
Decision No. S1~!.! 
~ rrn rl rf0 nr\ n ~ ~ I J : I ,i ........ :/, I: I III ~ \,l I f J' \ . 

@ u u U ~J UU\Jt~~ 
BEFORE TEE RULRO.AD C01OOSSION 

OF TEE STATE OF CP~IFORNIA 

---000---

In the matter ot the app11oat1on of ) 
PACIFIC GAS & EtECTRIO COt~.~ for ) 
en ord.er extending the time VT1th1n ) APPLICATION 
which to comp17 with the provisions ) 
of Chapter No. 499, Laws of 1911, ) NO. 2145 
as amended by Ohapter No. 600, Laws ) 
01: 1915. ) 

Chas. p. Cutten tor APplicant. 
J. Morgan ths,ler and wm. Rhys for 

Electrioal Workers. 

BY TAE COMMISSION: 

Q~!N'!.Q! 

This is a petition for a supplemental order of 

the COmmission exton~1ng the time for compliance With the 

provieions of Chapter No. 499, ~awe of 1911, ea amended 

b7 Chapter No. 600, Laws of 1915, referring to the plao-

ing, erection, use and maintenance of electric poles, 
wtres, oables and appliances. 
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This Commission's Decision No. 3724, dated sep-

tember 30th, 1916, directed that Paoifio Gas & Eleotrio 

Company's overhead eleotric system should oompl~ 1n all 

respects with the provisions of the law on or bef~re 

J'ane 30th, 1919.. A;pplioant now contends that, oWing to 

the abnormal conditione brought about b7 reason of the war, 

partioul&rl~ referring to the increased coste and sC8ro1t7 

of material and labor, the completion ot reqUlred reaon~ 
struction w1t~ the time previously speo1~ied ~1~ plaoo 

upon it a bur~en wh1eh Will be d1ft1oult of aooomplishment. 

and which, 1:1 the light of the pl'esent emergency-, appears 
un~U8t and unreasonable. APplicant aleo oontends that 

it has removed a large proportion of the hazardous condi-

tione and that no serious hazard would result trom the 

oontinuanoe of oertain of the infractions until removed 

b7 normal ma.1nten8llce and replaoements. Testimony of 

a~p1iosnt Shows material lnorease in coat of supplies 

and labor required for thls work, end also difficulty in 

obte,in1ng the neoesse,r,y labor to oarr,y on the work. 
For a statement ot the law governing prooeedings 

of this oharacter and the principles which gulded the Rsil-

road Commiss1on in its ~rev1oue declsions in thls' matter. 

re!ere~ce is hereby made to Decis10n No. 3675 in APP110&-

tion No. 2222, dated September 26, 1916, (opinions and 

Orders of the Ra1lroad Commission of the state of Cali-

fornia, Vol. 11, P. 291), in wh1ch deo1sion the Oommis-
slon reViewed the, matter o~ jurlsdiotlon and the request 

for sn extension of time by a~p11oant8 therein Within 

Wh1ch to co~plete the requ1red reoonstruction. 
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The Cocmiss1on's attitude in the matter of oom-

pliance with the l~w is ver~ olear17 and def1n1tel~ ex-

pressed in the opinion set forth e8 a part ot the above 

mentioned decision, from whioh is quot"d the folloWing: 

WWe believe that the situation will be,olari-
fied 1t all parties understand definitely 
that the state's policy as announced in 
theBe statutes is to be oarr1ed into ef-
fect as speedil~ as is reasonably possible, 
and that the Railroad Commission intends to 
do everything in its power to bring about 
this result." , 

APplicnnts should constantl~ hold in mind that 

the COmmissionrs attitude remains unaltered and were it 

not for the emergency with,whioh the nation is now oon-

fronted, this applioation, if entertained at all, would 

be treated 1n an entirely different manner. 

lTom a oonsideration of the 'progress made in the 

past, it is apparent that applioant has not displayed an 

attitude tow~rd the Commission's previous orders 1n rela-

tion hereto that is in any wise oommendable. on the oon-
tl:'ary, it has decidedly failed to show the diligence 1XL 

carrying on the work that the order clearly 1ndicated 88 

that whiCh would be expected. 

Representatives of the Eleotrical,Workers op-

posed the grsnting of ~rther exte~sion of t1me beyond 

JUne 30th, 1919, urging that the utilities could obte.1:c. 
the neoesBar,1 employees te io the work, and t~~t the safe-
ty to the linem,en ::.u-quired t~j,e.t the work be ~om:r:,leted •. 

:t appears fX'om eVi,d.enee, however, tile.t a con-

siderablG n·xmber of infractio~e are of a te~~e~l na-

ture an~ thc!r removal would not great17 incl:'aaee gen-

eral safety- In fact eVidenoe of appli cant i8, .in gen-
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· eraJ.,to the effect tbat certain features of the reQ.ui~ed 

reconstr~ct1on might be properly postponed in view of the 

present urgent demand for conservation. 

We are of the opinion that applicant should re.' 

move all existing hazar~ou8 conditions within as short a 

time as possible, and we believe that the use of material 

and labor for such work could not be considered other than 

essential. There appears little question but that appli-

cant could obtain the necessary em~10yee8 to complete this 

part of the reconstruction. We believe that except for 

the eases wherein special hazard exists, either to employ. 
ees or the general public, an extension of time should ~e 

granted for complete compliance with the law. 

It is practically impossible in an order to de-

fine specifically what type of infractions are thusly in-
volved, and the evidence presented is not of autticlent 

detail to specify what ~oles or lines should be immediate-

ly reconatructed. 

In order to bring about & definite understanding 

as to just what work may be postponed and what shall be 

carried on to immediate completion, it appears that the 

most satisfactory procedure would be for the Commission'e 

Gas and Electric Division .. which has .charge ot the in-

spection o~ lines for the CommiSSion, to be instructed to 

inspect cpplicant'a linea and indicate to their represent-

atives the specific work that should be immediately under-

taken, and that this Division, under the Commission·s 

authority. shall outline the schedule which applicant 

shall follow in tne prosecution of the work. 
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ORDER --_ ..... ...-

Pacific Gas and Electric Company having a~~lied 

to this Comcission for an order extending the time within 

which to comply with the provisions of Chapter No. ~99, 

Statutes or 1911. 9.S amended by Chapter No. 600 of the 

Statutes of 191, of the State of California, pu.blic heu-

ing heving been held and the matter Bubmitted, 

IT IS HEREBY OREERED that the reconstruction 

of app1icant'u overhead electric system to comply with 

.the proVisions of the above referred to laws, shall be 

prosecuted in 8uchmanner &s will be indicated from time 

to time by this Commission. Nld so tha.t all hazardou8 

conditione herearter designated by the Commission e~l 

be remo,ved on or be:.. .. ore June 30th, 19l9_ ' 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Pacific Gae 

and Electric Company shall file 8emi-annual Progree Re-

porta, aB provided for in previous orders of the Com-

mission in this matter. 

Dated. at San Fro.nCiSCO~ Ce.J.ifornia~ th1s /t(71,... 
day ~f November. 1918. 


