
Deoision No. 

. . 

----
:BEFORE '!!EE RAILROAD Cow£[SSION 

OF ~ STATE OF CALIFOFnA 

---oOo~ ... -

In the MAtter of the APp11os.t1o:a. of ) 
SO'C".!:RERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMP.ANY, ) 
MT _ WRITNEY POWER & E!.EC~J:O COMPANY) APPLIC~IO:N' 
and R •. Go. tACEY CaM2.AIrY for an order ) 
extend.1ng the time W1 th1n ~1eh to ) NO. 3599 
eompJ.,.' w1 th the proVisions of Chap- ) 
ter No. 499. !Aw8 of 19l1. as smend- ) 

ed b:v Chapter No. 600. Laws of 1915. ) 

BY ~ C.OMMISSION: 

l:t&X'17 13s.uer 'lor APplios.nts-
3. Morgsnthaler for Eleotri­

cal Workers. 

OPINION a..t __ ....... ~ __ 

!hie is a petition for a supplemental oxder o~ 

the Railroad Comm1ee1on e%tending the time for compliance 

'With the pl"ov1e1ons of Chapter No. 499 ~ Laws o'! l.~ll. ~a . , 

amended 07 Chapter 11'0. 600. Laws of 1915. :r&teX'r1.ng to 

the pls.c1ng~ erection.,., use and, maintenance of eleotric 

pole a, Wires • ca.bles and applianoes-
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Decision No. 3675, dated sept~ber 26th, 1910 •. 

direoted that southern California Edison COmp~'8 over­

hea~ eleotric system Should,eomp17 1n all respeots With 

the proVisions of the law on or be~ol'e Jane 30th, 1919' • 

.A;pp11cant no,,'o0l'1ten~8 th&t. oWing to the abnormal. eon­

Utions brought about b,. reason of the war, part1cul.ar-

17 re:!el'ri%1g to the increased co ate and ecare1 t7 of 

ma.teri&l and labor,' the oompletion o:! required reoonstno­

tion w1th1n the time, prev1o'lls17 specif1ed will place upon 

it 8. ba:rden wh1ch W1U be d1ff1C'11lt of aocomplishment" 

and which, 1n the light of the present emergeno,", appears 

lZl1jUSt 8:Xld unreasonable. ,J;pp11es.:o.ts aleo oontend the.t 

they have removed. a large proportion of the h8.zardO'll8 

conditions end that no serious h8zsrd would reault. fx'om 

the conttnnance of oertain of the infractions unt11re­

movea. b~ nol"lllSl ma.1ntensnce and replaoemen ts. ~e8t1-

moll1' of applicants ahows material il:1ores8e in eost of 

supplies s:n~ l&bor requ1r~d for this work, and. also d1f­

f1~ty 1n obta1ning the neoeeee.r,. labor to ca:J:r3" on the 

work. 

SUbsequent to the da.te of 1s811e'of'l)eoision No. 

3675 1n thi8 matter, southern CSl.1:!ornia Edi80n Co:tnp8ll7 .. 
aoquired on M.s.,. 26th. 191'1 and November 19~, 191'1, re­

speotively. all of the prope:rt,. then owned bY'the paci­

fie Light and Power Corporation and. all of the property' 

then owned b,. the Ventu:ra Count,. Power Co:npan,-. In 

th.18 eeme Decision No. 3675. :pacif1e Light 80m Power co%"-

:l)ora.t1o:a. waa granted an extension of t11n8 to an4.1nelud-

1ng :ane 30th, 1919. wi thin Which to oomplete the :re­

quired recon8t~otion, and ~ Dee1s10n No. 3692 the Ven~ 

tum CO'QJlt,. J?ower CotlP~ "$a, granted to and, 1l101ud.ing 
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December 31st. 1918 tor' the completion of 8uQh reoonstrue-

tion. 

In acquiring the propertY' of Pacific Light and 
, . 

Power Corpore. t1on. Sou thorn cali forn1a. Ed.1son Comp83:ll" ac­

quired control of the Ut. V1.b.1tne:r Power & Eleotrio compe.n:v. 

~d there 18 no. pending before the COmmission & prooeed1ng 

Whereb,. the :s:. G. Lace,. Compen,. ~roposee. to oollve,. its prop.. 

en,. to the :k~. m11tne:r Company-. It 1e apparent' from. the' 

foregoing that b,. reason of the community of interests that 

exists botweoD. the different oompe.n1es. con81de:r:a.t1oD. of the 

oa.ae of each should, be treated &8 a part of the whole and 1tl. 

th1s proceed1ng ehall be 80 tres.ted. 

!est1mo:D3' on bohalf of the two latter compa:aJ.es 

relati.ns to the manner 1nwh1eb. theY" are affected b,. exist­

ing oond.1 tions perte.1ning to me.te:r1&J.e, labor and ld.1ldred 

elemente, are 'identical With those as set forth b:r the Edi-

son CO~. and it is there~ore logioal that, a oorrespond-

1l1gproees8 of reaaon1ng should be emplol'ed. 

~e Commiseion'8 Dee1e1onNo. ·3666 directed that 

the overhead electric zystem of the Mt. WhitneY' Compa:c.,. 

should compl,. 1nall re8);>ecte With legal requirements on ar 

before J'tme 30th, 19l9, and tha.t of the :e:. G. Laoe,. Compa:c.,. 

on or before Deoember 31st, 1917. 

For & statement of the law governing prooee~g8 

of this oharacter and the prinoiples lfh1eh guided the Rail-. 
road Commission 1n its preVious deoisions .tn this matter. 

reference 18 horeb,. made to :Decision 1:0. 36'15 1n A:PP1104t10n 

No. 2222, cts.ted September 26th, 1916. (OP1n1ons and order8 

of the R811road'C~881on of the state of California, 

Vol. 11, p. 291), 111 Which deciSion the Commission re'V1ewed 

the matter of juri.diotion and the request tor an extension 
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of time b:y applice.:a.ts there1n Wi th1n which ,to complete the 

required reconstruction. 

_ ' The Comm1es1on' 8 attitude 1n the matter .of oom­

plianoe With the la ... 18 ver::r olearlY', 8l1d def~tel,. ex­

pre88e4. 1:0. the op1n1on set forth &s a. part of the above men­

tioned. decision. from WhiCh ~s ~oted the followtng: 

WWe believe that the situation Will be olarified 
if all parties understand def1n1telY' that, the 
sta.te' 8 polic:,v 8,S 8.XU'lounced. in these Statute8 
18 t~ bG carried into, effect 88 epeedi1:,v as 
18 reasonably Possible. and tll8.t the :Ra.ilroad 
Commission intends to dO ever,thing 1n its, 
power to brtng about this result." 

J.ppl1ca.uts should oonotentl,. hold in m.1J:z4 that the 

Commis8ion's attitude remains 't1ll8.1tered and. were it not for 

the, emerge:c.e:,v with which the :cation 18 now collfl:'onted this 
. 

applica.tion, if enterta.1ned at al.l. would be treated in 8.'C. 

ent1re17 different ~ner. 

From. a eonsideration of the progress, ms4~ 1n the 

past. it 115 apparent th8.t the interests reP,resented hGre1l1. 

With the exception of the original so~thern california E41-' 

eOll Comp~ interests, have not 41splayed an attitude to­

ward the COmmission's previous order8 1n relation hereto 

that is in an.,. w18e commends.ble. On the contrar,'9 the,. 

have decidedly failed to Show the diligenee ~ oar~ on 

the work that the order olearly indicated as that WhiCh 

would be expeeted. 

In the C8.a8 of the Southern C8J.1fom1a Edison Com­

pan7 testimony pOints to the ~volved conditions ~ou:o.d1ng 

certain lines b,. reason of jOint pole eonstnot10n which ex-

1st8 in the City of !.os Angeles. In order that. the work 

of removing Violations on such polee may be oa:rr1ed on with 



. grea.test eoonoDll". it is obVious the.t all the utilities in­

volved should ~ their reconstruction 301ntl~. r.hie dif­

ficult,. could be obViated' b,. properl,. d1reoted eo-o:pera­

tion. 

Representatives of the Eleot:rioe.l Workers op.-': 

posed. the granting of frz.:rther extension of t1me beyo:a.d 

J'une 30th, 1919 .. urging th&t the utilities oo~, obte.1%I. 

tl:.e neoesMl":y' emploZ'ge to 0.<> the work and that. .the eatet,­

to the linemen re~1red that the work be completed. 

It appears from evidenoe.. however, that a con­

siderable n=ber of infraotions are of 8. toohnica.l nature 

and their removal would not greatl,. inorease general aafe­

t,.. In !act eVidence of applicants 1'e.. 1n general, to 

the effeot that certain features of the required reoon­

atnetion might be :properly postponed in View of the pre­

sent urgent demand for oonservation. 

We are of the op1n101'1 ths.t a~lioant8 should 

remove aU ex1et1ng' hazardous oond.1 tiona wi thin &8 short 

& time aa possible. 8nd. we believe that· the ee of me­

terial. and labor for· this work could not be considered 

other than eS8ential. !here appears little question 

'but that the, ut111t1ee could obts.1n the neeo88a:r,. em­

plo~es to complete this part of the ~eeon8truot1on. We 

believe that except for the' c&see wherein speoial hazard 

exists. either to emplo~ee or the general public. an ex-

tene1~ o~ time should be granted for oomplete complianoe 

with the law. This will conserve me:ter1aJ. a:nd 8UpplieB 

1fh1eh u.n.quest1ons.bl,. Win be reqtt1red to meet future d.e-. . 
manda, d1reetl~'or 1nd1reotl~ 8seent1al to the winning. of 

the ws:r. 
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Counsel for sppl1esnt,s has stated thSt ·the,. 

would glaU,. undertake 1l:mned1e.tel,. tJ:f:J:3' reconstruotion 

. Wh1eh~ 1%1 the op1n1on of the Comm1sa10n.. a.ppears to be 

hazardOUB. 

It'is p:raet1oall,. impossible 1%1. an order to de­

fine spee1fiee.l17 wha.t type o~ infractions are, tlmBly in­

volved. and the evidence presented 18 not of 8Uffieient 

detail to speo1f7 what poles or 11lloe should be recon­

structed. 

In order to' bX'1ng a.bout a. def1n1te 'IXIlderetand1ng 

&II to just what work mal" be postponed end whB.t shall. be 

ca:rr1ed on. to 1l:cmed1s.te eompletioXL~ it appears thEit the 

most 88t1s~80tor.1 procedure would be for the COmmis8ion's 

c;s.s and Electric Division. which hs.s charge of the in­

epeet10n o:t lines for the Comm1 s8ion~ to be 1nstl"1loted to 

1n8pect. 111188 of spp110snte ana. to indioate to their rep­

resentatives the ~ec1f1e work that should be tmmed1atel,. 

-cmdertaken, and. the.t this Division? und.er the COmmi881on"s 
, ' 

authorit:y. shsll outl1ne the schedule wh1ob. the app11etmts 

Bll8J.l follow 1%1. the prosecution of the work. 

ORDER 
-----'~ ... 

,. < 
, . . 

Southern Csli!or:o.1a Ed1eon COmpsn"f Mt. Whitne,. 

Power & Eleotric Compe,217 and the :s:. G. :LaceY" Comps.n7 bav-

1ng spplied to this Comm1ss1on' for sn order extending the 

time with1n which to eompl,. w.tth the provisions o~ Chap-. , 

ter 499, Statutes of 1911~ &s amended b7 Cbspter No. 600 

of the 'Statutes of 1915 of the stete of California, pu~ 
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lio hearing haV1ng been hel~ and the matter 8Ubm1tte~, 

I! IS BE:RE:6Y ORDERED th&t the reconstruotion of I 

appl1csnta' ove:rhead electric syetem to oompl,. nth the' 

proVisions o~ the a.bove referred to laws, shall be proe8-
, . 

euted 121 such ms.nner' a8 Will be 1nd1oa.ted ~om. time to . 

time b:y this Commission and 80 th8.t all hazardous ooll41-

tione hereafter des1gna.ted b:r the Comm1ss1on shall 'be 

removed on o~ before JUne 3Oth~ 1919. 

r.l!' IS :e::E:R:&BY FURZlER ORDE:?Jm that Southern. ·C8l.1-

f'orn1a Edison Company, Mt. Whitney Power &: Eleotric Com­

p~ snd the :s:. G. L&eoy CO:tDp8.Xly ah8l.J each cont1lm.e to 

tile semi-8llnUa.l Progress Reports as prov1ded for 1n pre-

ViOU8 orders of the COmmission in this matter. , . 
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