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:B3FORE TBE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF T~ STA~ OF CALIFORNIA.. 

EDWARD J. COSTELLO, Jr •• 
C ompla.1nant , 

va. 

LOS VERJELS LAND Al'm WATER 
COMPANY. 

Defendant • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Case No. 1262. 

Edward J. Costello, Jr., in propria persona. 
V. T. UoG111icuday and F. M. !rurner tor 

Los Ver jels Land and Water Company. 

GORDON, Commissioner. 

This is a proceeding brought by Edward J. Costello, Jr., 

a user of water :!rem the irrf.gation system of defendant. The 

oomplaint alleges, in effeot, that defendant is not exeroising 

due oare in the operation or ma:1ntenanoe of the irrigating 878tem; 

that through negleot, water is wasted fran the reservoir; that the 

ditohes, flumes and siphons wh10h deliver water to the oonsumers 

are in such bad state of ropair that water is wasted and an insuf-

ficient quantity delivered for the irrigation of the lsnds uaing 

water. Complainant asks that defendant be direoted to remed1, 

the oauses for complaint and to render effio1ent service. 

In its answer, defendant admits that beoause of negli-

genoe on the part of its local representative, water was wasted 

during the past season trom the reservoir; that the ditch system 

is dilapidated and in need of extensive repairs but that beoause 
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of the laok of funds and difficulty in obtaining labor and material, 

r6p&1~s were delayed. 
Defendant owns and operates a ~all irrigation system 

in Yuba Count1, in the vioin1t,y of ~angor, and delivers water for 

the irrigation of some 260 acres of land planted to ,~11ve.,o1tru8 

and deciduous fruits and misoellaneous orops. The ditoh a1stem 

was originally oonstructed to del1ver water for min1ng purposes 

and ,,&S puohased by defendant, who construoted & dam to impound 

the waters trom Dry Creek. 
Defendant was organized as So land OOll2P8D1' and acquired 

and operated the water system as a part of its real t7 projeot., 

In order to attraot settlers and purohasers ot land, defendant 

contraoted to del1ver water and to waive pa~ent of any part of 

the purohase prioe of the land for five years. !ecause of con-

d1t1ons due to the war. s&lesof land praotioally oeaBed and de-
fendant now finds itself without revenue and obligated to deliver 
water. Stock assessments have been levied to meet the oost of 

, some ot the 
operation. and maintenance. I cannot oensure too stronglYi8GV~ 

1\ 

unbus1neaslike methods. which1t is obvious are oonduoive o~ 
tneffioient operation. Defendant's oredit has been seriously 

impaired and delay in the pa~ent ot operating expenses make. it 

almost impossible to seoure neoessary labor and. material. The 
evidenoe showl' that the flumes and pipes are in such dilapidated 

condition that a large part ot the water delivered from the im-

pounding reservoir is lost betore reao1ng the area irrigated. 

No system of deliveries has been in effect, each oonsumer taking 
such amount ot water fran the ditohes as he found available and 

as in his opinion he oould use. No oonsumer oan feel assured 

that he will reoeive a suffioient amount ot water to irrigate • 
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I am of the opin1on that to give good servioe and 

deliver a suff10ient quantity of water, so that the irrigators 

~ 'leel assured that a orop c~be produoed, it will be neoes-

B&r1 to repair or replaoe practioally 8'f'ery flume on the system 

and I shall reoommend that defendant be direoted to file plans 

and specifioations for these improvements, also rules and regu-

lat10ns providing, among other things. for a sohedule of de11ver-

iee. 

I submit the following form of order: 

o R D E R. -- ---

A public hearing baving been held in the above entitled 

prooeeding, the matter having been submitted and being nowread,7 

f'or deoision, 

IT IS :BEREBY ORDERED that LOS VERJELS L.ABD AND WATER 

COMPANY be and it 1s hereby direoted to file with the Ra1lroad 

Comm1sz:l on of the State of California, for 1 ts approTal, plana 

and specifioations for the improvement of 1ts water plant within 

20 daye'ttom the date of this order. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the approval of sa1d 

plans and specifioat1ons, Los Verjels Land and Water Company 

ahall prooeed Without delay to construot and repa1r 1ta 8yatem~ 

as provided 1n the approved plans and ~eoifioationa. and sball 

oomplete such oonstruotion and improvements on or before ~ let, 

1919. 

IT IS !''O'RTHER ORDERED that Lo s Vel' jels Land and Ws. ter 
Company file for approval by the Railroad COmmission, rules and 

regulations proViding for adequato 8upervision and a satisfaotory . 
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schedule of deliveries of water by said oomp8n1, whioh rules 
and regulations it is dir.oted be put in effeot as oorreoted 

and amended by the Comm1sst.on. 

~e foregoing opinion and ~der are hereby approved 

and ordered filed as the opinion and cr del' of the Ra.ilroad. 

Commisa1on of the State of California. 

:Dated. at Sen Franoisco. Cal1tomia. th1a 3/)-#...4&7 
of Deoember, 1918". 

Secretary. 
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