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In tke Matter of the Application
of CROWN WATZR COMPANY for order
fixing meter xates foxr domestic

water and deposit by user when

neter installed, returnsble when
gse ceases, and metered water paid
OT.

Application No. 3538.
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G. E. Canpbell for applicant.

By the Commission,

snd regulations. The application alleges inm offect that tha'ap-
Plicant 1s delivering water for domestic and irrigation purposes
- in and in the‘vicinity of Perry, Los Angeles County; that applicant
iz a corporatioﬁ orgenized under the laws of the Stgxe of Californisa,
thet the present methéd of cherging for water by flat ratoé on-
courages waste aﬁd,woike for pbor service. Applicant acks that
& messured rate schedule be established. | |
| The prosent”faxé schedule in effect iz $1.25 per month
per consumer for domestic service and $2.00 per hour's operation

of pwp for irrigation service. Applicant asks that the Zollowing
rate schedule be established:

200 cubic feet Or 1eSE w~= == oo ——

EXCOSE == === == ~ew me mme oo ame 10 per/cu.ft.

A public hearing was held iz this yroceeding by Examiner
Encell in Los Angeles, Californis.
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The flat rates now iz effegt.weré'established by this

Commission iz Decisfon No. 3889, "In the Matter of the Application
of Crown Water d&mpany for sn order suthorizing sn incresse in
water rates”.'No. 2345, reported in Vol. 11,‘O§inionsvand Orders
0f the Railroad Commissionr, at page 1004.  Reference is made

to the above mentioned dec.isiom for description of the system,
torritory served and general‘service conditions. ,

A number of informai compleints have been Liled by this
company’s comswmeors alleging that service ;s inadequate and that
the'uxility is not exercising reasonadble diligence Iin enlargements,
bettorments and opgration.
| It 48 primarily the duty of utilities to deiiver 8
suificlent supply of water to meet the meeds of 1ts consumers
and mafntain good sexrvice. Consumers should not, pay more to the
atility then the service is reasonably worth snd we recommend that
this compahy improve its service in oxder that the charge whick .

1% mow seeks %o eve establiched herein, bo commensurate with the
service rendered. |

Applicant agsks thet a rule be establighea vernlitting
it to require of consumers a dbposit of $10.00 for each meter
installed and that meters de iﬁétalled at i%s option. The
améunt deposited 10 be returned w0 the wser when service is dis-
continmed. Weile, we realize that applicant’s financinl condition
is poor and tkat 1t 1s without funds with which to dwy’ the meters
required, the above rmle 13 contrary to the decicions and practices
of This Commission. Wb/shall. ﬁowever. permit applicant to
establish a rule whereby the consumer .will deposit tke cost of
the meter, which doposit 18 %o be cre@ited on water bdills.

"The rate sche&uie which apprlicant seeks t¢ have established

will not yield a gross revenue iIn excess of the sumual charges
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established in Decision No. 3889. The elimination of the rule
permitting apblicant to demend a deposit for installation of
meterx will entail an expense which spplicant did not foresee
when %this application was £4led snd :n ovr opinion the rate
echednle requested does not equitably disztribvute the burden.

We are, trherefore, establishing e rate schedule which will more
equitadly distribute the burden an& produce a revenue at leas?
equel to that which would be produced by the rate Bchedule
suggested by applicent. |
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TEE CROWY WAEZR COMRANY having ‘made application %0 this
Commission for sm order fixing meter rates and a public hearing

having been held, the mattor having been submitted and being now
ready for decision,

IT IS EEREBY FOUND AS A FACT thet the measured rate
schedule herein establiched is fair and reasoneble and basing
ite order upon the foregoing findings of fadt,

IT IS EEREBY CRDERED thet Crows Water Compsny be, and
1t is hereby asuthorimed and directed to file with this Commission
and put into effect the following messured rate schedule.

400 cu. . 0r 1088 == == = an an $1.,00 Per mo.

BXCOSS == =m == m= e m= § 415 per 100 cm. £t. per
. ‘ ‘ Qe
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IT IS FURTEER ORDREED thd Crown Wa‘tgr Conpeny £ile
amended rules and regulations within twenty.deys from the
date of this order whick shall Znclude n rule providing for
& deposit to cover the cost of imstallation of meters and the

'applica'tion of fhe amount deposited on water vills. .

~_Dated ot San Frameisco, Califormie, this. /2% day
CeXs b, . —
0L Seomvomber, 1518,

Commissioners




