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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA

~==000mw~

In the matter ¢f£ the application of
PACIFIC GAS & EIECTRIC COMPANY for

en order extending the time within APPTICATION
of Cheypter No. 499, Laws of 1911, NO. 2145

- as amended by Chepter No. 600, Laws

§
which to comply witk the provisions )
;
of 1915. )

Chag. P. Cutten foxr Applicant.
J+ Morganthaler and Wm. Rbys for
Electrical Workers.

BT THE COMMISSION:

OC2INION

This is a petition for s supplerentel order of
the Commission extending the time for complisnce with the
provieions of Chapter No. 499, Laws of 1911, 28 smended
by Chsypter Xo. 600; Laws of 1915, referring to the plaé-
ing, erection, use snd maintenance of electric poles,

wires, cables &nd spplisnces.
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This Commission's Decision No. 3724, dated Sep-
tember 30th, 1916, directed that Pacific Gas & Electric
Company's overhead electric system shomld comply in &1l
respects with the provisions of the law on or before
June 30th, 1919. Applicant now contends that, owing to
the ebnormel conditions brought asbout by reason of the war,
particularly ieferring t0 the incressed costs and scarcity

of material and lebor, the completion of F6auirsd 78000

ptruction within the time previously specified will place
uwpon it & burden whlch will be difficult of sccomplishment,
snd whick, im the light of the present emergency, appears
anjust and unreasorsdle.  Applicant aslso oontends thgt

it hes removed 2 large proportion of the hazerdous condi-
tions and that no serious hezerd would result from the
continvance of cexrtain of the infractions watil removed

by normsl maintensnce and replacements. Testimony of

applicant shows material increase Iin coast of supplies

and labor required for this work, and also difficulty in

obtaining the necesssry labor to carry on the work.

For s statement of the law governing proceedings
of this charscter and tre principlees which guided the Rail~
road Commission in its previons decisions in this matter,
reference 1s heredy made to Decision No. 3675 in Applioce-~
tion No. 2222, dated Sevtember 26, 1916, (Opinions and
Crders of the Rellroad Commission of the State of Ca;i-
fornia, Vols 11, P. 291), in which decision the Commis~
sion reviewed the matter of jurisdiotion snd the request
for an extension of time by avplicants theréin within

which to complete the reguired recomstruction.




The Commission's attitude in the matter of com-

plisnce with the law is very clearly and Jdefinitely ex-
pressed in the opinion set forth o8 & part of the ahove
nentioned decision, from which is quoted the following:.
"o believe that the sitnation will be clari-
£ied if all parties understand definitely
that the State's policy &8 announced in
these Statutes is to be osrried into ef-
fect as speedily 28 is reasonsbly possible,
and that the Railroad Commission intends to
do everything in its powser to bring about
this result.” -

Applicants shomlid constantly hold in mind that
the Commission’s attitude remaiﬁa wneltered snd were it
not for the smergency with.which the nstion is nmow con-
fronted, this application, if entertained at all, wounld
be treated in an ?ntirely'different MENNET

From a consideration of the progress made in the
past, 1t is apparent that applicant has not displayed an
attitude towar@ the Commission's previous orders in relsa-
tion hereto that {8 in any wise oommendsble. On the con-
trary, it has decifedly £ailed to show the diligence iu
carrying on the work that tae oxder clearly indicated am
that which would be expected.

Representatives of the Electrical Workers op-
vosed the granting of further extension of time beyond
June Z0th, 1919, urging that the utilitles nould obtain
the necessary employees t¢ 40 the work, and thst the safe-
ty to the linemen required thet the work be com@lete&..

It appears from evidence, howoever, thet & con-
sideradbic mumber of infractions are of a techaical na-
ture snd thelr removel would not greatly tnczeasé gen=

eral safety. In fact evidencve oX applicant is, in gen-
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eral, to the gffeétlthat certain features of the :eqﬁi:ed

reconstruction m;eht be properly postponed in view of the
present urgent deman¢ for conservation,

| We are of the opinion that applicant should re-’
move a1l existing hazerdeus conditions within as short &
time as possible, and we believe that the use of material
end labor for such work could not be considered other than
essential. There sppears little question but tbat sppli-
cant could ovtain the necessary employees to complete this
part of the reconstruction, Ve believe that except for

the cases wherein special hazard exists, either to exmploy-
ees or the genmeral public, an extension of time should te

granted for complete compliance with the law,
It is practically impossible in an order to de-
fine specifically what type of infractions are thusly ine

volved, an@ the evidence presented is not of sufficient
detail to specify what poles or lines should be immediate-
1y reconstructed, .

In order to bring about e definite understanding
as to jJust what work may be postponed and what shall be
cerried on to immediate completion, it sappears that the
most satisfactory procedure would be for the Commission's
Gas and Electric Diviaion; which has.charge of the ine
spection of lines for the Commission; to be instructed to
inspect gpplicant?s lines and indicate to their represent-
atives the specific work that should be immedlately under-
taken, and that this Diviaion; under the Commission's
authority, shall outline the schedule which applicant
shall follow in the prosecution of the work.
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Pscific Gas and Blectric Company having applied
to this Commission for an order extending the time within
which to comply with the provisions of Chapter No, 599;
Statutes of 1911, ss smended by Chapter No, 600 of the
Statutes of 1915 of the State of California; puvblic heare
ing heving been held and the matter submitted,

IT IS HEREEY ORPERED that the reconstruction
of applicant's overhead electric sysfem to coxply with
‘the provisions of the above referred to laws, shall be
prosecuted in such manner as will be indicazted from time
to time by this Commisaidn, and so that all hazardous
condi tions hnereafter designated dy the Comrission shall
be removed on or belore Junme 30th, 1919.

IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Pacific Gas
and Electric Company shall file semi-annual Progree Re=

ports, as provided for in previous orders of the Com-

mission in this matter,
Dated at San Francisce, California, this /6?22{

day of November, 1518,




