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BEFORE TEE RATILROAD COMMISSION
OF TER STATE OF CALIFORNIA

m-g;-}-)t%"'on uolsio’(q

In the Matter of the Application of
SOUTEERY CALIFCRNIA EDISON COMPANY,
MT. WEITKREY POWER & ELECTRIC COMPANY AYPLICACTION
and H.. Go LACEY COMPANY for an order
oxteonding the time within whick vo NO. 3599
comply with the provisions of Chap- R
ter Yo. 499, Tews of 1911, a8 amend-
ed by Chapter No. 600, Laws of 1915.

Earry Bauer Lor Applicants.
J« Morgenthaler for Eleotri-
oal Workers.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

mﬂ.e i 8 petition for s supplemental oxder of
the Railrosd Commission extending the time for compliance
with the provisions of Chapter No. 499, Laws of 1911, as

amended by Chapter No. 600, Iaws of 1915, referring to
the placing, erection, mse and maintenance of electric

poles, wires, cables and appliances.




Decision No. 3675, dated September 26th, 1916, .
directed that Southern Californis Edison Company's OvVer-
hesd electric system should. comply in all respects with -
‘chevprovisiona of the 1a.w‘ on or before June 30tk, 1919.
Applicant now contends that, owing to the abnormal cOn~
ditions bromght about by resson of the war, perticular-
1y referring to the increased costs and scarcity of
material and labor, the completion of regquired reconstrac~
tion within the time previously specified will place upon
it & burden which will be difffcult of accomplishment,
and. whﬂ.'eh. in the light of the present emergencjr, sppedra
wiust ’a.nd. unreasonable. . Apprlicants a;Lso contend that
they have removed & large proportion of the hezardous
conditions and that no serioms hazard womld result Lrom
‘ tho contimmance of certain of the lnfractions watil Tre-
moved by normal maintensnce snd replacements. Testi
mony of applicants shows material inorease in cost of
sapplies and labor required Lor this work, and also 4if-
#ionlty in obtaining the necessary labdor %o caxTy on the
worke

gubssquent to the date of issue of Decision Noe
36'75 in this matter, Southern Californis Ea.iaon Compaxny
acquired oxn Ma; 26th, 1917 and November 19th, 191’?, ro-
spoctivelj, all of the property then owned dy the Paci-
fic 'I.ight and Power Corporation and &ll of the property”
then owned by the Ventura County Power Compeny. In
tbis seme Declsion No. 3675, Pacific Iight and Power Cor-
poration was granted sn extension of time to and includ~-
ing Jume 30th, 1919, within which to complete the Te-
quired reconstruction, snd in Decision No. 3692 the Ven-
tnra County Power Company was granted to and iIncluding
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Decombexr 31lst, 1918 for the completion of suck reconstruc-

tion.

In acq'a;.rmg the property of Pacific ILight and
Powor Corporation, Sonthem‘wlifornia. Edison Company ao-
quired comtrol of the Mt. Thitney Dower & Electric Company,
snd there is now pending before the Commission a pfocood.i‘ng
wheredy t}:o He Geo lacey Company proposes to oconvey its prop-
erty to the Mt. Whitmey cdmpany. It is apparont from the "
foregoing that by Teason of the commmnity of interests that
exists betweoﬁ the different companies, consideration of the
~case of each should de treated a8 a paxrt of the whole and in
this proceeding shall be so trested.

Testimony on bohalf of the two latter companies
relating to the mnﬁer in which they a.ré affected b:r oxist-
ing conditions pertaining to meterisls, labor and kindred
elemonts, are 1dentical with fhoae as set forth by the Eii-
son Company, aud 1t 4 therefore logloal thet & correspond-
ing process of reasoning should be employed. | |

The Commission's Decision No. 566.6 directed that
the overhead electric cystem of the Mt. Whitney Company
shounld coumply In all respects with legal requirements om ar
before June 501:1;\, 1919, and that of the . G« Lacey Company
on or before December 3lst, 1917.

Por a statenent of the law governing proceedings
of this character snd the principles which guided the Rail~
roed Commission in its previous decisioms in this matter,
reference is hereby made to Decision Noe 3675 in Application
Noe. 2222, dated September 26th, 1916, (Opinions and Orders
of the Railroed Commission of the State of Californie,

Vole 11, P 291), 1in which declsion the Commission reviewed
the matter of Jjurisdiction and the request fér ax. ezfenaion
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of time by applicents therein witﬁin which to compléto the
roquired recomstruction. ,
. ' The Commission’s attitude In the matter .Ao;r com~ .
Pliance with the law 418 very clearly' and definitely ex-
| Pressed in the opinion set foxth as a part of the above men-
tic;nod decision, from which is quoted tﬁe following:
™¥e believe that the situation Wwill be clarified
if all parties understand definitely that tkhe
State's policy as anmounced in these Statutes
is to be carried into effect as speedily as
ie reasonably possidble, and that the Rallroed
Commission intends to 4o everything in 11:3
power to bring about this result.”

Applicants should constantly hold in mind that tho'
Commission’s attitude remeins unaltered and were it not for
the. emergency with which the nation is mow confroxted this
aprlication, 1 entertained at all, would be trested in an
entirely different manner.

| From a counsldexstion of the progress made in the
past, it is aﬁparent that the interests represented horein, .
with the excoption of the original Southern Califorris Bdi--
son Company interests, have‘ ﬁot uspléyed. an attitude to-
ward the Commission's previoms orders in relation hereto
that 1s in any wise commendasbdle. (n the contrary, they
have decidbd.l# failed to show the diligonce in carrying on
the work that the order clearly indicated as that which

wonld be expected.

In the case of the Southern Californis Réison c'omp

pany testimony points to the iavolved conditions surrounding
ce?:tain linés by reason of joint Pole construction whick ex~-
ists in the City of Ios Angeles. TIn order that the work
of removing violations oxn such poles may be carried on with




. greatest economy, it is obvione thaf all the utilities in-
volved should do their recomstruction Jjointly. Thie &1f-
fioulty could be odbvieated by properly directed co-opora~
tion.

Repregentatives of the Eleotrical Workers o;p-":
rosed tkhe granting of further extension of time beyond
June 30tk, 1919, urging thet the wiilities could obteln
tke necessary employes to do the work and that the ecfety
to the lﬁemen required tkhat the work de completed. |

It appesrs from evidenoye, bowever, that a con~
siderable number of infractions are of a tochnical‘ nature
and their removal would not greatly incresse general safe~
_tye In fact evidence of applicazts i’a, 1n general, to
the offeot that certain features of the required recon-
struction might be properly postponeé. in view of the pre-
sent urgent demand for comservation.

. We sre of the opinion that applicante shounld
remove all exieting hazardous conditiong within as short
a time a8 possidle, and we believe that the use of ms-
torisl and labor for this work could mot be cona:!.d.or;sd |
other thé.n essontiales There appeare little gquestion
ot that th;:. utilitier could obtain the necessary em-
ployes to cpmpléto thie part of the ‘reconstructilon. We
believe that oxcept for the cases wherein specisl hazard.
exists, eithgr to employes or the gemeral publie, an ex-
tension of time should be granted for complete compliance
with the law. This will conserve materisl and supplies
which unguestionably will ve required to meet future de-

mands directly or indirectly essentisl to the wimning of

the ware.




Comnsel for spplicants has stated that they
would gladly undertake Lmmedintely any reconsirunetion
.Which, in the opinion of the Commission, appesrs to be

ha.zaéaona .

Tt is practically impossible im an order to de~

fine specifically what type of infractions are thusly in~
volved, apd the evidence presented 18 not of sufficient
detail to specify what poles or lines ghould be recon~
structed. | ' |

In order to bdring about a definite understanding
a8 to just what work msy be postponed axnd what shall 'be
caxried on to immediste completion, it appeare that the
most satisfactory procedure wouwld be for .f,ho COmniss.toﬁ‘ 8
Ges and Eleotric Division, whick has charge of tho'in-
spection of lines for the Commission, to be instructed to
1ngpect lines of applicants end to inifcste to their Tep-
reaentati#oa the specific work thet should be irmediately
undertsken, and that this Division, u.naa: the Commimpion's
autbority, shall ov'.ltline the schedﬁle which the applicents
ghall follow in the prosecution of the Works

ORDER

Soutkern California Edison Company, Mt. mtnej
Power & Eleotric Company &nd the He G. Iacoy Compeny hav-
' 1ng spplied to thie Commission for ax order extending the
time within which to comply with the provisions of Chap~
toxr 499, _stato.tes of 1911, as amended by Chapter No. ‘600
of the Statutes of 1915 of the Stete of California, pub-
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1ic hearing having been held and the matter submitted,

IT? IS HEREBY ORDERED that the recomstrmotion of .
applicanta’ overhead electric s&étem to comply with the
DProvisions of the above referred to laws, shall be prose-
cuted in such mamner se will be indicated from time to -
time by this Commission and so that all hazardous oozid.i-
tione hereafter designated by the Commission shall be
removed on or defore June 30tk, 1919. o

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that Southern Call-
fornias Edison Company, Mt. Whitney Power & Fleotric Come
Pany snd the H. G. Lacey Company skall each contimme to
file semi-zummal Progress Reports as provided for in pre-
vioue orders of the Commission in this matter.

Dated at San Francisco, CaliforMa,‘ thie

Lo Are s

8, any ot ‘shenaty Thie.

Conm{ sefoners.




