplying water !or 

, .: thc.t servico is 'in-

su:C:Ciciont preszure for fire p:co,tection and. domostic ;service; 

.. ~ , 
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and t~t t~o =~tos of de~ondant ~re exorbitant. Complainant 
asks ~hat dofendant be rcquire~ to incro~se its ~ator pro-

d.uction and. Un:9rovo its service :;J.nd that this COlIltlission 

establish ~ schodulo o! fair and. reasonablo rates. 

De fondant • in its Q.'tl.s:v:er, d.enies' all tho 

mJlte:-ia.l allegations o! compla.int ~nd c.llG'BOe t:o.~t its 

consumers; J.;h~t' i tis now supplying 400 gallons :per d.ay 
for each of the inhabitants of Roseville, 'Vlhich use it 

cla.ims is exor"oit&.l'l.t and. vls.ste:!'ui,. ano.: -:ha. tit h$.s rocont-

ly 1nst~11cd wolls and ~dditional pipe lines at largo ex-

pense to increo.so its vIa ter, supply and. distribution ~o.ci11-

ties. 
Pu'blic :t.e!l.rings 'Nore held 'by ~.o..mino·:t 7:ost-

over at Roseville and San Franoisco. 
~o:fen~ant owns ana operates a w!l.ter plent 

eu;pplying ?osoville. So 01 ty of £l.pproxima:toly 40CO po:p~a-
, I _' • 

tion. with Toatc:. Its mpply is obtaine~ ~rom tho ditch 

syctom of the P~cific Gas &: Electric Company from W'AicA 

it is delivered into defonaant'c rosorvoirs, wAich ~o 

loc~tod $pprox~tcly throo miles froQ the City of zoso-

villo o.t s.n eleva.tion oi c.bout 200 feet abov~ the city. 
water is tra:smitto~ from these reservoirs in sheet iron 
pipes to the 01 tY 71Aore it is d.istribute~ to ,tho consumors .. 

ZAie system was incuouratod in 1907 by 

the present o"nner, roservo,irs. -::0'1:0 'bu11 t. and. tho long 
" 

tr~nsmission mc1n froQ the reservoirs was conetruetod to 

supply the t1'lon fO":1 residents o'! the c1 ty. As the city, 

grad.u~lly srew, tAo system was enl~rged. and extonaod to meet 
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tAo donw.ne.. 
'Do!endall t admi t te d at the hear'ingz th3. t tho 

servico renC.oX'ed d.UIing 1915 and. the os.rlypart of 1917 

WOoS poor. but stated. t~.Jlt it had constructod. wells, pump-

ing plant cn~ a ,ipo line whic~ ~ test had discloeod ~ou:d 

d.eliver approxim&tely 250 B~llons ·of ~~tor per minute un~or 
. 

a prossure of 142 ~oundS. It ie conton~od by ~e!on'ant 

its sup~ly obtained..from Pacific ~s« Electric coopsn~. 

~ll s~pply ~ cufficient ~UAnti~ of water to m~ot 0.11 

d.emancls of consumers. It ~u.rther conton~s .llihat tho U3~e 

of wo.tor by the consumors has ooen w~sto~l in tho' ex-

tremo duo to tho fe.ct that it ~as herotofore cbargcd. tor 

t~e ~o~ivory of wo.ter uno.or $. flat ~atc schedule. 

iVe a.re 0:£ the opinion tha.t tile 3.d.d.i tio:c.s.l 

install&tion &bovo ro!orrod to '::'ill l$.l'gely l"ectity the con-

ditions of service complained of, but that without an invost-

m~nt 30 large as to 00. unoconomio it will be impos$ibl~ to 

::nect sll d.emanc;.S a.t tilo t~e o! peak C onsUInp'tion unless tho 

ontire eystom is meterod.. It h£l.s ·ooon ou::- oXl'cr-1onco 

t:ilrou.gc.out the entire sta.t'c tha.t consumption oi 'VIator !l'om 

unmeterod systoms i~ exorbitant and wasto~ul, making for poor . 
an~ intor.mit~ont servico. ~e will. thorc!ore. requiro that 

'~o~en~~nt meter its eystom ~e soon as practicable. w~ 

realize, howevor, ~Mt wr.a cona.itionz ho.vo rond.erod. it im-

practicablo to secure oqui~ment ~ithout largo expeneo cn~ long 

aol~~. . Thereiorc. whilo wo wi~l requiro ~ctendant io 
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ultimately metor its entire system. zuch dolay ~ll be granted 

as will perm!.~ it t'o mc':te tilis improvement oconomioc.lly. 

:he p:resont rato scAed.ule in c1'::f:ect ist:iul.~ 

established. by the (J.u'tho:Ci,tios of the City of ?-osevillo in 

AP:9raisfJ.ls were sublllit'tcG. by Albert Givtln. 

tho cost of ne~ well an~ e~uipmont. follow; 

Estima.ted. cO,st new, 
Lnnu1ty. 
Deprociated cost new, 

Railro&d Commission 
Engi.aecrs· 

$11~94 
*1904 

Do:t'o:o,d.a.nt'z 
'Znginecr 

$132625 
**2.9:63-
101073-

* - Sin:tinS :fund Annuity. ** ,- Straight I,ine Mothod. of Jje;prccitA.tiO'tl. • 

... ~»r ,. - ··.·1' ;:r. .1. v. .ll.em,Pl'l... ..., president 'of the 

:Roseville ~.!l. tar Company. testified that tAo en tiro eost 'of 

ti:.e syst0m. includ.i:ng rlofic'i te during :i. te oarly yoazs of 

opel'a.tio~. 11$.S betweon ~130,OOO ana. ~14o-,OOO. It 13 un-

nocoscc.ry.to Qiso~ss t~oze appraisals in detnil bee~~o the 
total ~n=ncl ch~rges computed on the smaller o~ thes~ ~11l 

require an annual income approxim~tely equal to tAatnow 

reoeivod by t~e utility. 
T".a.o COIlJl::lissioll'ta enginoers report thet' 

po~e for 1917 of ;11,55$.00. an~ tA~t in their opinion tAe 

amount was ~e~son~ole. rna gross incomo for 1917 ~as 

$24,599. leaving a not operating revenuo o! $lZ.941. Thoro 

r.as oeen no deduction from tho ~bov~ reportod gross 1~¢o~G 

for 1917 of eZ4,599, for uncollecti"olc £l.ceounts. 

ZAO new ,ump1ns plant was not operatod # 
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extensively in 1917 but ~~oub~~~l~ ~ll be operate' a~ost this yo~r·eno. :loll the ... Uliur<e 
cont:i1l'tIou:::ly/during tho CUllll:.Ol" sea-zon. v:hica. is the poriod. 01" 

~'t%!:l. Ci.etUmcl. Z.a.ere is no mea.ns ava.:i.la"ole by which to 0$-

t~~te tho quantity of water ~Aich it will bo neeesssry. to 

pUltp from tr.~s plant. 'because 0-: flu.ctuations 1:c. d.omand. sn(l 

tho:refore tho operation rule. m:;.intona.nce costs clur:tng 'cOtling 
yoars cannot 71011 "00 cstirOO."vcG. vii thout fu.rt~Elr d.c.te. sho":l'.o.ng. 

~ts actuc.l operation. Z.a.oro will also be an ~d~ition~l oper~ting 

expellee 'because of: tAO installation o:r moters. "l;:b.ich It:tlzt bo 

met in tho ~nn~l cha:rees. War conditions have &0 increased 

tho CO$\ of labor &nd materials tr~t tho abov~ reported mai:c.tonnnco 

e.n~ o!,o:ration 0X)?onse for 1917 llill unG.ou"otedly. "00. very lc.rgo-

1y increasod... .I:a. orC-or ~~:r.:,t tho ll';;:i.li ty m:;.y 81'1'0' edo~ut;::o 
• 

~o considorod in the o~tablishmcnt of r~toz • 

. Return on $ll6.494.00 ............. $93l9 
Do~reciatio~'annuity ............ 1904 
~a~ntcncnco ~d o~eration 
enons c .o.s. .o.! .19.l1 ........... .,. ............... 11.658 

.. ~otal. ~ .. .... ;;;22,d81 

Wo thus !ind this u~ility &t ~resent 

operating un~or a rate schodu1o~~ich ~ill roturn to it c gross 

revonue a.:ppro::.d.mllting, tlie Q.n.nual cilo.:::goz ~o:r tAO yoar 1917 -=ithout 

con:::io.ering in detail teo' incroasod; cost::: o! o;porc.tion. 

o~ tho City o~ ~osevillo ·do not, in our opinion. ~quit~bly . 
dist:ri ou~o th(l "O"'::d.on among tho concumers in all inzta.nco$~ ana. 

~e ~o ti.od.i~y tho sc:a.odillo CoS ~o climintl. to some of tho inoquities •. 

:Ae tost1m~ny ~bmitted. concerning purity 
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of tho w~tOl' supply d.oez not juztify a sorious refloc-

tion upon its qu~11ty. ~e ~uestion o~ purit7 of wAter 

sUJ?Ply is uncler the juriSdiotion of tho State 3o£J.%'d. o! 
Realth. App~rently the corrective mensurec being installod 

Will satis~1 the oomplaint in this ,articul~r n$ well as 
thoso rolating to inadoquate serVico. 

OEDER ------

:!>ttb11e !'!~~~1nc.~ hev-lng bee:t h~ld U)?on tho 

~~$Ues raised by the pleadings in the abovo entitled 

case and the mat-tor boing suomi ~.;ted. and. now road.y ~or de-
eision, 

::e:E UILP.Of.:D C01~!SSION CF,P.E.BY :;'I!WS that 

they differ from the ratos hereinafter sot out arc ~just 

$.no. u.nrea.soDa"ole ~ and thnt the rates esta.blishedin the 

oro.er :t:ollo"iving ~e just and. roasonablo. 

Basing its order on tho above find.ings of 
fa.ct and. Ul'.OD. those contained in the o,inion proooding 
tll:i.s ol"clor, 

IT IS db~-sY OP~EPJm by the ?~11road Com-

mission of tho State of Cal~fornia that defendant Rose7ille 

twonty d.ays from the da.to of thiz ordor 8cJ::.edule of rates as 
follows: 

, 
1. Minimum meter rates. '$1.00' per month. 
All other'meter rates remain th~ samo as establishod 
by ordinance ~d on !ile 7r.i.th this COI:ltlies1on. 
Flat',Rates:. -

Rosideneoe~ 2 rooes or less 
;tesid.onees y Z or 4 rooms 
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Smllll storoS' $1 .. 00 POl' month 
:Barber shops (l ohair) 1.SO "' " Eaoh aoditional ohair .50 '" "' 
~ire serVice to tile City o'! 
Eoseville pet hydrant. 1.,50. " '" U1n1mtzm fire sorvico payment, 150.00 '" '" 
Lll ota.er flnt ratos to remain the s~me·ns est~blishGd 
by ordinanco of the C1 ty of Rosoville and on :f~le with 
this Co:otlission. 

I~ IS ]'U'ETEE? O:RDEP.ED that Ro sovi l10 "!1&. tor Company 

sh~ll proceed as rapidly 8S its financial condition nillpor-
mit to motel' its entiro systom. 

I~ IS FURfEEE ORDEPJm tnat tho ~osovi11o Water 
Co'O:pcny shall fi10 with its :c::s.to sctloo.ule :rules and rogo.lst1ons 
for t:a.e Q,:p:p:roval of this' Commission •. 

I~ IS FURz.EEa ORD~~ that t~e complaint in so far 
as it rels.tes ~{jo :purity of water and. service. 'be and. it is; 

~atod at San ?r~cisco. 

day of ~ 1918. 

Californis.. this ~ 
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