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BEFORE THEE RAILRQAD COMMISSION
OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORFIA .

Y, YO

0N UOISIOR(
wplgon

In the natter of the 'application ‘of

SAN DIEGO CONSOLIDATED GAS & EIECTRIC
COMPANY for an order extending the

)

)

) APPLICATION
time within which to comply with the ;
)
)

NO. 2223

Provieions of Chapter No. 499, Laws
of 1911, ae smended by C‘hapter Koo
600, Lawe of 1915.

A. H. Swoet for Applicants.
Je Morganthaler for Electri-
o2l Workers.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

Thies 48 2 yetition for a supplemental order of
the Conmission extending the time for complisnce with the
provisions of Cha.pt'er Noe 499, Laws of 1911, a8 ;unended.

by Chepter No. 600, Iawe of 1915, referring to the plac-
ing, exection, use and maintenance of electric poles,
wires, cables snf a.pplianc_es.'




This Commission®s Decision No. 3663, dated Sep~
tenmber 26ﬁh, 1916, directed that San Diego coﬁsolidatod
Ges & Electric Company's overheald electric system should
comply in all reepecis with the provisions of the law on
or before June 30th, 1919. Ap;plicant nov; contends thet,
owing to the abnormal conditions brought about by resson
of the war, partioculerly referring to the incressed costs
and scarcity of material and labor, the completion of re-
quired reconstruction within the time previously speci~ -
£108 will place wpon it & burden which will be difficalt
of p.coomplishmén@,. and which, in the light' of the present
emergency, appesrs wnjust and unressoneble.  Applicent
2lso contends that it hes removed & large proportion of
the hazardous conditions and that no serious hhza.rd wonld
result from the. contimmance of certain of the infractions
wetil removed by normal maintensnce and'ieplacomenta.
mestinmony of applicant shows material mcreaaé in coat of
gupplies srd labor réquired. for ti:u.s work, aﬁd also dif-
ficulty in obteining the necessary labor to caxxry on the

- worke

Tor a statement 02 the law governing p:;ocaodings
of thie cherscter and the principles which guided the Rall-
road Commissionr in L{te previous decieions in this matter,
reference Is hereby made to Docisioh No. 3675 1n Ap?lica-
tion No. 2222, dated September 26, 1916, (Opinions mad
Orders of the Railroad Commission of the S'tate of 68-11-
fornia, Vole 11, Pe 291), 4n which decision the Coumls-

slon reviewed the matter of jurisdiction aud the request

for s extension of time by spplicants therein within
waich to complete the required reconstruction.




The CommissionTs attitude in the z@atter of com-
pliance with tre law 18 very clearly and definitely ex-
nresged 1n the opinion set forth as s part of the above
mentioned decision, from which 1s q;a'otea. the following:

*Te believe that the situa.‘tioh will be clari-
" fied 1f 21l varties wnderstand definitely
that the State's policy a8 amnounced in these
Statutes is to do carried 4xto effect as :
speodily as is reasonadly possidle, srd that

the Railroed Commission intends to do every-
thing 1z 4its power to Ddring about this re-

sult."

Applioants should comstantly hold 4n mind that
the Commission’s attitude remains wnsltered and were it
not fér fhe energency with which the mtidn 18 now oon=-
fronted, this application, if entertained at all, would
'bq tréafted. in an entirely different menner.

| From.a. congideration of the progress mede in the
past, it is apparent that spplicant ka8 not displayéd axn
sttitude toward the Comniseion’s previous orders in rels-
tionr hereto that is'in any wige commendable. O(n the con~-
trary, it has decidedly failed to show the diligence in

carrying on the work that the order cleaxly :!‘.ndioatéd. as
that which would be expected. |

Répresentatives o2 'ché Electrical Workers op-
posed the granting of further extemsion of time beyond
June 30th, 1919, urging that the utilities could obtain
the nocosmy enployes to do the vyork, and that the safe~
4y to the linemen required that the work be completed.

Tt appears from evidence, however, that a con-
siderstle mucder of infractions are of a technicel na~-
turd and thelr removal would not greatly increase gen-
oeral safety. - In fact evidence of appliéant is, in gon~




/

orel, to the effect that certain features of the regquired

roconatruction might be properly postponed m.ﬂaw of the
present urgent demand for oomservation. o

We are of the opinion that applicant should re-
move all existing hazardous conditions within as short a
time 88 possible, and we believe that the use 0f material
and labor for such work couwld not be considered other.
tﬁa.n essontisl. There appears little question dut thet
applicsnt comld obteln the necessary employes to complete
thls paxt of the reconsiruction. e believe that ex- |
cept for the cdseé wherein special hazard exists, éither
to omployeé or the general public, an extension of time
should be granted for complete compliance witk the law.
Tis will conserve materisl and auppii.eé ‘Whick wnques-
tionably will be required to meet fnture demands direct-
1y or indirectly essential to the wimaing of the war.

It 48 practically 1npoaa:.'ble. in an' order to
define specifically what type of infractlons | sre thusly
involved, and the evidence presented is not of suffi-
clent detall to specify what poles or limes should be
imodigtely resonstructed. '

In order to bdring about & definite understand-
ing as to jJust what work may be postponed snd what shall
be carried on to immediate completion, it sppears that
the most satisfactory procedunres would be for the Commis-
sion's Gas and Electric Division, which has charge of
the inspection of lines for the CQmmission, t0 be in-
gtructed to inspe;:t lines of applicant a.nd to indicate
to their represontatives the specific work thaet should
be fmmedistely wundertsken, and that this Division, un-




der the Commission's suthority, Shall outline the scheldunls
which the applicant shall follow in the prosecution of the

w'orky

ORDE

San D:I.oéo COnaoiidated: Gas & Electric Company hav-
ing applied to this COmieaibn for an order ez:tehd:!.ng the
time within which to comply with tte provisions of Chapter
¥o. 499, Statutes of 1911, as smended by Chapter No. 600
of the Stetutes of 1915 of the State of California, public
hearing having beenr held and the matter submitted,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the reconstruction of
applicent's overhead eleotric system to comply with the pro-
visions of the ﬁbove referred to laws, shall be ;prbseoutod.
in such manner us will be indicated from time %o time Dby
tbis Commission, and so that all ha.za.rdbna conditione
hereafter designated by the Commissfion shall bo removed on
or before MO" 30ta, /1929

TP IS EEREBY FURTEER OFDERED that Ssn Dlego Con-

solidated Gas ‘& Electric Company shall f£ile aami-annuai

)?rogréss Reports, 28 provided for in previous orders of
the Commission in this matter.
Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this

4% sy of ,&gddm,, 1918.




