Decision No. é ool

BEFCRE TEE RAITROAD COMUTISSIOXN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of tho application of the )
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA t0 construct )
ond mointein highway crossings over the )
reilroad right of way and track of the ) Application No. 4081.
Pacific Coast Reilway Company in the )
County of Santa Barbars. g

Ee We Squires, Digtrict Attornmey, for applicant.
J. M. Sims, Superintendent, for Pacific Coast

Railway Companye

ORDON, Commissioners

OPINIOX

This is an application, filoed September 16“, 1918, in
v}hich the County of Santa Barbara desires to abandon two road cros-
sings on tho Pacific Coasst Reilway Company, one of which is a grade
crossing and the other an wndergrade crossing uader a rallway trestle.
In place of these two crossings the County desires to establish two
gz'ade crossings within chort distances of the crossings abandoned.
The grasde crossing which 1s to take the place of the proesent gra.d.é
érossing is marked "A™; the grade crossing to take the place of the
wedergrade c—rossing“i‘s marked "B", on the map accompanying the appli~
cation. o | |

K public hearing was held in Santa Barbara on December 12,
1918. It sppears that the survey for the proposed changes was Tade
about Décember. 1917. Tn yay, 1918, the Comnmigsion was notified by
the Paclific Coast Reilwey Company that the County of Senta Barbara
bad torn down the rigat of way fonces and started construction of &




grade crogsing in place of the wndergrade crossing mentioned above,

without £irst having obtained the permission of the Commission, thus
violating Section 43 of the Public Utilitles Act. At the same time,

notice was served on the County of Sants Barbara by the railway com-

vany, notifying them that the pormission of this Commission wss neces-

sary before the crossings could be installed. After this notificstion,

the Commiseion found It necessary to write the County twice before

this application was filed.
At the hearing the Comnty of Santa Barbara wes only able

to bring forwerd one witness, Mr. Owen E. O'Noil, the county engineer.
The Supervisors, through neglo_c_:_t or othérwiée, f2iled to sppoar at
the hearinge

The testimony submitted shows that the relocatlion of the

crossings in qrostion was dosired by the County on accownt of the

relocation and improvoment of the County Highwey from the State High=-

way neer Zsca to Los Olivos. Tais highway nac been lald out in sceord-

ance with the best e.ngineering-pre.ctiso«, easy grades and light curves

being substituted for the hcavy grades snd sharp curves of the old

road. This is especlally true of that portion of the road in the’

vic:rm.'ty' of the crossings at "A", as shown oz the map filed witk the

application. The Pacific Coa;tﬁﬁailway Compony is not opposed to the

change 1n location of the crossings st "A". The testimony shows that

the view of the railroad tracks cast of"tﬂe crossing can be much im=-

proved by cutting down the bank on the northeast cornmer, as far back

a3 the railroad right of way fonce st the rosdside and 'tapéring o a
point about soventy-five feet domn the tracke I believe that this

change in location of the crossing at "A", betwéen;Ehgineer Stations
56 plus 00 end 57 plug 00, a&s shown on the highwey map filed with the
application, shomld bo allowed and shall 90 recommond in the order

»

following this opinion.
In regard to the change in crossings at "3", es shown on

the aforcmcntioned map, it appoars that tho County has abondoned a

-2 -




crossing wndor a railrosd bont and has installed & grade crossing
about one hundred Lifty feot a:isfant. The reason given ls that the
road gpproachking the trestle, from the Tos Olivos oxr east gide of the
crossing, ruas arouvnd the toe of & hill on & very sharp curve in
close proximity to the trestle, so that a traveler is unable to see
the. undergrade crossing until sbout one hundred fecet away and is wn-
able to see the traffic approsching in the opvosite diroction until
withain eighty feet of the openfing. It appears that only one trectle
bont ic uwsed for travel and, under pi'osent conditions, vehicles are
wnable to pass cach other therein, which ronders the subway danger-
ouse This is borme out by the fact that advance signs have been in-
stalled on the rosdside warning travelers thot they are approaching
& subway. The grownd at this point 1g very stoep, so that the ground
level, in the two trestle bents adjoining the roadwsay bent, I1s at a
concsiderasble difference ir elevation from that of the roadway. The
adjolining bont, on tkhe sast side, canmot very well be used, as ‘thia
would skove the westbound traffic into the hill still farthoer out of
sight and would render the curve on the ezst side veory much sharpers
The propor thing to do seems to he Yo cut awey the toe of
the hill at the sharp curve on the east side snd widon the rosdwsy,
by wasting it ovor the side. The trestle bent ‘on the west gide of
the ome now in use could be £illed to the seme level and the earth
counld be held in place by a chort conerete wall, so that the trestle
tinbeors would not be decayed, or olse, the bont could be shortened
and set on the top of the conmcreto wall. In this way, two rosdways

world be established, the view opened up and the bad curve somewhat

lightoned.

I Yelisve that, 1f the suggestions mentionod above had been
carried onf, the County would not have spont any more monoy in ime
proving thig section of the old road than it 444 in grading the new
road in this vieinity. The two roads could oasily have been jolned
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£arther easte In that case, the pudlic would have had the use of
& cafe mndergrade crocsing, instead of belng forced to use a
rather dangerous grade ¢rossing.

Ty, view of the above snd teking Into comsideration
the fact thet this Commissionm hea spent much time and mwoney
iz mgking a survey of the grade erocsings of the atate, in an

offort to improve traffic conditions; snd having tried, wherever

possible, to install 2 seperation of grades in place of existing

crossings, I do not see ny way clear to grant that portion of
the applicetion which petitions thet & grade crossing be
instelled in place of an existing undergrede crossing, and I
therefore recommend thet thet portion of ike spplication de
dented and that the Comnty of Senta Barbara be allowed

three months' time to gbandon the grade crossing they have
constructed In violation of the law sud to realign thelir rocd-
wey so as to use the two bents of the railway trestles av an
undergrade crossing, es previously suggested.

I recommend the following form of order:

CRDER

TR COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA having, om September 16,
1918, spplied to this Commission for permission to sbandon Iwo
highway crossings over the right of way and tracks of the Fucific
Tlectric Reilway Compeny, cne of seld crossings being a grade crose~

fng and the other sn undergrade crossing, end to esteblish twe grade




crogsings Iim liem thereof; a public hearing having been held and it
appearing that that portion of the gpplication covering the sbandon-
nont and ecteblishment of the grade crossings st a point marked "AT,
as shown on tho map accompanying the spplication, should be gran%e&
and that that portion relating to the a‘ba.naonme-nf of an undergrasde
crossing and the establishment of a grade crossing at "B", as ghowm
on the sboeve-montioned map, should be denied: o

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, Thet the COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
be ond the seme Is hereby gronted permission to abandon mod close
the grzde crossing om the old comaty road and to estadblish o new
grade crossing over the right of way and tracks of the Pacific
Electric Railway Comnany, on the new county highway near Engincer
Station 56 plug 00, as shown at the point marked "A™ on the map
attached to the gpplication; sald ecrossing to be ;oistruc'tect sub-
Jeet to the following conditions, viz.:

(1) The ontire exponse of comstructing the now crossing

and a.‘oa.naoﬁing tho present crossing shall be borne by applicant.
The cost ‘of the maintenance of the new erossing In good and first-
éla.ss. condition, for the safo and convenient use of the public.
chall be borme by applicant, except for that portion beotween the
rails and two (2) fect outcide thereof, which shall be borne by
the Pscific Eloctric Reilwny Companye

(2) The epplicant shall, at its own expense, cut down
and romove the choulder of the kill on the northeast cormer of fhe
erossing, for the widtk of the railrosd right of way et the side of
the new road and nsrrowing dowzn to a point about seventy-five (75)
feet ocast on the reilroad right of way, iz order to opon uyp the wiew
gt thiz point. |

(3} Said crossing shall be constructed twonty (20) feet
fn width and of & type to conform to that portion of the highway
now built, with grades of appxoggﬁ 57°§§§§t“?3‘? percent; shall be
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protected by a suitable crossing sign, and shall in every way be

made safe for the passage thoreover of vehlcles and otkher road fra:-
fic.

(4} The Commission roserves tke right to neke such fur-
thor orderé :;cla’bive to the location, construction, operation, wain-
tenance a.né. protection of seid crossing ass to it may soem right e..n&‘
proper, and to revoke Lts permission if, in its Judgment, the public

convenience and necessity demand suca actlon.

IT IS FURTEER ORDERED taat that portion of the application
covering the sbandonment of the wdorgrade crogsing and the establish-
ment of o grale crossing near Engineer Statfon 107 plus 00, at a point
nerkod "B™.on said msp, be and the samo. 1g horeby denied.

" "XT IS FURTEER ORDERED that the grade crossing congtructed
Wy the County of Senta Berbora ot the sbovo-montioned poimt "B™ be
removod within three (3) montks from date of thig order, and that
the orfginel rosd through the trostle, modiffed in construction to
conform to the rcmainder of the now highway, be rehabilitated along
the lines suggested in the foregoing opinion, so as to form an under-
grade crossing with two passages, one for castbound axd ono for v}est-
bound traffic.

The foregoing opimion end orxder are heroby approved and
orderod’ ﬁ.ied. s the opinlon and order of the Railroad Commission of
the State of California.

Dated at San Frenciseo, Celifornia, this 2 /-Fdsy of
Deconber, i918. “ |




