Decision Noe

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION
OF THEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

LLL‘SON -UOjS_IOe(]

In the Matter of the Application of
I0S ANGEIES GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY
for an Order extending Time for Com-
pliance witk Chapter 499, laws of
1911, as amended by Chspter No. 600,
Tawe of 1915, beyond that previously
stipulated in Commission's Decigion No.

3675.

APPLICATION
NO. 2228
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Paunl Overton for Applicente
J» Morganthaler Lor Electriocsl
' Workexrs. |

BY THE COMMISSION:

O'PINION

This is & peti‘bion for a snpplomental order ex-
ten&ing the time for compliance with the provisions of
Chapter No. 499, Iaws of 1911, as amenfed by Chapter No.
600, Lawe of 1916, referring to the placing, erection,

use sud meintensnce of electric poles, wires, cables snd

appliasnces. ‘
For a statement of the law governing proceedings

of this ckaracter and the principles which guided the Rail-
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rosd Commiseion in its previous decision in thia matter,
roforence is hereby made ‘o Decision No. 3675 in this ap-
Plication, dsted September 26, 1916, (Opinlons and Orders
of the Rallroad Commission of the State of Califormis,
Tol. 11, Pe 291), in which decision the Commisslon Teview-
el <ho matter of jn;:is&iction and the.reqnest for an ex~-
tensién of time by epplicant in which to recomstruct its
lines. . |

Tris decision directed that spplicant's over-
heed electric systenm shoumld comply iz 81l respects with
tﬁe provisions of the law abové reforred %o on or before
June 301:1:, 1919.. Applicent now contends that, owing to
the abnormal conditions drought sbout dy reason of the
wsr, particularly referring $o the incressed costs and
scarcity of labor and materiela, the completion of required
reconstruction within the tine previously specified will
place upon it a burden which will be 4ifficult of scoomp-
1ishment, sond which, in the 1light of the present emergency,
appears unjust and unreasonsble.

Applicant contends that 1t has removed a large
portion of the hazardouns conditions and that no serious
hazerd wowld Tesult from the contimmance of certain of the
infrsctions until removed by normal ma‘intémco and, i'a-
plagements. Testimory of applicant shows materia;;. i
creage in cogt of supplies =and labor required for this
work, and also difficulty in obtaining the necessary la-
bor. Evidence of applicant is also to the e£fect that
& large part of the reconstruction required under the law
would be done within the :;xext' ‘hree to five years ander
normal conditions of maintenance and replacement due to
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the faoct that most of the infractions are on pole lines

£rom 10 to 14 years old, o8 whexever repaii- or reconstruc~ |
tion woxrk 4 done on any pole 't:he' entire .conatmction on
tho polo is made to comply with the law.

Applicant contends s8 a further diffienlty in
its ability to comply with the law the fact that a large
portion of the remainming violations exist on poies\ used
jointly with other utilities. This faoct obviously re-
quires, for economicel performance, that all the ntili-
ties ixnvolved n:mst do their zjeconetmotion Jointly.

This difficulty should be obviated by properly directed
co-operetion smong the various utilities.

Seni-annual progress reports have been f£iled
regulerly by applicent aince the decision was issued, in
accordance with speocifications therein. These reports,
together with evidence submitted st the hesring in this
natter disclosed the fact that applicant msintained a
schedule of reconstruction up to Jarmary last, 1918, which
211y complied with tho specifications of the order snd
1% continmed would have dbrought the company’s system into
complete compliance with the law dy June 501.:21, 1919, the
time f£ixed in the decision. |

A pudlic vhea.ring iz this supplemental applics-
tion was held in Los Angeles on June 28th, 1918 before
Exemizer Encell, &t which time evidonce was introduced
and the metter submitted, with the understz_mding that
cortein additionsl information would be filed by appli-
cont as reqﬁested.. This evidence has been f£iled and
the matter is now ready for decision.

Reprosentatives of the Electrical Worlkers op-

posed the gremnting of further extension of time beyond
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June 30th, 1919 urging that the utilities co'a.ld._ obtain
the necessary employes to 40 the work, and that the sBafe-
ty to.the linemexn required toat the work he completéd.,

It appears from evidence that a consideradle mi:n-
bor of infractions are of e technicsl nature and thelir re-
noval would not greatly increase genersl safety. In fact
evidence of the applicant is, in general, to the effect
that certein features of the required reconstruction might
be properly postponed in view of the present i:rgont demand
for conservation.

Te are of the opinion that applicant should Te~
move all existing hazardous corditions within as short a
time as posaidble end we belleve that the uee of materisl
end labor for such work could no%t be consilered other.
than essentisl. There appears little question but that
the wtility could odtain the necessary employes to com-
plqte this part of the recomstruction. = Inasumuch 28 8&p-
‘plicant faithfully complied with the Commisefon's previ-
ouns orders up to the time it found 1t impersative to apply
for ad.di"tional tine, wo believe, in view of the present
war emérgency, that except for the cases wherein special
hazerd exists either to employesl or the general pudlic,
an extension o0f time should be granted to the applicant
within which to compietely comply with the law. This

will conserve meterial and supplies which uaquestionably

will e Tequired to meet future demands directly or in~
ddrectly essentisl to the winzing of the ware

Counsel for: p,pplic;a.izt has stated that it would
gladly undertake immedistely any reconstruction which, in




the opinfor of the Coumissfon, apposred to be hozordoms.

' It iz precticelly impossidble in ax order te dee
2ine speciﬁcélzy whet types of Lnfraoctions are tausly
izvolved and +the evidénce vresented iz not ol sufficient
dotall to specify what poles oxr Iinoé should bé rocon=-
st::'ac'terct.; .

In order to bring about & definfte wnderstoniing
3s to just what woxk mey be postpamed end what crall be '
carriod onm to immediate completion, £t sppears that the
moct sstisfectory procedure would be for the Commizaion’s
Gas snd Electric Divisioxn, which hae coerge of the iuspec-
$ionm of the Ximes for the Commission, to be instructed to
inspect lines of e.pplican@ a.rxci o inﬁicate 'to applicsnt’s
representatives tke specific work tkot should be wader=
taken, ond that this Divisiorn, wrder the Comnission’s
zuthority, shall owtline & schedule waich the applicant

shell follew ix the prosecutior of the work.

Tos Lngeles Gas snl Eloectric Corporsiion baving
applied to this Commissfon for em order oxtending the time
within whick to comply with the provisions of Crapter 499,
Stetutes of 1911, =z axended by dbapter 606, Statutez of
"1915 of the State of California, public hearing having
beer held and the metiter .submitied,

IT 15 EEREBY ORDERED that tho reconstruction of
applicant’s overhoad electric system o comply witk the




provisions of the above referred to laws, shall de prose-

cuted in such mammer &s will be indicated from time to
- time by this Commission and 50 that all hazardous conditions
hereafter designated by this Commissiorn shall be removed by
Jvae 30, 19'19.“

I? IS EEREBY FURIEEBIORDERED-that Los Angeles
Gas and Elestric Compeny shall f£ile semi-anmusl statements
ag provided for in the previous application of thi=z company,
the tommission's Decision No. 56’75.

Dated st San Pramecisco, Californis,
8 Z&._ day of September, 1918.

Conmissionerss -




