Decision No. c/9 ? ﬁ'ﬁ .

SEP02Z THE RAILROAD COLEISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the application of
the COUNTY QF FRESNO for authority
to construot and msintain a pudlic
highway crossing ovor the »ight of

)

)

) Application No. 3578.
way and tracks of the Southern Paci- %

)

)

fic Railroad Company, in the Town
of lendota at Eighth Street.

Chris Jorgensen for applicsnt.
Frank 3. Austin for Southerp Pacific Company.

GORDON, Commissioners

QZINIOXN

This applicatior was Tiled by Fresno Comnty on March 7,
1918 and a‘hearing was held on December é, 1918 at Fresno, at which
both interested varties were re@rasented. |

The Town of lendota as leid out lies on both sides of the
Southern Pacific Railrowd, slthough that vortion om the east side
has never veen improved or developed. In fact, at the vresent tims
only two houses sre built and occupied in this section and one of
toese houses i1s just outside o¢ the southerly town limits.

At one time liendota was a rallwey division point, which
reguired many railwgy employees t0 stay thore. The moving away of
division headquarters was a blow from which the town has not fally
recovered.

| Owing to the fact that the portion of the town lying east

ol the railroad has never bheen developed, no streets or roadways
have been lald out and there is no direct metrod by which yoople on
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one side of the track can reach the other, except by walking or ariv-

ing directly over the ralls, which is obviously a very dangerous
rractica. The nearest public road crossings are situated about
two and one-hal?f mi.les southeast and fb.ree—qna.rters of 8 mile north-
west of Eighth Street in Mendota, waich is the polnt at which this
crossing is applied for. There is, however, a private crdssine; about
three thousand feet northwest of tho crossing applied for and one in
the sontherly end of the yard below the roundhousge, which is three
thousand feet digtant. There is also an open private crossing, con-
trolled by Miller and Lux, some distance further south (probadly
& half mile or more), but there are no rosds on the esst side lead-
ing to any of these erossings.
The Southern Pacific Statlion grounds at Mendota extend
on the west to the easterly line of N Street, which is two hundred
twenty feet distant from the mein line. At the present time
that portion of these grounds in the vicinity of the depot is well-
graveled and raised sbove the surrounding land. No attempt, however,
hes beer made by the railroad company to connect the improved portion
around the depot with any of the streets of the town, oxcept by a
narrow footpath of earth lesding from the passenger station. Most
of the ground over which teaming is done is low and uneven, and,
during heavy rains, 1s & sea of mud, which renders teaming exceedingly
difficalt. IOne of the objects of the County in asking ror this cross-
ing 1z to ensble teams to reach the freight depot dy a high and dry
route. '
The Southern Pacific objected to the granting of the croes;-
ing as gpplied for at Eighth Streets, as it crosses seven tracks in
that location, but had no obJection to the granting of a crossing at
Ninth Street, which i3 one block further south and where only thres

tracks are crossed. The County expressed its willingness to amend




its application to read for a crossing at Ninth Street instead of
at Zighth Street, and this opinion is based on that amendment.

it might appear and it is probably trme that a private
érossing in this vicinity would £i1ll the needs of the people at
present living on the east side of the track, but, inasmch as
there are no fences on the west side of the station grounds and
a8 there will be no wing fences or cattle guards at the crossing,
the same will be open to the public travel without hindrance and
1% therefore might as well be declared a public crossing in the
first place. In addition, the two public crossings hereinbefore
iwentioned are now about ﬁhroe and one-quarter miles apart amd are
far out of town. In case a public crossing is granted, the County
has agreed to grade a road parsllel with the railrosd snd running
south from Ninth Streét. This road will be a part of M Street, as
shown on the town masp, aﬁd, in addition to giving access to the
Proyerty of the two persons residing on the east side, it will probd-
ably induce others to baild in the vicinity, as it will give access
to0 gseveral blocks of lote at vpresent inaccessidble.

Owing to the slow speed of tTrains within the station
lgrounds. to the light travel whicﬁyéill use the proposed c¢rossing
and to the open view at this point, I do not beliove that any pro-
tection but the msual crossing sign will be necessary.

I recommend the following form of order:

COUNTY OF FRESNO having, on March 7, 19518, applied to this
Commission for'perﬁission to cqnstruct & publioc crqssing at grade
over the right of way amd tracks of the Southern Pacific Railroad

Company, at Bighth Street, in the Town of Uenmdota, County of Fresno,

State of Californis; a pudblic hearing bhaving been held, at whioh,
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in accdrdance with the deslre of the railroad company, the Couwaty
agrecd to amend Lts application'so as to spply for permission to
construct a crossing ot Nintk Street instesd of Righth Street, and
it appearing thst the applicotion as amended showld be granted sube
Ject to certiin comditions hereinafter specified;

IT IS HEREBY ORDEZRED, That the COUNTY OF FRASNO be and the
same is hereby granted permission to construct'a"éréssing 8t grade

over the tracks and right of way of the Southern Pacific Rallroad
Company, at Ninth Street, in the Towa of Mendota, County of Fresno,

State of California, subject to the following conditiona; v1£.£

(1) Ihe entire expense of constructing the croésing
shall be b;rﬁo ﬁy applicant. The oxpense of its maintenance there-
after in good and first-class condition, for the safe and convenient
use of the public, shall be borne by applicant, except for that por-
tion between the rails and two (2) feet outslde thereof, which shall
bo boxrme dy the Southern Eacitié ﬁailroad Coxpanye

(2) 5214 crossing shall be constructed of a type to con-
form to thét-portion‘of the street to be orossed now graded; shall
be constructed twenty (20) feet iz width, with grades of approach
at two (2) percent; shgll'be protected by a suitabdle orossing sign,
and shailmin every way be made safe for the passage thereover of
vehicles and other road traflice

| (3) County of Fresno shall build a road along M Street,
east of thé %rack and soutﬁ?gz the‘crossing apypliad for; 3¢ a8 to
give reaideﬁts east of the track means of reaching the crossing.

(4) The Commission reserves the right to maske such fur-
ther orderé éelative to the location, construction, operation,.

waintenance and protection of said crossing as to it may seem right

and proper, and to revoke its pormission if, in its judgment, the
pub;ic convenience and necessity demsnd such action.
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The foregolng opinion and order are hereby approved

and orxdered filed as the opimion and order of the Reilroad Come

mission of the Stute of Californis.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this / M day of
Decenmber, 1918. ‘

Commissioners. ~ .




