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Louis Cohen for c·ompl:9.1nants 
'fJ. A. Sutherland end l~ray Bourne 

for !Ief'endant. 

BY ~EE Cml~o!ISSION: 

OPINION 
-----~-

This is a prooeeding brought by~. B. Ewalt 

and 125 other reSidents of that portion of San Luis 

Obispo county known as the Atascadero Colony, against 

the Hid.ls..nd. Counties ~b110 Servioe Corporation, in 
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which the oomplainants ask that the defend~nt be ordered 

to ~~p1Y them with eleotric 'servioe. 
A hearing wss held befor'e Examiner Encell at 

Atasoadero on Dece~ber 21st, 1917, and Decision No. 52Q2 

issued under date of ~,:a.rch 13th, 1918 ord.ered defendant 

to serve complainants ~ith electric ener~y within Sixty 

d$.:7S thereo:t. 
On r':ay 8th, 1918 dafend.ru:Lt filed a pet1 tioD. 

asking that the cese be reopened, $nd, in response to 

th1s re~uest, a second he~lng was held. 1n At~sced.ero 

before ~ner Ence1l on Jnne 20th, 1918. 
At this henring defendant submitted. testimony 

to support its contention that it was unable, due to the 

eXisting war oono.i tions, to obtain the moneY' necessarY' 

for'thls extension, that ereat d.ifficulty was being ex-
perienced. in obtaining 'materials, t~at there was immi-

nent danger of a ser10us shortage of power beoause of 

the subnormsl rainfall of the previous winter, and, 
lastly~ that defend.ant had msny oth(~r prior applica.-

tions for service for more essentia.l pUIposes. 

!n consid.eration of the o.bnormsl economic 

concitions obtaining a.t the time of the second hea.r-
ing, the Commission has seen'fit to hola this matter 

'. in abeyance until the present. In view of recent de-

vclopments ~I to-wit, the signing of 1ihe armistice on NO-

vember 11th, 1918, an~ the rapid re~urn of the country 

to a peece basis since that date, we believe that 1t 

is only fair thst app11csnts now receive .the eleotric 

service for 'nhich theY' ha.ve \V~i ted so long. 
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ORDER -..----

~. E. Ewalt ana others having filed TIith this 

COlr.m1ssion a co:nplaillt against the Midland Counties Pub-

lic Service Corporation, the matter having been decided, 

the ~;tid.land. Counties :Public Service COl":poration having 

. petitioned for 0. further hearing, the ssme having been 

granted, and. the hearing having been held ~cl the Com-

mission fincling thn.t defendant shou:Ld now extend its 

electric distribution lines in that ~ortion of san 
tuis Obispo County known as the Atascadero Colony, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the defendant, Mid-

land Counties ?ublic Service Corporl:Ltion, be and the 

s~e is hereby ordered within Sixty da7s from the date 

of this orcler, to serve with electriC energy the ~er­

sons desiring the snme, resicling in that portion of 

S~ Luis Obispo County known as the Atascadero colony 

as delineated 1n Exhibit ~A" attached to the complaint 

herein, whioh exhi bi t is hereby re£E)rred to and made e. . 
:part hereof. 

Dated at San FranCiSCO, california, this 
d: t.t-.a;f'::; day ot Deeonbor, 19l5. 

Commissioners. 
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