In the liatter o2 the Apyplication of

the CITY CF REDONDO HEZACH, California,
for an oxder aunthorizing the construc-
tion of & vublic highwsy &t grade scross
the trecks of the Atcuison, Topeks cnd
Santa e Railwey Company and acxross the
tracks of the Paclfic Zlectric Railway
Compeny gt the sowtrerly terminus of
Hermoss Averue at Redondo Beach (Supple-
mentel epplication for re-hearingl.
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Aprlication Ne. 1253.

Prapk L. Perry, City Attormey, for the City of
Redondo Besck.

M. W. Reed, for the United States Railroad Ad-
minigtration, Welker D. Eines, Director General
of Reilroads, (Atchison, Topeksa and Ssnte Fe
Rsilway Compexny).

B, E. Morris, for tae Paclific Zlectric Railway
Company. :

DRUNDIGE, Commissioner.

PIRST SUDPLEMERTAL OPINICN

In this supplementel spplication the City of Re-
dondo Beach sske for a re~iearing and for z modification of
+he Commission's Decision No. 1768, rendered on September 1,

1974. TIn taet decision the Commissiorn grented permission to

the City of Redondo Beach to construct Hermosa Avenus at grade




seross the tracks of the Atchison, Tepeks and Senta Fe Rall-
wey Compeny snd the tracks of the RPacific Zlectric Rallway
Comrany under ceritain conditions set forth in the decision.
Condition Fo. 1 reads asg follows:
"(1) The erossing over the Sante
To main line and side trecks immediately
northwesterly of the proposed erossing

and ¥nown as the 3Benita Avenve crossing,
shall bo discontinued wnd abondoned.”

The City now sosks that the peregraph Just guoted

™

vo eliminated from the decisiom but thet in all other respscts
the originsl order be sllowed %o stand.

A hecring was held at Redondo Beach om the 3d imet.,
sn inspection of the situstion wad made on the ground, and T.e9~
timony wos heerd from the three interested parties.

It eppoars thot the comstruction of Hermoss lLvenue
across thae tracks in question hams not yet been uwandertaken by
the City énd tiat conditions at this time remain as they were
in September, 1914, when the original decision wes rendered.

It olso appears thot in ey, 1918, tae Board of Trustees of the
City of Redondo Bosch undertook the necessary legel sleps tow-
erde the closing of tho Benita Avenue crossing as ordered by
+he Commission amd that because of the protests of certaln pro-
verty owners residing in this vieinlty thre applicetion for &
re~poaring was made.

After going over the grownd and after reviewing
the testimony introduced st the hea:ing in the supplementel

epplication, I £ind thet but 1ittle can bo added to the facts |

as they sre sev forth in Decision No. 1788. Witnesses for tiae

City point out that the treffic on the Seats Do trscke le con-




siderably less now then 1t was in 1914 and that therefors
the crossing ot Bemita Averue is less dangerous st this time
then it was when the Commisslon rendered ite originel deci-
glon. Dkhe representetives of tiae Sants Fe admit tais dut
explain tihet this comdition is the result, in part st least,
of tae traffic re-arrsngements brought sbout by reason of
the Federal operating control of the railroads, and that an
increase of tae tralfic mugt be locked forward to st thls
point in tae future.

It is admitted, on the other hand, thot automo-
bille travel ig steadily on the increase. There is no doubt
in my nind thet the safest and most convenient channel fox
guch traffic will ve provided by the extensior of Hermosa Ave-
rue in the maxmmer proposed by the City in its originsl appli-
setion. Ao to & cholce betweon the Hermosa Avenue crossing
end the Benite ivenwe crossing, the testimony is ungnimous
that the Lformer i1g the propoer solution of tho trafiic problen.

The guestion bofore the Commission, taen,is whe-
ther there should be onme grade erossing st this point (the
condition exlsting at present) or waetker there ghould be two.
I an szotisfied that there can be mo Justification Zoxr two
grede crossings within lecs than two hwadred feet of esch

other 12 one can pogeibly be made to serve public neceselty

and convenience. Taoe extension of Hermosa Avenue will accom~

plisk tais emd. It was testified by witmesses for the City

that in the case of both crogsings being kept opon, seven
eighths of the automodile traffic will go across EHormosa Ave-

pue snd only ono-eighth scross Benite Avenue.




The chief voint cf objection to the Eermosa
Avenve croscing (with the Bonita Avenue c¢rossing closed)
will be the sharp-sngled turn tast will have to be made'by
automobiles coming southerly on Hermosa Avenue and desiring

to twrn northerly on Pacific Avenume cfter crossing the rail-

road tracike in quostion, and by traiffic in the opposite

direction. This objection, 1t appears €0 me, can be overcoms,

in part 2t lesst, by roundirg olf the southerly corner of tae
tricxgle ol Sante Fe property lying between Eexrmosa Avenue,
Pacific Lvenuoe and Benita Avenue. This will be & matter of
smell expense, snd if it is done, automobile trafflc condi-
tiong will be better then they wonld be i both crossings were
kept open.

While the testimony of witnesses for the City was

by no means uwnanimous in fevor of the modificetlon of the order
a8 asked for in the application, the representatives ¢f both
the railroads involved protested ogainst s modification of the
Commission's order and aslked thet the decieion be left ag 1t
stends. Tae Counsel Zor the Sants Fo celled attention to &
clause in that Company's deed o the Clty of Redondo Beach
grexting the City an easement for tae Bernite Avenue crossing,
which cleuse provides foxr the closing of Benite Avenue if Zer~
mose Averue is ever in the fufure opened across the Santa Fe
tracks. BEeo gave notice that his Company would take steps W
enforce this provision in case the Commission modified ite
order o9 prayed foxr by tae epplicaxt. He declared the Com=-
pany's willingness, on the other hapd, to grant the City a

fece casoment for the Hermosa Street crossing and gave 1t ae

en estimate thaet the 19,000 square feet of Santa Fe property




involved hed 2 resl estaete velue of spproximately 520, 000.
I am not porsueded thet public convenience and
necessity demand the convinuaxmce of the Benite ivenue grade

erossing If Hermosa Avenue 12 extended as proposed by the

City. I am slso setisfied thatwwo grade crogsinge in such

cloge proximity would constitute ¢ nenace 40 the safety of

the users of both the highways and the reilrosds. Tor these

roosons I recormend to the Commission thet the orxriginel order
e allowed vo stend and that the eupplemental @‘pliéation for

2 wodlification of Declsion Ko. 1768 be dismissed.

I submit the following order:

TEE CITY OF REDONDO EEZACE, Califormis, having oo
venRary 23, 1919, 2iled wita the Commission ao application fOr

& re-neering ir this procoeding and for s modiflectiom of the

Commission’s Decision No. 1768, & hearing having beem held
and 1t sppearing to the Commisslon thet the epplication showld

be mBenied for the rezsons set forth im the Zoregolnmg First Sup-

rlemental Cpinlon;
IT IS HEREBY ORDZRED, Thet said aprlicatioz be,

and the same 19 heroby, denied without prejudice.

The foregoing Opiriorn snd QOrder zre hersdy gpproved

end ordered filed =s the Opinior apnd Ordex of tiae Rallroad Com~




mission of the State of Californic.

/
Dated at San Francisco, Califomis, thic 25 A

day of Februery, 1919.

Commissioners.




