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Vietor T. Watld.ns for Defo:rxlants .• 

OPINION -- --.----
The o.oove entitled ~roceed.ing waz brouell t by seventeen 

'USers 0 f weter :fran the ws.ter system o;perated by defendants.,.. 

su:pplying vl$.ter to the- so-called Richland Fs.rms Tract., :Los 

.A.ngeles CO'Ullty. 

The C om:plain therein a.lleges i1l effect tha.t defendants: own 

and. o:per.lte a :public utility v.at.er system and deliver water :f'or 

com,enca.tiOJl to residents of p.ichland Fame Tract IJum'ber 1473 

neal' Com:pton, Los Angele S CO'1.lIl.ty; that water e,erVlco is i~ dequ.a.te 

in ths.t a.n insu.:fficient quen tt 'W ie deliverod. Ilnd service is in ter-

mit tent. Com:plain8n ts ask tha.t defend.~~nts 'be directed to su:p:PJ,y 

!),!l a.deqmte qusnt1'W of \vater /lIld exercise lJJ:'()per supervision o:ver 

its distl'ibu tion. 

Dofendants
9 

in their answer, d.EnY all th,~ Ire terie.l a.ll~gs.t:l.ons 

of t~e complaint and a.llege that they have held and o:pel'ated. the 
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'~~ .• '\:\;~ 



v;ater :plant in Cluestion as trustees for com:plaimmte e.no. other 

owners of lots in 'cho Richl~d Po.rms Tract. It ~~s :further alleged. 

tAat ~\ihe ra.tes charged. are for the n19.inten~nce a.lld. operation of 

t:c.e system and ~at the :plan t is owned by the ;:)\'rners of lots of 

the Richlcnd Fc.~ Tre.ct~ c.m.ong whom !lore 0.11 tll e users 0 f vr.lt.er,. 

and. is; to. ereiore, a mutual \'..-ater com.:ps.ny. 

11. :public hea.ring \'J'S.S held before E..~miner El:~cel1 in LoS' .tlngeles. 

The so-called Richl~d :b'o.X'L'le I~ract Ntllllber 14:73 .,.as :placed. on 

the ma.rket by Jonathan S. Dodge and. Charles O. !liidd1eton,. e.s 

trllstees for the o....ners of til e trect. A V'~"..ter s.~'stem 'WaS constructed. 

e.s a :part of the csm:pe.ign for th e sale of reel es:tate. In 1914 the 

interest of Charles O. 1-:1ddleton \'reo:;: ac~uired .~y T. L. Dudley end 

th e business ha.s since been carried. on by Mes~s., Do dge and Dudley 

as trustees. 

Tho fOI:l of contrc.ct of sele 'l')rovides in ·oe.x,t as' follows: . .. 
"Also :::os an apllurtenance to said la.nd, ths. beneficial use 

thereon of an undi Vid.ed. in tereet in all the W3:~ er vbicll has b,een 
or may 'be o.eveloped and dis tribu ted by the wells,. :pumping :plant 
and: :pi:pe lines u-pon the tract of 165 acres O\'4'l ed by' the sellers. 
of vhicb. said. tract above described foms a :pSo:=-t .. said interest 
to be in the 'Oro'Oortion \mich the amo'lmt of la:od. hereby contracted. 
to be sold bea.rs'" to ~id entire tract ot 165 a::rEIS; ____ - ." 

Th.e cont:roct also provi des: 

"The s.allers shall bBve ru:ld hold as tru.stee~l .. the ~\iitlet: 
r=..a..nagcma'lt and. reeulatio:l of rates of said. wollsl/' :P'Um:9ing plant 
~d pi~ lines and. the necessa~r rights of way therefor untll 
the owners of three-fourths in interest of said :L65 acres shell 
form s. comm.:Vlitee of trustees. or other organization to take over 
the ti tl e, regulation s.nd mamgeme:c.t of sai~ \';s.t0r s;ys tem and "
which me.y be consummated. by said owners of uree-fourths in inv
erest ,..-ben they shall so determine. IT 

Zc.e deed conveying the :property to the "r.lriouz, p1,,:rehcsers also 

proVidod for the transfer of an uncliVided interelst in the :pum:p~ 

ing l'lent and. vater system to each of the lot l?u.I'Cha.sers~' ana 
contained. s. clsuse similer to th9.t. q'o.oted. a"oo-.;'e from t:bJ.e contract 

of ssle. 

The eViCLence shows- toot wat er h.as been sella. only to ;purchasers 
" 

of lots within the tra.ct ~d. that dofendants :;;%'e not ollel"S.t1ng or man

aging So 'Water system d~livering water for cOIll!)ens'ation as pr;ovided 'in too: 
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?ublic Utilities Act. 

It further !l.:p:poo;rs the. t the water 1'100 t in question vro.$ 

organized and. :ca.s been s.nd. i3 o,erated. :for the :oUl':pose solely of 

d.elivering water to its stockholders or members at cost, and is, 

therefo re. not subj cct to the jut" isdiction of tlli s Commission • 

.A. :public hearing having been held. in the' above entitled 

;proceeding, and the matter having been suomi tted and being now 

resay for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by t.l).e Railroad Con:mi ssion of the 

Sta.te of California tna t t.Qe ccmplalnt be and i1~ 13 hereby dis-

Xhe :rorcgOing opinion and 0 rder a.re hcre'by o.l'p"'oved. and 

ord.ered. filed. a.s tho o!=,in1on and ord.er of the P~).ilroad. Commission 

of the state of Ce.lifornia. 

Dsted at Sen Francioo 0, California, this...:.7 -C/... day of 

Dececoer, 19l$. 

COl::missi one re. 
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