
Dec1sion lio. '(,0 Cl ~. 

:BE§ORE :iliE RAII.B.OAD COMMISSION OF ~:a:E SU~ OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of the applicat10n ) 
of the CIZY OF ~ for order ) 
authorizing change of location of ) 
Arrants Street crossing. ) 

Application ~o. 3964. 

Joel R. Smith, Atto~ney for City of Se1=&. 
Frank E. Austin for Southern ~aeifi0 Company. 
? M. Worthington :eor Southern lac:1:f'1e Company. 
~. ~. Robinson for Southern Pacif1c Company. 

GORDON, Commissioner. 

OPINION' --------
!t'h:LB :1.8 8Jl s;Pl'l:1.oa:t1on. :C'11ed·J'ttJ.Z'" ~7. ~S1.8. :Ln wh:Loh the 

City of Selma asks permission to close the ~esent oroasing of 
Arrants street over the Southern Fa.cti'io Company tracks ana to open 
s new orossing som~ seventy or eighty feet ~hor north. With an 

, automatic flagman for protection. 

A hearing was held on December 3, 1918 at Selma. From the 
tcst1mo~ submitt~d it appe~rs that the present orossing is looated 

alongside of castle Brothers ~acking Rouse and that the view to the 

south is shut off completely when approaching the tr~oks from the east. 

~e City o'f Selma ha.s purchased :parta o:t Lots 50, 51 and 52 o~ Walker 

Addition. in order to mOVe the c=oss1ng a.way from the pa.oking house 

and o~en up the view at this corner. It is also the intention o~ 

the City to pave East Front Street in the fUture and to make the new 

Arr~ts Street crossing the main entrance to the city from the north. 

the main residence sect10n being eaet o£ this cross1ng. :.ne C1t7 

also intends to keep the land vacated at th~ site of the present or08-
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sing free from bu1ld1ngsand obstructions. 
~he' Southern Pacif10 Co~~any is also 1n favor of moving 

the c~oss1ng as petitioned for by the C1ty~ but does not believe 

that an S4tomatic flagman 13 necessary. In view of the faot that 

this will be one of the main crossings within the oity. that the 

v1ew at the southeast corner o~ the crossing by Castle Brothers 
Packing Rouse will not be greatly tmproved by moving the crossing 

only seventy or eighty feet to the north. and also oonsidering that 

the Engineering Department of this Commission. in 1ts statewide 1n-

vestigation of grade orossings. recommended that an automatio flag-

man be placod at this pOint, I believe that the automat~e flagman 

should be installed. as petitioned by the City and that the cost of 

installing same should be divided equally between the Southern ~ac1-

tie Comp~ and the City o! Selma. 

As the pro~osed crossing will in every way be better than 

the crossing now used. I 'belieV0 it sho~ld be moved north as applied 
for. 

During the hearing oonsiderablo teetimo~was taken on the 

condition ot the ,~ade crossing at North Street. which is the next 

crossing south of Arrants Street. It appears that the view of the 
. , 

tracks to the right or left is completely blanketed by the warehouses, 

which are built on each corner of the 1ntersoct1on ot street and right 

of way ren~ering the crossing exceedingly dangorous. It was uDsn1-

mously considered the most dangerous crossing in Selma and a menace 

to everyone usinS it. Durine the statewide inv0stigat1on o~ grade 

crossings, the Engineering Department of this Commission recommonded 

that an automat1c flagman bo installed by the Southorn ~acif10 Com-

~any at this crossing. ~his reco~endation has not been carried 

out and the cros~1n5 is still unprotected. except for the usual oros-
sing sign. In view of tho fact that there has been one aoo1dent on 
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this croos1ng and that others ar(~ liko17 to occur at any time, I 

~ going to go turther th$n the Engineering Department did ~ 

and reco~end th~t the City of Selma abandon and close this crossing 
to pu.blic tra.vel, the expense of so doing to be borne by the Sou.thern 

~aeific Company. 

I recommend the following form of order; 

ORDER ... - ...... _-
~e CI~Y OF SEIJw!A ha.ving, on July 17. 1918, applied to 

this Commission for permis.s10n to move the Arrants Street croSSing 

within said city. as sho~n on tho map ac~~mpanying the ap~lioat10n, 

and to protect the new crossing by an automatic flagman; and a 
public hearing l:!.s.ving beon held, in Which all interested pa.rties 

we~e represented, and it ap~ear1ng that the applioation should be 

gr~ted subject to certain conditions hereinafter speoified; 

I~ IS EZ..."ZEBY OF.DE...~, ~at the C1 ty of SelmS be a.nd the 

S!ll:lO is he:'eby granted permission to close the precont .lLrr~t8 

Street crossing, in the City of Selma, County of Fre8no~ State o~ 

california, and to open and construct a. new crossing at grade some 

seventy (70) or eighty (80) feet north of the presontcrossing, as 

shown Oll the :cap 6.ccompany1.:c.g the applioa.tion, and subjeot to the 

following oonditions, viz.: 

(1) ~ha entire expense ot constructing the new crossing 

andabandoning the present crossing shall be borne by the app11~t. 

~he expense of maintaining tho new crossing in good and first-olass 

oondition, tor the safe and convenient use of the publio, shall be 

borne by applicant, except for that portion between the ra1~s and two 

(2) teet ou.ts1de thereof, whioh shall be borne 01 the Southern Pao1~ 
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CO:llpally. 

(2) The expanse of installing an automatic flagman Shall 

be divided equally between the applicant and the Southern ~ao1fic 

CompaDY. T.he expanse of its ~intenance thereafter Shall be borne 

by the Southern ~ac1f1c Company. 

(3) S~id crossing shall be constr~ctGd of a width of not . 
less than twenty-four (24) foeti with grades of approach not oxceed-

. . . 
ing two (2) percent; shall be protooted by a sUitable crossing sign 

and the autonat10 flagman hereinbetore mentioned; and shall in every 

way be mAde sa~e for the passage theroovor of vehicles and other 
roa.d traffio. 

(4) ~e COmmission reserves the right to make suoh fur-

ther orders rolativo to the looation. const~uction. operation. main-

tenance and protection of said crossing as to it may seem right and 

proper. and to revoke its permiccion if, in its judgment, the publio 
conve1nenco and necessity deoand such action~ 

The foregoing opinion nnd order are hereb1 approved and 

ordered tiled as tho opinion and order of the Railroad Co~seion o~ 

the state of California. 

Ds:tod At SAn Fr:;:..no1sco. California.. this r2 ~ da~ 
ot December~ 1918. 

Commissionera-. 
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