Decision Xo.
- BEPCORE THEE RAILROLD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the fpplication )
of DAMIE EALSTEAD for certificate )
of public convenience and necessity )
to operate passenger and express ) Application No. 4023.
ggira-ice betweon Hamilton City and i
COe

Lon Bond and Deiruwp and Delirup by
Jobkn Deirmp, for Applicant

X. W. Heator for Guy Eee.tén,
Protestant.

BY TEZ COMIUISSION

Urs. Damie E. E&ls*tée-d. hes petitioned the Railxoad
Commfssion for an ozder declaring that puolic comvenience and
necessity require the operationm by kher of an sutomobile stage
line as & common csrrier of passergers and express matter between

the City of Chico, County of Butte, and BEamilton City, County of
Glenu. |

A public hearing was held by Examiver Handford at Chico

on September 13, 1918, the matter was duly submitted and 18 mow
ready £oxr decision.

E.pplicém rroposeas to charge rates in accordance wita &
gched.ula, markxed exhitit "A™ and filed with' the application in this
proceeding, and to operate three rouwnd trips per dey between
Chico and Bamilton City, usiyg as equipment one Studebskor Anto-
mobile‘ of seven-passenger capacity and one Ford Automobile of
five-pacsenger capacity.
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Witnesses for applicant testified that in thelir opinionm
the existing authorized lines axe 1ot able to satisfactorily
handle the pa.asengé.:r traffic betweer Chico and Eamilton, espac-
viaa.ly during the season of the jesr whex the sugar factory of the
Sacramento Valley Suger Compaxny &t Hamllton City i in opexation,
that overloading of cars has bYeen noticed and that.psssengers
desiring transportation over 'the stages of the existing authoxized
line rave been left at Hamfilton City for the reason that the
stege wes loeded to capscity. The population of Hamilton City
is normally about six hundred persons, but during the s£eason wher <4he
sugar factory of the Sacramento Valley Sugar Company is in opex-
ation there iz an 2dditionsl £loating population of spproximately
*Two hundred persont.

J The grantizg of the desdred certificate iz opposed by
Guy Eeaton who is operating & stage line bdeiweexr Chico and
Esmilton City under the regulations of the Reilroad Commission,
and witnesses sppesxring in behalf of protestant testified that
the present sexvice is adequate and sa.tis:factory for the demands

of the traveling public ovexr the propo sed roule. Protestant,

Featon, operates throe stages, one of six-passengex capaciiy snd

two of four pessenger capacity each. ZIrotestant slleges that the
present sexvice of three romnd tripas per day is a&eq_udtee and
satisfactorily meets the demsnde of the txaveling public. There
was schmitted In support of protestant’s testimory & numbexr of
iy c:a.rd'.a sg made out by drivers of protestants carxs and cove,z;-
ing the vperiod from Lugust 7 to Lugust 3L, 1918, inclusive.

This record showe that during the period above-mentionod & 1018l
of 230 passengers wexre carxried from Chico %0 Tanilton City end
that 236 sests out of & total seating capacity of 466 wexe
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uwnocenpied. PFrom Eamilton City to Chico a total of 226 pass-
engers were carried and 240 seats out of o total seating
capacity of 466 were nnoccupieé,. The record shows but 49.4% of
the seating capacity W bave beern occupied helween Chico sné,

. Hamilton 'C:t.'!:y and but 48.5% o2 tke scating capacity to have

beon occupied between Hamilion City and Chico. Single cox oper-

ation was in evidence or all dut four days during the above-
mentioned period, and on the four days an exira car waes operated
to cere for *’che\ needs of tue traffic. All witnesses were in
sgreement as 1o the present travel conditions repﬁcesen Wng the
hegviest travel ¢f the year, ord that du.ring the wintex monthse
tke travel waz in considershly leszened vOolume.

The applicant herein hasg operated é, so=-called taxi-
gervice between Hamilton City sud other points, principrally to
Chico, and has condumeted such service on & basis of charging s
fare of $1.00 por passenger betwoen Chico and Eemilion, such
Zare Teing the same as the stage faxe ch&;‘ge:ﬁ; by tbe line ope':-.
ated by tae protestant, Eeaton. It appears that while the time
of depariure of the so-called taxfi-service heretofore operated
by the spplicant has xiot heen uwpon any regularly fixed scrodule
tkrat the service that has been rendered has heen practically &
stage service in that the patronsge of individwal travelers has
been solicited. In the opinion of tae Commission & iegitim'ta
toxi~-cad or Tor rent™ sexrvice cont‘empmtes the renting of the
entire caxr on' oither an hourly, trip ox mileage basis, and the
rental shouwld cover the extire c&r irxespeciive of the mxm'be:v of
persbns comprising the "fo: rent™ load. Vhen i;ndividual PaLS~
engere are charged a £iat rale ocack uwnder the guise oL texi-

sexvice the evident intent Lis an evasion ¢f the providions 6£
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Chepter 213, Lews of 1917, amd of the regulations -of the Rail-
-road Commission. Iegitimate taxi-cad service is a matter not
wader e regulation of the Ra.ilroa.é‘. Commigsion by "ﬁhe aushority
conferred by the Iegislature under the provisions of Chapter 213,

Taws of 1917, dut it is essential that such taxi-~cad sexvice e

conducted upon aproper basis and we 4o not consider that the
assesament or solicitation oflindividuval fares c;,onsti‘tu‘aas a
legi‘tima.':e taxi-cedb .gervice as contemplated by the Legiélatu:e
iz 1ts enaé‘ment of .Cha.ptar 213, Laws of 1917.

Mtér coxeful consideration of 811 the evidence in
this wocoeding we are of the opinion thsat the public conveniencez
and mecessity over the rouite betweenm Chico and Hamilion City is
anply cared for by the aunthorized stage limes nmow operated by
Guy Eei‘con axnd E. P, Chrissinger, tho former operating three
round txips dc:ily‘and. the latter ove romnd-trip dsily. "ma pro-
testant, Heaton, has ample eguipment o satizfactorily g.eﬁe the
pub 1ic neéd; ard in case of sn unususl amount of travel 'offerzing,
mist arrange to meet his obligsation as a common carriex sud
provide extrs cars 1o care for the public demand. IThe evidence -
in this proceeding does not indicate that any demsnd Lo0r service
has exdoted whick cowld not be satisfactorily cered for, but if
sach occurs ix future, it is the duty of the estadblishked stage
lizes o provide such sdditional equipment that will snswer the
needs of the traveling public. |

. We are of the opinion ond ind as & fact that the
public convenience and necessity do not reguire the es‘téblishxzent
of on additionsl stage linme between Chico and Hamilton &3 prayed
for By the applicsnt herein. |
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Krs. Demie Z. Helstesd having petitioned the Railrosd
Commisgion for an arder declaring that public conwvenience snd
necessity require the operation by hexr of an antomobile stage
line &s & common caxrrier of passergers sud express matier
between the City of Chico, Bufte County, and Hamilton CLty,
Glern County; & pudlic hea.rs.ng having been held, the mattex
raving beex duly subxitted a.ncl the Commissior being fully
adviced and hasing 11:3 oxdexr on the £inding of fact as szet Zorxtr
in the opinion which precedes this order,

IT IS mm OZDERSD that this ayplication be and tre

same hereby ic dexnied. ﬁ
Deted st Sam Franmcioco, Califomie, this [f d.a.y

0% Sepiember, 1918.
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Comissionar s. |




