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J. ~_ Davis, for tAe Board o! Supervisors. County 
o£ Los Angeles. 

~rank B. ';''llstin. :eor Walker D. Rines. Director General 
of 3Ailroads, United States Rsilroed Administration, 
operating the Southern ~aoi:eic line~. 

B~u~DIGE, Commissioner. 

O?IN10N -------
In this application the Board of Supervisors ot the 

County o~ Los Angeles aslts the Comroiasion's permission tor the 

installs.tioIl. and. maintenance o:f s grade cross1ng over the traclts 

o~ the Southern ?s.ci!1c Company at State Street near Florence in 

Los Angeles County- ~he ms.tter was ts.l~en up ex parte with the 

represa:c.'ts:lii vas of the '(jni ted. States Railrond Administration opar-

ating the Southern Pacitic lines who were unwilling, Without a 

public hccr1ng,to conced.o that at the present time public neces-

sity demands the o~cni:c.g o~ State street across the railroad tracks. 

It was ststed by the railroad representstives, howeve~, that the 

Southern Pacitic would. n.ot oppose, the crossing ij'! oontemplated 



developmeD'ts o:f which the 1'0.1 lroad. had. not been advised would 

justi~y the opening o~ State Street ~a that the railroad would 

be govc:t'lllld by such order as the Commission might mako. The ap-

plication WaS there:fore set do\'T.O :for hearing in LosA%lgelas on too 
5th inst. 

An inspection of the proposed crossing aDd. the testi-. 

mony introduced at the neuring developed. the follOWing :facts: 

The crossing is to be established. in order to carry 

State Street, a concrete public hig.b.W'S.Y, acrose the SoutharD Pc.ci-

:fie railroad. and thus establish a means of travel be~veon a number 

of su'bdiV1d.ed tracts north of the rmlroad and other subdivided 

tr~cts so~th of the railroad. A large area o~ approA1mately l~OOO 

acres lying north of the rD.ilro~d. between Long :Beach Boulevard. Oll 

the west, the Los Angelo~ snd S~lt Leke Railway on the east and 

Floronoe Avenue on tho north. is l'i.OW subdivided. into tracts and, 

lots, a largo proportion of which h~ve slre~dy been sold. ~h& 

street wor~ in the groeter part of this subdivided area is do~e. 

~d. cbout iifty hou~es (clmoet allot them 'bungalowe ~d residencos) 

hcve boon built in the tract in the imm0di~te Vicinity of the pro-

posed. crossing (Tract !~0.4354). State Street is i~tended. to be the 

main north and south thoroug~~ere serving thie new residence district 

und the businese center which is springing up on State Stroet ap~rox-

imatcly 900 !Qct.north of tho proposed crossing. 

~he £arming acreago south of the railroad is now boing 

su"odivid.od, snd on ~rs.ct tro. 3253, immediately south ~d west of 

the proposoa.. crossing, the street vlork is in t-;hc C01lrse o!. COX1$~crue­

tion. :. Il'u:n'bor o~ lote havo been sold in tilio tract ale 0, Slld the' 
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bUilding ot several ~osidcncos has a1read7 been contracted for. 

~ocsurod fro~ the point of tho proposod crossing. tho 

n0~rost ,uolic road.s cross teo reilroad. 3240 feet to tho west and. 

8400 ~eet to the east, and there ie no doubt in my mind t~~t' With. 

tho build.ing u:p ~f t.o.e intervening territory, access to the north 

ruld. the so~th of the r&:tlrocCl lv-ill have to bo esta.blished. 

The roil\~y in question is the single-track Santa ~a 

branch o! the Southern Pacific Oompany and a passenger gasoline 

motor car operates twice each d~ in both directions ~er this 

track. In ad.~tion thore is ODe freight train each way pOI' day. 

Tho rsil:o~d. is on a practically level grade for sovera~ miles on 

c~ch ~ide of the proposed. c~ossing, and the track is ta=gont tor 

more than two miles easterly snd :for more tb.a:l a b.s.l:f mile Vloster-

17 froe state Street. Tho top of tho rail is lose tasn throe !eet 

~ro~ the ground. line ~t ~~e ~oint of the proposed intersection of 

State stroet und the rcllway. A separation of grad.es at this point, 

both by reason of the excessive cost and by reason of the topography 

of the surroundi:o.g country, is not warranted... .A. right anglad grad.e 

crossing can be installed. w~t.h very eo,sy al'proo.cn.es on both sides o:f 

tho trcck. Stete Street will be a p~ved hiS.h~y 80 feet wide, and 

thoro wi~~ bo no obotruc~iono to the view ~rom eithor approach for 

c. safe distDllce to the e.~st una. west sloDS' the· railway track. Ho 
obstructionsof any kina. exist at the p:ropo sea.. pOint of croeaing. 

A considerable trevcl, podestrian, cutomob11o ~d team, 

will use thie croooine eO soon ~e it is ostablishod, ana this 
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tra:J::::ic is' :Oound to increase as the territory on both sides ot 
-the railroad. develops ill to a reoidence eli.strict .. 

In view of tb.e:se facts. I am ot the opinion that l'ub-
-

lic convenience ana necessity require the opening of State Street 

across tbe tracks of tho Southern 2sc1fic. I do not believe tbct 

by rouson ot tAe vQry li~ted train move~ent Over this branch 

line the insto.lls.tion ot cross:1.ng :9rotecting d.evises, other than 

the ordinary stanaard croseing sign. is called for. It is my 

recommendation to the COI:l.tnission t b.o.tthe spplicution ae sought 

by the County of Los AIlgeles 'be granted. 

I submit the following form of order: 

TEE EOA...-:tD 01 SUPERVISC:;\S O:a' ~EE Cot~~Y o~ LOS ,ANGELES 
. . . 

huving, o~ January 20, 1919. filed. v~th the Commission an appli-

cation :for ~ermission to construct,snd maintain s grade crossing 

Over tbe tr~cks ot the Southern Pscific Company at State Street 

neer ~loronce in Los Angeles County, as shown on t.c.o. map attached. 

to the application; e public hearing h~ving beon hold, and it 

appearing to the Co~ission that public convenience ~d necessity 

=equiro the grantiog o~ this application subject to the conditions 

hcreinaitel" specified.; and i~ appellring t'l!rther that it is not 

pr~cticQ.ble to avoid a grade crossing at the ~o~t indicated; 

IT IS ~REBY ORDE~. That vermisaion be, and the same ... 

hereby is, sranted the BO~~ OF Su~ERVISO?,S OF TEE COu~~Y OP LOS 

.t.1:CBLES -to construct Co crossing at grade across the tracks o:f the 

Southern ~aci:f1c Coopany ~t the point indicated heretotore, eub-

ject to the £ollov~ng conditions: 
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(1) ~he entire expense ot constructing the crossing 

shall be borne by applic~nt. The oxpense o~ its maintenance 

thereafter in good ~d first-class condition, for the safe and 

convenient use of the public. shall be borne b~ applicant, ex-

cept for that portion between the rails ~d two (2) feot outside 

thereof. '!7hich zhall be borne by the Southern Pacific COtlpany. 

(2) Said crossing scall be constructed of a width and 

type to conform: to t.M. t portion 0 f the street to be crossed now 

graded. with grades of approach not exceeding :four (45~) per cent; 

sha.ll be protected b~ a suitablo: crossing sign, Sond s.b.all in 

every wa~ be made safe for the passage thereover of vehicles ~d 

other road traffic. 

(S) ~he COmmission reserves the right to make such 

further orders relative to the location, construction. operation, 

maintenance end protection of s~idcrossing as to it may seem 
right and proper. and to revoke its permission if, in its judge-

~ent, the public convenience and necessity demand such action. 

Dated at San FranCiSCO, California, this ,-1~~da"S of 

Februar~, 1919. 
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