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BIFORE TES RATIROAD COMMISSION OF TES STATE CF CALIPORNIL.

Z /"ﬁ“f“‘ Qoy

' In the matter o2 the application of )}
Covine City Water Coxpany Zor per- ; . Applicetion No. 417.

miscion 1o increase rates.

Gibaon, Dumr & Crutcher and E. E. Bacon
"Zor applicant.
X. M. Pexce £or tho City of Covina.

EDGERTON, COMMISSIONER.

CPINICOYX

_y mMis i3 an application by the Covina City Woter Company
for '_oomiss.ion to increase rates.

Lpolicant is & public wtility serving water to the
ixhabitents of tho City of Covinma end its vieinity, sald oity
being w city of the sixth clasc.

On. the 22& day o2 Jemuwary, 1913, at & soecial olection
keld in ssld ¢ity, there wore submitted; 40 tne electors the

2ollowing propoeition.... - ‘

1. Skhell the City of Covina retain i‘ts pPOVOY
of control over water coxporations.

Shall the City of Covinag retain its power
of control over gas corvorations.

Cz proposition No. 1, bdallots ca.st wore anr follows-‘
Yes -~ 12 No. - 16'7
On propoeitio:n Fo. 2, dallots cast were se Lollows:
Yo - 28 Yo - 168"’
Taoreafter, tae Boerd of Trustees of said c¢city regularly
geclared the result o be that the City of Covinx'hed elected nmot
to retain its powers of control over water corporations and gae
corporatiors. | | | | |
. Thereefter, this epplication was 2iled, ond s doubd
ha:ving‘axisen 23 4o Whether or not said election was valid, the
1




zmatter woe set down for argument.

| The so-called Rewitt Act, being Chaptor 40 Statutes of

Special Session of tune Legislature of 1911, provides a scheme Lor
presenting to the electors of any city and county, or imcorporated
¢ity or Yown tho question 0L the retention or ralinquishmenf or
such cities’ Iiowera over pudlic utilitiee witkin their bowndaries.
The Act enmnerstes ten prbp‘ositions, each proposition nanming &
gpecific utility and putting the question as to. whether or zot
power over cuch utility shall be retained. The City of ch:f.m
presented for the votes of the electors only two of the proposi-
tions out 0L the ften epumerated In the Hewitt Leot, snd the queo't:ion
wag o8 to whether or 2ot all of the proposition" exumernted in
that Lot must be submitted. |
However, at the hearing held Zor £7e purpose of cor~

si&ering this legal question, both the City of Covina anmd the
aprlicant water company took the .position that the election neld
in saie city wae valid ond that eaid compeny wag now undexr the
Jurisdiction o the Sta.te Rallrosd Commission.:

| I recommend thet this Comfssion &0 mot at this time
and in this 'procee&ing pa3S wpon the question of law involved,
Yut that in view of the agreement of both the city and the wtility
company that this Commission has jJurisdietion, that such Juris-
dietion be acsumed and the.t the application tale 1ts regulax
- gourse to o hea.ring on the mexite. |

I subnit herewith the Lollowing form of order-

Zpplication having deen made by the Covina ci'cy water
Company £or permission to Increasse rates snd actiony by the Com=-
misgion on sail agpplication heving been suspexnded ponding a
hearing or the ¢uestion of vhether or not the City of Covina
ped succesefully voted 4o relimguish its Jurisdiction over such

z




company to the Railroad Commission, and it appesring to the Com-

mission that Jurisdiction over =aid utility company should de
aesumed by thia cormis 1on, |

2 IS EEREBY oavmv that sail application be entemaima'
ag regﬁlar..y filed and bezorez the Commicsion, and that the applica-
tion take its regular course t0 o remring on the rerite o the

metters contained therein.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredy approved and
ordered filed s.é the opinioh amd order of +he Railroasd Commission
of the State of Califorais.

Dated zt San Franecisco, Californis, this 19th Gay o2
Aoril, 1913. |

Cormissiorerc.




