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Decision Xo. /o COl .

RAILRCLD CAMIISSION OF THEZ STATZ

N ——————

In the mattor of the ayovlication of

2. N. Bager, County Swrveyor of the
county of Solano, State of Californis,
for an orxder of the Rollroad Commission
02 the State of California, directing
and ordering the Southern Pacifi¢ Rauil-
road Comvany to construct and abolish
cortain pudblic roads over its rsilrosd
crossing abvout one mile west of Cordelis,
California, and the installatlon of a
safety device.

Application No. 4092.
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Te 3 Connelly, Supervisor, for the County of Solanc.
3. N. Zager, County Surveyor, for the County of
Solanoe. :
Prank B. Awstin for Southernm Pacific Company and
Tnited Statos Railroad Administration.

GORDON, Commissioners

S2IXxIex

A

This ig an application, £iled September 19, 1918, in
which Xre 2o B. Zager, County Surveyor of Solano County, in behalf
of the County of Solano, vetitions for an order from the Railroad
Commission of the State of Califépnia. directing and ordefing tho
Southern Pacific Company to construct and abolish certain public
road crossingeat grade over its rsilroad right of way and tracks,
about one mile wost of Cordelia, California. Appliocant also peti-
tions that the rallroad coumpany shall install an sutomatic flagman
at the crossing applied for.

A bearing was held at Fairfield, Solano County, Calie

fornie, on Decomber 10, 1918; and the two intercsted parties were




'representod.

The croasings covered by this application are on what 1s
Xnown as the American Ceanyon Road, which runs from the main Vallejo-
Japa Eighway, sbout ono and one-half miles soutk of Nava Junction,
to the Fairfield-Napa State Highway, about one and & quarfer miles
west of Cordelia. This road is about six and one-half miles long,
of which four miles.are in Solano County and two and one-half miles
are in Nava COﬁnty.

The completion of the State Highway through Jameson Canyon

aad the establishing of a ferry service between Vallejo and Rodeo

has caused a large automobile traffiec through this region, as this
is the shortest maved routc to Sacramento. It is the intention of
the Supervisors of Solano County to vave the American Canyon Road,
ss thie route will then be further shortened some four or four and
one-hslf miles, due to the fact that the Jameson Canyon State Zighway
does not leave the Vallejo-Nava Roed uwntil four miles nearexr Napa
then the American Canyon Road. |

Then the Jameson Canyon Eighway was constructed, it was
kept entirely on the north side of the railroad inmstezd of crossing
at the Juaetion with the fmerican Cenyon Road arnd that portlon of
the county road south of the railrdad and between the Junection and
cordolis was abandoned. In this manner, a very dengerous grade
crossing was eliminated for s large portioxn of the through travel.
It is necessery, however, for thosé who desire io use the American
Canyon Roed to still use the railroad crossing at the junetion with
the Jameson Canyon Eighwey. Tho construction of the State Highway
1eft this crossing in a deplorable condition, and at tho prosent
time, it is almost impassable. 4s an gl ternative, one ocan still
drive down the old county road to the crossing near Cordelia, but

this road was reverted to the property owners and hacs not been kept
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up and will prodably soon bocome Imvessable. It is the desire of
vhe County to sbandon the existing dangerous crossing at the june-
tiozm snd to locate & pew crogsing sbouv four hundred and fifteen
foet west., At the san e, they pronose to stralghten out the
present road, whick hes two right-sngled turns within a total dis-
tence of tweaty-olight hundred feet, =nd run o straight rosd from
ne new crossing to & point ashout nineteen aundred fifty feet dis-
the 0ld roed, thus eliminating the two turns snd about eight
ity Leet of

The site of the prowoscd crossing is such that 2 con~

siderable expenditure of money will be requircd in its construction,

2 atv this »noint the railroad.runs on about an eight foot f£ill with
& three foot borrow pit and o twelve foot ravine on tie north side
and an e;even foot ravine on the south side. fThese ruvines will
reguire expensive culverts wnd earth fills. The County asks that
the reilroad compeny pay Lor that part of the work om its right of
way. |

Tae Southern lacific Company hss no obJection o
noving tie crossing as decsired and is williag to move the locomotive
bell from the present crossing to the zew location or install an
sutomatic flagman 1f the Commisslion so orders, dbut objects o pay-
ing anything toward the crossing proper. I cee no reason way the
Soutnern Pacific Company should nay Lor the construction of the

crossing, but I do recommend that on sutomstic flagman be instelied

This matier could be settled in one of three ways-
(1) by building a subwsy at the proposed site, (2) by »naving the old
county road as far as the Tirst crossing west of Cordelis some three-
quarsers of & mile distand, or (3) by idstalling the crossing as
desired. Tither of the first two methods would eliminate the hazerd

of this crossing forever. However, the first method would be very




costly owing to &rainage conditions and the second method would ro=-
quire the expenditure of about oight thousand dollars in addition
to that reguired to construct the crossing applied for, anlthe rail-
road company is wnwilling, at this time, %0 stand any of the expense
of abandoning the existing crossing.. It soems necessary that that
vortion of this application covering the abandonment of the existing
¢rossing and the vrotection desired for the new orossing be granted,
and that that portion petitioning that the cost of construction of the
croasing be assossed againat the Southern Pacific Company be denied.

I recommend the following form of order:

CRDEI

CCUNTY CT SOIANG kaving, on Septemver 19, 1918, through its -

county surveyor, ir. E. N. Enger, applied to this Commission for an
order direoting and ordering the Southern Pacific Company éo coustruct
and abolish certain rudblic rosd crossingsat grade-bver Ite right of way
and tracks, about oxe mile ﬁest of the Town of Cordelia, Couwnty of
Solano, State of Californis, and also to install a safety signal at
the croséing applied foxr; amd a oublic hearing, at which all inter-
e3ted parties were represented, having been held; and it appearing
+that the application should be granted in part, subjoct to certain
conditions hereinafter specified;

IT IS EZRIBY QORDZRED, That the Couwaty ¢f Solano, through
ite county.sufveyr,Mr. E. N. Zager, be and the same is hereby granted
vermission to construct a crossing at grade over the right of yay'and
tracks of the Southern Pacifilc Company, about one mile west of the
Qowz of Cordelis, County of Solano, State of California, sald cros-
éing t0 be rrotected by an automatic flagman; and also to abandon

an existiung crossing near that point. Thet portion of the application
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relating to tho assessaent of the cost of construction of sald oros-

sing is denied.

The above order is to de carried out subject to the follow-

ing conditions, viz.:

(1} The entire oxpense of comsiructing the crossing shall
be borne b& éppiicant. The cosct of its maintonance thereafter in

good and firstecless condition, for the safe and convenlent use of
the publiec, shall be borne by applicant, execept foxr that portlon be-

tweon the rails and two (2) feet outside thereof, which shall be
borne by the Southern Paéi}ic CQmpany.

(2) The cost of removing the prosent crossing shall be
borne by the Southern Pacific Companys |

(3) Said crossing shall be constructed of a width of mot
less than fwénty (20) feet, and of s type to coufoxm to that portion
of the rosd to be constructed adjacent to the railroad right of way,
with grades of aspproach not exceeding six (6) vercent; and shall be
orotected by an automatic flagmen, as hereinﬁefore meﬁtioned, a suit-
able crossing sign, ond shall in every way be made safe for the page
sage theroover of wvehicles and other rdad traffice.

(4) The cost of installing an automatic flagman, together
with the cost of its msintcnance thereafter in good and first-class
condition, shall be borne by the Southern Pacific Conpany.

(5) The Commission reserves the right ta make such further

orders relative to the lochtion. construction, overation, maintenance
and vrotection of said crossing as to it may seem rignt snd p¢rover,
and to revoke its e xaiscion if, in its Judgment, the public conveni-

ence and necessity demand such actlone.




The foregoing opinion and order sre hereby approved and
ordered f£iled sc the opinion and order of the Railroad Commission

of the State of Califormis.

Datod at Senm Prancisco, Colifornia, this 7/s7 day of
December, 1918. - |
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commiséioners.




