Decision No. [ F L&, \JL‘ ku.& ‘1\'4

BEFORE TEE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATT OF CALIFORNIA

in the matter of the application of

the COUNIY O FRESNC for a permit to

construct and maintain s public

highway crossing over the right of '} Application No. 4150.
way and trucks of the Central Yucific

2eailway Company near Fresno, Frosno

Sounty, California.

Chris Jorgensen for County of Fresno.
Zropit B. Austin for Cemtral Pacific
. Sgillway Company.

GORDON, Commissionmer.

On October 10, 1918, the County of Frosno filed with the
Commission & vetitioa asking permission to créss the tracks of the
Central Pacific Rallway Company at grade at Qlive Ayenue neor Fresno,
Fresno Couaty, Califormia. Om Docember 2, 1918, a hearing was held
at Fresno, California, at which éoth intercstedvparties ﬁere ropre-
sonfed.

From the tostimony submitted by the applicant it appears
thet there was a c¢roscing used dy the public in this vicinity for
nany years and that same was removed by the Southern Pacific Conpanye.
The grade croscing survey of this sestion, made Dy the engineering
dopartment of this Commission in September 1916, saows no publlic cros=-
sing at this point at that time, althoush there may have been a pri-

vate crossing.
At the present time Olive Avenue runs out of the northerly

portion of the City of Fresuo towerd the State Highway and stope




at the right of way of the Central Pacific Railway Company, which
parallels the State Eighway. On the west snd directly opposite,

a woll-used couwnty road runs wosterly for sbout fifteen (15) miles.

duch of the traffic over the crossing will counsist of rahch“owners

on the west side, who live in the residence soctiom of North Fresno
ox the east side of the track. The nearest crossing to the south
is at Belmont 4venue, which 43 one-half of a mile south.

The Tentral Pacific Reilway Company has no objection to
the installation of the crossing, except as to the matter of pro-
toection., They concsider the usual standard crossing sign sufficient.

It appears that the view on the northeast corner of the crossing is
badly obstructed to the nmorth by & knoll, when persons are S Proach-

ing the crossing from the esst side at a distance of from 100 to 200
foet from the crossihg. At present, the land east of the track is
vacant for about one-gquarter to one-half of a mile distant from the
track, but, at the present rate of growth of the city ani the sux-
rounding country, I am convinced that the adjoining land will soon
be thickly settled aund cultivated, that Olive Avenme will be paved
and thot the traffic thereover will be greatly inereased. The
railroad company rocommended thaet the crossing be openad'ag'a right=
angled crossing, adjacent to the tracks of the‘Eresno‘Traction COmé
rany and about 175 feet south of the location aﬁplied for, this lo-
cation affording a better view to the north from the east side. is
the locatlon recommended would make three'tuxns-fdr antomobiles going
through east or west, I do not see much advantage in the propoeed'
change.

I believe that the avplication for a crossing should be
- granted and that same should be protected by an sutomstic flagman.
The cost of installation of sutomatic flagman should be shared
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equally by the applicant and the Cemtral Pacific Railway Company.

I recommend the following form of orders

FRISNO COUNTY having, om October 10, 1918, applied for
permission"to construct a crossing at grade over the right of way
and tracks of the Central Pacific Railway Company at Olive Avenue,
near the City of Fresno, County of Fresno, State of California, as
shown by the map attached to the apﬁlication; & public hearing hav-
ing been held, and it appearing that this spplication should be
granted subject to the conditions hereinafter specified:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, That the COUNTY OF FRESNO be and
tho sanme is héreby authorized to comstruct a croséing at grade
ascrogs the right of way and tracks of the Contral éaoific Reilway
Coxmpany at Olive Avenue, near the City of Fresno, County of Freéno.
State of California, as shown by the map attached to the application;
8aid croesing to be conmstructed subdbject to the following conditiouns,

and not otherwice:

(1) The entire expense of coumstructing the crossing
sh&all be bérﬁe.ﬁy applicant. The cost of its maintonance thoreafter
in good and first-class condition, for the safe and convenient use
of the public, shall be horne by applicsnt. except for that portion
between the rails and two (2) feet outside thercof, which shall be

borne by the Tomtral Pacific‘Railway Company.
(2) Said crossing shall be comgiructed of s width of

not less than twonty-Lour (24) feet and of a type to conform to that

portion of the avenue to bo crossed now graded, with grades of approach

not exceeding four (4) percemt.




(2) Sai1d crossing shall be protected by an automatic _
flagnan an& a suitable crossing sign, and shall in every way be made
safe for the yassuge thereover of vehicles and other road traffiec.
The cost of installing the automatic flagman shall be divided equally
between the applicant and the Centrsl Dacific Railway Company. The
cost of its maintenance taerecafter, in good and'firef-class ocondition,
shall be borne by the Central Pacific Railway Company.

'{4) The Commission reserves the xight to make such fur-
ther orderé felative to the location, congtruction. operation, maﬁnp
tonance and protection of seid crossing as to 1t may scem right and
propor, snd to revoke its permission if, in its judgment, the public

convenience and necessity demwnd suoch action. ' ' -

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby spproved and
ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad Commigsion
of the State of Califorzia. |

Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this o7/.£Fday of
Decomber, 1518. '




