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Decision :No. l C9 Yff>". v 

In the matter' of the app1ieation of ) 
the C01Jl!fi OF ?1mS~rO, for a. per.n1 t to ) 
construct and maintain a ~ub1ic ) 
highw~ oross1ng over the-right of) App1ioation No. 4150. 
way and tr~oke of the Central ~ao1fie } 
Bailway Company near Fresno. Frosno ) 
::ounty, califOrnia. ) 

) 

Chris Jorgensen tor County ot Fresno. 
?rank E. Austin tor Central ~aeifio 

Milway' Company. 

GOEDeN, COmmissioner. 

O.PINION 
--~-~--- .... 

On Ootober 10~ 1918, the County of Fresno tiled with the 

Commission a petition asking pe~ssion to cross the traoks of the 

Central ~ac1~i0 Railway Company at grade at Olive Avenue near Fre~o. 

Fresno Count~, California. On Docember 2, 1918, a hearing was held 

at Fresno~ Ca11fornia, at whioh both interosted ~artias were repre-
sonted. 

From the testimoU7 submitted by the applicant it appears 
that there was So crosz1ng used by the :pub11·o in this Vioinity for 

many years and thAt same was removed· by the Southern 2ac1f1Q Company. 
T.he grade crossing survey of this seat1on.made by the engineering 

department of this Commission in September 1916 9 shows no public croa-

sing at this point at that time, although there may have been a pri-

va.te orossing_ 

At the presont time 011ve Avenue runs out of the norther1~ 
portion of the Oi tY' of l!'resno toward the State. Highway and stopa 

299 



at the r1gh~ of' way of' the Central Paoitio Railway Com:pa.ny .. which. 

paraJ.lals tho State Righwa.y. On the wast and directly opposIte. 

a well-used oounty road runs westerly for about fifteen (15) miles. 

~~ch of the traffic over the crossing will consist of ranch owners 

on the west side, who live in the residence section of ~orth ~resno 

on.the east side o£,the track. ~he nearest crossing to the south 

is ~t Be~ont Avenue. which is one-half of a mile south. 

The Central ~acif.ic Railway C~mpany has no ob3ect1on to 

the installation of the croseing, except as to the matter of pro-

tection. ~heY' c021si($,er the usual standard crossing sign sufficient. 

It appears that the view on the northe$st corner of the crossing 18 

ba~Y' obstructed to the north bY' a knoll, when persons are s.P'proach-

ing the crossing from the east side at a distance of trom 100 to 200 

~eet from the crossing. At present, the lsnd east of the track is 

vacant for about one-quarter to one-half of a mile distant from the 
track. butt at the present rate of growth of the city and the sur-

rounding' o o unt r.v, I am convinced that the adjoiXling land will. soon 

be thickly settled und cultivated. that Olive Avenue will be paved 

and that the traffic thereover will oe greatly increased. ~e 

railroad co~pany recommended that the orosSing be opened as a right-

angled crossing. adjacent to the tracks of the Presno .Tract1onCom-

pany and about 175 feet south ot the location applied for, this lo-

cation at!Ord1ng a better view to the north from, the east side. As 

the location recommended would make three turns, ~or automobiles going 

through east or west. Ido not see ~eh advantage in the prop~ed 

change. 

I believe that the a~plicat1on for a crossing should be 

granted and that sa.me should be p:roteoted by an a.utomatic flagman. 

~he cost of installation of automatio flagman should be shared 
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e~ually by the applicant and the Central Pacific Railway Co~p~. 

I recommend the following form of order, 

ORDER ---....,.,--

FRESNO COUXXY having, on October 10, 1918, applied ~or 

permission to construct a crossing at grade over ~he right of way 

a.nd. tracks of the Central :Pac1fic Ro,ilway Company at Olive Avenue, 

near the City of Freeno, County of .Fresno. St(J.'ce of California. as 

shown by the map attached to the application; a public hearing hav-

ing been held. and 1t ~ppearing that this application should be 

granted subject to the conditions hereinafter speoified; 

I~ IS EEFSBY ORDBN<;D, That the 'COUNTY OF FRESNO be and 

the same is hereby authorized to construct a crossing at grade 

acrose the right of way and tracks of the Central ~ao1tio Ra11w~ 

Co~an1 at Olive Avenue, near the Cit~ of Fresno, County of Fresno, 

State ot California, as shown by the mA~ attached to the applioation; 

said crossing to be oonstructed subject to the following oonditions, 
and not otherwise: 

(1) The entire expense of construoting the cross.ing 

shall be borne ~y ap~11cant. ~he cost of its maintenance thoreafter 

in good and first-class condition. for the safe and convenient use 

of the public, Shall be borne by applicant. except for that portion 
between the rails and two (2) feet outside theroof. which shall be 

borne by the ~entral Pacifio Railway Comp~ny. 
(2) Said crossing shall be constructed of a width of 

not les8 than twenty-four (24) feet and o~ a type to conform to that 

portion ot the avenue to be crossed now graded, With grades of approaeh 
not exceeding four (4) percent. 
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(3) Said crossing shall be protected b7 an automatic 

flagman and a. sui table crossing sign, and shall in every way be made 

sate for the passage thereovor of vehicles and other road traffic~ 

The cost of installing the automatic flagman shall be divided equally 

between the applicant and the Central ~ac1fic Railws7 Comp~. The 
cost of its ma.intens.nce therea.fter, in good a.nd f1::ret-olasa oondition. 

shall be borne by the Central ~acifio Railway Company. 

(4) ~e Commission reserves the :right to make such fur-

ther orders relative to the location, construction, operation, ~n­

tonance and protection of said crossing as to it may seem right and 

prop~r, and to revoke its pormis:sion if, in its judgment, the public 
convonience and necessity demand suoh action. 

~e foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved and 

ord.erod filed as the opinion and order of the :RailroadComm1ss1on 

of the Sta.te ofCaliforn1a. 

Dated at San. FranciSCO, Csl.i:forn1s, this 01./ :te'day of 

December, 1918. 

- 4. -


