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In the !,;:~ toter of the ';"!Jlice. tion ) 
of 1~.:.?.A. CITY ~'! .. G,.~E.? C01l~..II.l'l-Y for en ) 
incre~s0 in rates to meet incre~s- } 
c~ costs i~ overhead e~~er.se,costs ) 
of operation, matorials, etc. ) 

Applic~tion No.4059. 

E. 1. and. !". E. Johnston for :Na.:p~ 01 ty 1'78. ter Co.· 
~allaco Rutherford for City of Nopa. 
E. 1. 7111iamzon in propria parsona. 

~OV~L~t), Co~issioner. 

This is eon ~!,plicctiol'l of l~epa City :1{3.ter Com~s.ny, s. 

public utility co~oration, hereinafter referred to us the appli-

c~~t, ong~god in the businesc of ~upplying water to thepoople 

of N~:p~ ~nd. vicinity, for permiscio~ to increase rates to meet 

increasod c03ts of operation. 

~ public hearing was held in :Napa, January 29, 1919. 

~.c.e epplice.tion a.lleges, in effect, that owing to in

cro~sed salaries. taxes, power bills and mate~ials~ its operating 

o~enses will be increased in oxcees o~ $3000.00 per annum and 

under tbe present rates the applicant is not receiving sufficient 

revenuo to pay a ~roper roturn upon ito investment. 

Applic~t ~sks permission to increase its monthly mini

::n~ c~arge fro~ .$1.00 to ~;i1.25, exclusive of Alta. Eeights, where 

t~c Comm1s:;i on has here'toi'ore !ixec'1. the minimum at !~1.50, or for 

such other or !Urther relief az the Commission may deem equitable. 

The oa~ital instsllo~ on Decomber 31, 1918, as shown 

by the applic~~t's books, was $SOl,924.79, and an inspection of 

tho property and a check of inventories submitted indicates thst 
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0. :f'~ir estimate of reprod.uction cost would amount to at le:3.st 

this ~ount. It thorefore a~pears fair to use the book capit~l 

as the basis u~on which to computo a return. 

=his Co~~sston has stated in a n~~ber of instances 

th~t 8. moa.sured s~stern of X's.tos is tho only method. in which each 

consumer boars his fair portion of tho expense and I d~sire to 

recotn.I:l.ond. that this utility 1'roceed a.t once to oO:':lplote mote:::-i.ng of 

the syetelXt. Tho system at presont hss moters on about eighty 

per cent of all sefvicec. Pull allowance will be made in the 

rate base to cover the cost of such ad~itional meters as are 

required. 

Maintenanco ana operating e~ense for 1918, eo shown by 

the books was $22,680, and investigation indicates that reasonable 

incroasos duo to higher costs of labor, matorials, power and taxes 

will necossitate ~ allowance ot $23,400 per annum in the future, 

~~ I find. as a fact tha.t it is a reasonable amount to be incluied 

in annual charges to meet this oxpense. 

Ins~ection of the properties ana s stuay of the inven

tories submitte~ by the applicant 1~~ioate that the system has 

en average probable life of 33 yea.rs. On the fo'tll' ~er cent sink

ing ftma. "oasis, tho allowsnce;;for depreciation annUity should be 

$4,682. 

In view of all tho cire~stancos, I am of tho ol'inion 

that a six per oent return upon the invostment will be fair and 

reasonab~o. 

The nGeess~y ~ual charges are then as follows: 

Interest on $310,000.00 at 6. per cont ••••••••••• 
~o~reciat1on annuity .•.•...•.•..•.........•.•••• 
Maintenance and operation ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

!rotal, ......................... . 

$18,600 
4,682 

23,400 
$46,682 

In 1918 the a~plicant's operating revonues ~ounted to 

$38,l25, and tho detici t trom oporation, based upon tho nece.ssary 
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ann~al charges set forth above, is $8,557. 

I therefore fin~ as a fact that the ap~licnnt is 

entitled to an incroase in rates. 

The rates fixed in the acc ompany1ng ord.er are jus.t and. 

reasonable :stes and will provido sufficient revenue to yield the 

necessary increase. 

The rates heretof.oro charged the City and County of 

Napa for water used. in sprinkling streets and parks are as fixed 

by ord.illence and. are less than those chargod othor co,nsumers .. 

Considering the publio nature of such use of wator, I am of the 

opinion that it will be ~ecessary at this time to change these 

rates. 

I submit the follo~~ng form of order: 

NAPA CITY WATER COMP.Al!Y ha.ving made application for 

permission to increase rates cha.rged by said l~$.p$. ei ty Water 

Company to its consumers, a public hearing having been held 

thereon, 8nd the Commission being fully apprised in the premises, 

TEE R.A.ILROAD COMMISSION EEaEBY :!fINDS AS A FACT that, 

the r~tes now charged by Napa City Water Company are unjust and. 

unreasonable in so far as they ~iffer from the rates heroin estab

lished, and that the rates herein establiehed are just and reason

Soble rates to be cha.=ged b,Y Na.pa 01 ty ilater Company. 

Eaeing its order on the foregoing finaing of fact and 

upon the fUrther findings of fa.ct cont.~ined in the opinion whioh 

precedes this order, 

IT IS .o:.~BBY ORDERED tha.t Na.pa City Water OOtIl!' any be 

and the sgme is hereby authorized to file with the Railroaa Com

miSSion within twenty (20) days from the date ot this ~der, and 

theroafter to charge the following ratez for water served to the 



inhabitants of Nape and vicinity: 

RATE SCEEDULE 

!~otered. use: 

To a~~ly to ell users on separate premises, in whatever 
ownership. 

1.~onthlY minimum pa~onts: 

~" and 3/4" 501'vic03 .................................. $1.00 
l" Serv1ces ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.50 
1 1/4" Services ................................... 1.75 
l~" "' ............ '" •••• •.•. _., ••• ,. -4- ........ 2.00 
2" " .................................. 3.00 
~~ .... " " ~.50 .." -,. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. '" 
3" " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4.00 

2. Monthly meter rates: 

First 10.000 gallons, p~r 1000 
Next 90.000" 1000 

gallon~ ••••••••••• 
" 

0.40 
0.36 ' 
0.32 

........... 
Over 10'0,000 " ff 1000 It ........ ,. .. 

:E'ls. t re. to use: 

TO apply to all users on sep~ate promises in whatever 
ownership. 

!I!onth1y nat rA.tes: 

1. Residences, boarding houses, apartments. lodging: 
houses, tenements and flats of five rooms or .. 
less .• •· •.••.••••••••••••••••••....•.•••.•• $1.25 

Por each additional room •••••••••••••••••••• 0.25 
Addi tional ~:or each bathtub ....................... O.ZO 
Additional for each toilet ................... '0.30 
lddltional far egan prlvav~ g~r~~o ~n~ , 

ono mnohino .••.•••••••••••••••••••.••.•••• O.Z5 
For oaoh ~d~~t~ona~ automob~~o •••••••••••••• 0.25 
Additional for private Da~, 

not cora than two horso$ or COW9~ •••••••• 0.50 
For each addit10na~ horso or cow ••• ~ •••••••• 0.20 

2. Spr1nk11~g or irrigation of lawns, 
shrubbery, trees, gardone r atc., 
per s~uare yar~~ •••••••••..••••.•••••.••. 0.02 , 

,z. Blacksmith shops, machine sho~s. ~umbor.y~r~s, 
pri~tinz offices, bakeries: undertaking 
parlors, grocery stores, dental offices. 
thea.tres. wareh.o'llses, butcher shops e.nd 
large stores ............................... 3.00 

4. Drug stores an~ ~hotograph galleries •••••••• 3.50 

-4-



5. Bottling works. creameries, slaughter houses. 
~nd laundrics ••••••.....•.••••••.••..... w • __ ¢5.00 

6. B~s. profossional offices, billiard parlors, 
fratornal halls, cl~brooms, churche:;:, 
~ shoo shops. plumbing shope, 
~tores and shops not otherwise listed •••••••• l.50 

7.0:e'i"1co buildings for each room ................... ~.O.SO 

S. Rests.ur'a.nts, chophouses and cates, per unit 
of seating C.'lpa.citY' ............... ~ ••••••••••• O.15 

9. Livery stables and feed yards, per avorage 
number of stock tea, each •••••••••••••••••••• 0.25 

10. Barns in conn8ct1on with stores, shops, etc., 
not more th&n tv~' horsJ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• 0.50 

Por o~ch additional horse .......................... 0.25 

ll. G~rages, 5 autos or 10S3 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.00 
For each additional mach1ne ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0.SO 

lZ. Soda fountains and ice cre~ ~~rlor~, either 
alone or in COnl'loct:ton wi th other business ••• 2.00 

lZ. l..ddi tional for each 'bathtub, toilet or. urinal '.". 
in Z to 12 i~clusive ••••••••••••••••••••••••• O.ZO 

14. Barber sbo~s, ~cr chair ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l.OO 
Additional~for-Gach bathtub •••••••••••••••••••.••• l.OO 
Additional for eech tOilet •••••••••••••••••••••••• O.SO 

l5. S~10ons························· •••••••••••••••••• 3.00 
~dditional for each tOilet •••••••••••••••••••••••• O.SO 
Ad.di tione.l -:or es.cb. urinal ........................... '0.:30· 

15. Euffets in connection with fratornal halls 
or club rooms •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• l.50 

17. Hotels .... 
Dining room ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.00 
Bed.rooms with running- water ••••••••••••••••• 0.25 
Ze.ch be, th tUb .. • • • .......... ' ....•....•.....••• • 0.50 
~aeh t011et ••••••••.•••• _ ••••••••••••••••••• O.30 

18. Sto~ engine, ~er horso~ower •••••••••••••••••••••• O.10 -. ... 

19. Public drinking fountain •••••••••••••••••••••••••• l.SO 

20. Public watering trough •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.50 

21. EU1ld.ing work': 
For mortar and to dampen bricks, 
ne~ 1000 bricks .••••••••••••••••. w ••••••••••• O.35 
~or cement work, each barrel ••••••••••••••••• 0.15 

22. Meters Will be installed at the request of any 
consumer who desires to be charged at 
meter rates •••••••••• 
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2~. The Compru1Y reserves the right to install 
meters at ito own expense upon ~y 
service connection and thereafter char~c 
the meter rata. 

~lio use: 

Underground fire hydrants, per month ••••••••••••• $2.00 
Post and stee~cr fire hydrants, per month •••••••• 2.50 
Engine house ~er month .•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5.00 
~olico headquartors per month •••••••••••••••••••• 1.50 
Library, per month ..................................... 1.50 
Court house, per month ............................ 25.00 
Court house plaz&, pormonth ...................... 25.00 

Street, road and park sprinkling 
pOl' 1000 gallons ••••••••••••••••••• •• ••• •••• 0.10 

All other publiO use at orainary motored ratos. 

Tho foregoing opinion and order arc hereby approved 

~d ordorod filed 8$ the opinion and order.of the R~ilroad Com-

oissL on of the State 0 f California. 

--tM 
Dated at San FranciSCO, Califorl'lia, this P -day 

of M~ch, 1919. 

Commissioners. 
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