Decision No. (c co3.

BZFORE THE EAILBOAD COMMISSION OF THE STAIE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the application
of the CITY OF SEIMA for order

)
| .
authorizing change of location of 3 dpplication No. 3564.

Arrants Street crogsing.

Joel H. Smith, Attorney for City of Selma.
Prapk B. dustin for Southern Pacific Company.
., M. Worthington for Southern Pacific Company.
P. T. Robiason for Southern RPacific Company.

GORDON, Commissioner.

SEi1XIoX

This 1s am spplication, Tiled. July 17, 1918, in which the
City of Selms asks pormission to close the mresent crossing of
Arrants Street over the Southern Pacific Compeny tracks amd to open
a new crosging some seventy or eighty fLeet fﬁxthor noxrth, with an

" automatic flagman for protection.

A hearing was held on December 3, 1918 at Selma. From the
testimony submitted it appears that the prosent crossing is iocated
alongside of Castle Brothers ?acking House and that the view to the
south is shut off completely when approaching the tracks from the east.
The City of Selma has purchased parts of Lots 50, 51 and 52 of Walkex
Addition, in ordoer to move the crossing away from the packing house
and open uyp the view at this corxrmer. It is also the intention of
the City to pave Zast Eronf Street in the future and to make the new

Arrants Streaet crossing the main entrance to the city from the north,

the main residence section being east of this e¢rossing. The City
also intends to keep the land vacated at the site of the rresent 0ro8-
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gsing free from duildings and obstructions.

The' Southern Pacific Comwany is also in favor of moving
the crossing as petitionad for by the City, dut does not bellieve
that an axtomatic flagman i3 necessary; In view of the faot that
this will de one of the main crossings within the ¢ity, that tﬁe
viow at the southeast cormer of the crossing by Castle Brothers
Packing House will not be greatly improved by moving the crossing
only seventy or eighty feet to the noxth, and also coxnsidering that
the Zngineering Department of this Commigsion, In its statewide in-
vestigation of gfado crossings, rocommended that an automatic flag-
men be placed at this point, I bolleve that the automatic Lflagman
should be installed. as petitioned by the City and that the cost of
installing same should be divided equally between the Southern Pacie-
£i¢ Company and the City of Selma.

As the provosed crossing will in every way be bettor than
the crossing now used, I believe it should be moved north as applied

Zors |

During the hearing considefablo teatimony was taken or the
condition of the israde crossing at North Street, which is the next
crossing south of Arrants Street. It appears that *the ﬁiew of thé
tracks to the right or left is compieteiy blanketed by the warehouwses,
which are built on each cormer of the intersecction of street and xright
of way rendering the crossing exceedingly dangerous. It was unani-
mously considered the most dangorous.crossing in Selma and a merace
to everyone using it. During the statewide investigatidn of grado
crossingé, the Zugineering Devartment of this Commission recommcnded
that an automatic flagman ve installed by the Southorn chific Con=

vany at this crossing. This rocommendation has not beon carried

out and tke c¢roscing is still maprotected, exceopt for the usual oros-

sing sign. In view of tho fact that there has been one accident on
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this crogsing and that others are likely to occur st any time, I
am going to go further than the Bugineering Dopartment did wews
and recommend that the City of Selma abandon and close this erossing

to public travel, the expense of so doing to be borne by the Southern

Racific Company.

I recommend the following forn of order:

The CITY QOF SELMA having, on July 17, 1918, applied to
this Commission for permission to move the Airants Street crossing
within said c¢ity, as shown on the'map acoompanying the spplication,
end to protect the new crossing by an automatic flagman; and a
public hearing having beon held, in which all interosted parties
wore roprosented, and it appearing that the applic#tion should be
granted subject to cexrtain conditions hereinsfter specified;

IT IS EZREBY ORDERZD, That the City of Selms be and the
semo 1s hereby granted permission to close the precent Arrants
Street crossing, in the City of Selma, County of Fresno, State of
California, and to open and comstruct & new crossing atl grade some
seventy (70} or eighty (80) feet north of the present crossing, as
shown oxn thé mayp éCcompénying thé applicaﬁion. and subjeet to the

following conditions, viz.:

(1) The enmtire exponse of constructing the new crossing
anaabandoning the present crossing shall vbe vorne by the applicant.
The expense of maintaining the new crossing in good and first-ola&s
condition, for the sale and convenient use of the »udblie, shall be
borne by aprlicant, except for that portion bhetween the rails and two

(2) feet outside thereof, whica shall be borne by the Southern Pacis
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Sompany e

(2) The expense of installing an automatic flagman shall
be dividea.eéually betwecn the applicant and the Southern PFacific
Company. The expease of its muintenance thereafter shall be borne
by the Southern Pacific Company.

(3) S21d4 croscsing shall be constructed of a width of not
less than fwénty-four (24) feot, with grades of approach not exceede
ing two (2) percent; shall be protacted by a suitable crossing sign
and the ﬁutomatic flagman horoinbefore mentioned; and shall in every
way be made sale for the rassage theroover of vehicles and other
road traffic. |

(4) The Commission reserves the right to make such fur-
ther orders rolative to the location, construction, operation, main-
tensnce and protection of said crossing as to it may scem right and

propexr, and to revoke its permiscion if, in 1ts Jjudgment, the public

conveinence and necessity demand such action,.

The foregoing opinion und order are hereby spproved and
ordered filed as the opivnion and order of the Railrosd Commission of

toe State of Californis.

Datod at San Franeisco, California, this 2 St day

of December, 1918.




