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:i£FOPS TEZ, MILiOA!) COMMISSION OF 

In the Matter of the Ap~11e~t1on ) 
ot :BENICIA. W~ZR COMi?.:JIY. ,n cor- ) 
porqt10np for a~ omereenc~rnte ) 
for wo. te:- furnished to the C1 ty ) 
of Ben1c;1.Q;·. £l.:c.d :1 ts 1l:lllAbi tG.llts. ) 

Ap:011ee.tion 1\0. 4343. 

... -- -'- ..... 

A. :e. Sbs.w, for" Benioia wa.ter COmpBllY, 
p~ B. Lynch, E. C. Vana nndJ.J. Moo~e, 

f¢r C1tj of :Benic1e. • 

. LOVEL.m:D and. MAR!rIN, Commise1oners:., 
J' 

I .. ' 
, 

" 

:pu:b11c 'O.t~lity eorpo:rs.t1on, harei:oo.:{"ter referr()d '.to ~$the .:'.~'. 
'I ' ,,' 

ap,11oa.Dt, engo.gedi,n the bU~1:c.&S3 of etLpply1ng ws.torto 
", '. 

the peo;ple of Bcn101a.', for a.uthority ,to inStall. a: temporary " .. ' 
. . ' 

rate to. amortize,· expens'os incurred in ~nieh1ng'8Jl emerg-
. , 

oney supply 0:" wa.tor to its, OOllStlmere. 

A pub110 hearinS 1X,. th1s me. t ter wa.sheld : in :Bemoa, ,. 
, .~ 

" 

:E'ebraa.:ry Za.. 1915. 
-

Tlieapp11~t1011 a.lleges'in offeot that owing to the : 

JAok of rainfall. dur1xlg the year 1915.D.nd)y' reason of· in":,'" <, '" ' 
'" .' .... ,' ".:,,', " , 

creased' 'OOllS'O.mpt1011, eluato a'bnol'lXlol dema.nd~ 'by mo.nufa:o:tureX's . .-
'and the ~outhe:r:xi P3.·C1f·~e' coni~, t~e~UPP1Y 'o:zwater' '~'.~~ '. ' 

res.ervoirs beCamG gre~tly' depleted ,and ,ap!>~1es.nt was" for'oe~'~l?:,>:::~~ 
, ' :, . . . '. • ' ~: " "' ./." . '~'.':', ;' ... '.' ,I.' : '. ~ .. 

to s1:ck.l!. ~U'Q.'ber of' well$~a.Xld to convoyws. t'Ol": 1%2 Da.:rges:, ~%'.~:m'~'->' 
, , .','., .' .. ',' ·'1·' 

the ss.n,Jo!l.quin and Sn.cramento R1~ers. 

~ ,l~" 



'~e cost of :prov1d.1ng the emergoncY' eu;ppl:1 is set 

forth as follows: 
Cost of 1na'tallat10n of wells. and eCJ.'tl1:Pment-~ ... ---.. $ 8242.00 

Cost of installation of barge and e,qa.1pment------- 4895.00 

~o,tsl cost of 1nstallat1on---------.:.---------------$13140.00, 

Salvage on :wells " 
and e~:pment--------$1681.00 

~ vage on barge 
end eqa.i:pment---~---- 1294.00 

Total salvage~~------~----~-~----~----~-~---------$. 2975.00 
Ne~ cost of wells. barge, ' 

~d eqa.1:pment----------------------$lOl65.00 

Cost of operation of wells. 
per month---------~---------------- 632.00 

Cost o£ operation of barg&. , 
per month~~-----~--------~------~-- 5568.50 

Applicant a.sks: permission to 1nErts.llem.ergeney ra.tes 

for water deli~ered to consumers ana to continue ~oh ra.tes 1n 

effect until the entire extraord1~8rY'expense is amortized. The, 

present rates e.nd the emergencY' ra.tos a.ekeCt for are: ae follows: 

For consumers USing 2000 gallons or lese. rs.tes W111.re-

me.1n as at "present .. 
Present ,':!mergenc," ' ' 
,Rll.'tes :Ra:tes .' 

]'rom 2.000 gallons to 20.000 ga.llons ' ., 
:per thousand ~ons-.. -$ 0.60· 

~ext lO.ooo n por thousand gSllons--------- 0.55 
"10.000 " ",tt,,'" --------- 0.50 
,.. 10.000 "W." ." " --------- 0.45 
"'25 000 "." " fr. --------- 0.40-• ", '25.000 , ,"'" " " ... -------- 0.35, 

OverlOO.OOO· ."." ". ,"" .,--------- 0.29 
Monthly min1:mam. for 5/S" , meter C250O" g8.1S.~· . ' 

or ~es8l--- 1.50 
, "', " 5/S" , ". (2000 go.ls. 

or lees)---
All ot"4ler, :rs:tee. theesme ae now in ef'fe-o~. 

$ 0.75 
0 .. 60 
0.55 
0.55-

00.55: 
0.55, 
0.55, 

1.50· 

T ~he testimony offered. was to the effect that the recent 

Shortage o~ water on thoappl1eant's s1stem'W88 caused by abnormal 

de::::umds by matl.ufe.eturers and by the So:o,thern Pacific' Compan~.. We.%" 
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~et1V1ties were responeible for the great msnUfsc~ng use and the 

Southern Pa.eific Compa:c.~' s Port Costa Supply beemne so- depleted that 

it W$S neeessary to make ~ the defieiency at ~enioi&. Apparently 
, " 

the applicant has made ever,r reasonable effort to increase 1te av~' 
a.blc s-a:pply and the recent short~e of, water was caused b1abnormal 

and ~CII9seo:c. dems:c.ds upon the wa.ter eys tem md through no fault or 

omias1on on the port of the appl1eant .. 

It is aleos.ppa.rent thEl.t the ~pllea:a.t is Xlot now esr:o.1llg. 

and. for some yec.rs past he.s not earned.. So return of six :per eent upcn 

its invested oapital. In faet, testimony ws.a introduced. to show 

tha:t the re. te of" ret'a:!:n for the :past seven years has' ranged. :f!I:'oXll a. 
deficit of 1~42,. per oentto- e. surplus of 3.14 per eent. 

It is -therefore eVident ths.t the eppl1esnt is entitled. to 
s:o. 1neres.ee 1n rates in order tha.t tho extraordinary' expenses. ill-' 
etlrred in prOViding tl:c. emergeney supply of we. tar. 1Nl"3'be amortized. 

The aetual tots.l eo-at of prov141:a.gthe emergency str,pply, 1& 

not ~et availa.ble as, operat1on of the we~ls snd barge 1'18$ cont1:c:a.ed' 

until Feb%"!lSrY 15, J.919, and· final bills for ox.pens'e have not yet . 

Deoll s:bown u:pon the a.:p:p11eent's books. ActueJ. allownnce:s for, e$l"V-

e.ge upon well andbnrge oq,uipment esmlot be determine~ 'ttnt1:l.. such' 

t1l!\e as tho eqo.ipment is so:ld or otherwiso disposed· 0'£. 'Computa.-

tions. of the COmmission's Engineers, based upon eetimll;tea'o:t the 

applicant, indicate tha.t t:c.o total expense Will amoUnt to $2.7 •. 000.o~ 
. ,r ' ., • 

The emergeney l'c:t.e asked. for will roStZ.1 'tin' an increase of 

$25.715.00 in 12 months o~er tho revenues received from the salo;of 

ws.tor ill 1918. 'When 'based ul?on the quantitios sold in 'tha.t yecr~" 

The a:ppl1ean t •. however,. contends that the 1nereaee w'J.ll amount to, 

$20,33&.00 or less~ Owing to probable decreases in ~t1ties con-

sumed. ~his contention is sc.p:ported by tho faet that tho sOuthern . , 

.?ac1f1c. Company has a.lreo;d.r me.tGris.J.l:;r rGdueed i te d:re:aght on the 

s~stom.' 
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U~der tho emergeAcy=a~esdes1re~ eoa-~orB o~ 2.000 gal-

lons. or lese per mo.a.th woule. pay .0.0 more' tb.wl:- u.nd.er the preseat 

rates.. Dur1Ag'the you 1918 ~1ft:7-3eVeA por:leen.t of all. e~%'s 
, -

used le3s tbatl 2.000 gsllo.as per mOllth. ao.d it is seo.a. that. u.tld.er 

the prop0804. rates,. the 'burdett of pa.y1.oe; for thG emergac.ey supply 

is pla.O;e~ upo.a eo~rB o'! J.ru:o~e , ~nti t1ea of water who were 

dj.:reetl:r respo.c.sible·for tae shorttlge. 

Ie. view' of nllthe eire.tUIl$taaees we- are o;f the op1.c.1.e. ths.t 

the emerg"ncy re.,tesasked. ;for by thea.ppl.1eaat should be allowed a.c.d 
- . ~ 

sh.ould' eOllt1.c:o.e 1.u. e'!~ect u.o.t1,l farther order o! the CoIlltlX1a81o%te On 

or before· Ja.ml.tJ:r'Y' 1. 1920, rul add1t10!lAl 1.a.vest1ga.Uo.a will 'bo made. 
" . 

SAd the Co=::t1se10u will issue such suppleme.c.te.l.· order as1e:required.· 

IJ:l.,eo.oJlOeti04 With tho. use 'bY' SouthGr.tl Pa.e1~1~, COmpeJlY • 

prev1ousl,- me.c.t1o.c.ed 1.J1 tllis op1:t1~ we desil"e to. partieularly" 
. , ' 

p01.c.t out the fact that tho .l3hortage of water' was· very largely due. 

J to the dema..o.ds: o~ tmtComp~ upo.c. the water sY8tem. ~he So·uther.o. 

Pa.eifie' Courp~ is 1a. realty a tteo.a.sumer 0.0. whoe-ls", e.nd.,. i.e.' c:&Seo! 
... 

So de:f'1e1e.c.cy- at 0.0.0 po1...ttt; ea.c. tra.o.e~er its demsnds toe.c.other. place 

where,' the oU1'ply is. more ple.c.t1f'o.l. ~h1e v.-&3, tho proc:odtzre followed 

i.e. 1918 whe.e. the Be.c.ee1& Water Co1lipa-.c;t, ~s ca.lled. upo.c. to supply 44- .' 

per ceAt ::nOore water to the Southerll! Pa.c1t1e . Comp~ tha.c. wae- tu;;sd ", 
• • • ., • .,. I 

, , . 

i.e. 1917. nth the result that tho expe.aso o! fur.o.1:3h1Dg the emorge.a- . 
, 

,~, . 

.b.a.vi!1g 'been sueh a. vital' ~e.etor 1A produe'1J:lg tho shortage o:e w.tt.ter 

a.t ~1l~e1.o.,. the Souther.c. Pa.cific Compa~ is morally' bou.o.d.· to! as-31st 
~' .;,. .... ' 

1.0. p.s.y1.ngfor the emerge.c.cy- water sup:?ly' n.o.d, .. should contime its" 
i 

. . '" I 

pe. tro.o.e.ge. U.c.d.c:" the cil"cUlll$ta.o.ees,. while the Co~z 810.0. is without i'~ 
. , • . J 

a.:a.tho;-1t:r to compel further, p-areho.ses. of 'W~ter 'by" 'the '~~herLl" 
, . , . 

Paei~1e C¢mpeay from tho a~plicant,. we ~rmstthat w1th~e.faete . ' . ~ 

elee.rly O~~ forth,. the r!lortJ.l l"espo.c.o1~ilitY' will 'beree¢g.c.1zed a.o.d . 

approp:r:1s.te·moaS'llrestskoA. 

, ORDER, 
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.. ;"", 

10A to i.cztcll a.a. emergo.o.e:r rate to "00 eAarge~ bY' s&.id :Be.a.ac1s ·We~r 

Compa.o.~ to 1 te eo.a.s'Cl'!l.ors,. $. public lle8:i.c.g bAv1.o.g 'tiEton. hold tb.oreoD.'; . 

.arlO. tne CoJdca,1<>n' being bll7 apprised 1.a. the l'rem1sos;-

~REltb.rr.?OiID.· CO~i:!sSION' herobY' :FmDS .AS 1. :F.ACT tbt the 
, •• 4 ." • 

~&te8 .cow e!lsrged. by :Bon.eeis.. WD..ter Comp~ .arc ttAj'Ct3t a.a.4. u.c.reasoll-

able il:t3of'sr~s theY'. differ frol1l the rates her.e-1.c. ect:lbl!ahed,. e,cd' 
I 

~ba t the rstes he,roia. established. are jtl.3t IJJld. . .reasQooble .retes 

to bo eharged by BeAOc1a 11& ~er Compe..n:r. 

Be.s.iag i 1;8 ord.er upo.a.. the :f'orego1.tlg fi.c.di.og of fact slid 
. . 

upo.c".the fi..c.cl.1.c.gs otfaot 71b.1ch are co.c.ta1.c.ed ill. the op1.tl1011 whieh 

preeede~ tt1s ~~er;--

I~ IS ~ OlmEEEI> tbA t :SENECa WAzm COMPANY be 9 $.:ld 

the same is h6reb1'~ authorized to file With. the P.s.1lr08.d Comm1ss10.1l: . 
with1.a. f'ifteeJ:t d.a.ys ~om the ds.tG of ~.b..:tc order~ ~d to- tb.ore~tC',. 

u,o:til farther order: of tho' C0l'lW1s·o1oD.. chs.rge: th.e .folloWiAg :.-atcs· . . 

for water sor.vea.· to the 1Ahab1ta..nts of :Se!loeie. a..o.d v1e!.o.1t:v. 

P1%at 20.000 gflJ.lons, per tb.ouaa.c.e. gello.c.s - - $0.75 
Next 1.0,000" 11' " rr -- .0.60, 

. Over. 30·~OOO Tt tf " .f! - - 0.55 
.. .. - .. 

Mo.c:thly m1 ni zrt!Jl:lrllte '2or ea.ch sis 1ach moter or les.e. 
$1.50 per mo.a.tb.. Q.ll.d 'for 00.0..1:. 1/4 ,1zlc:!l' d:1s.n:lete:r 
ot, met~ a'b~vo 5/S 1.c.e.b. $0'.50 per ::loAth •. 

. . 
All other ra. toa to rems;iA' tl10 sa.mo as those D.OW i.e;. ~:!'ect~ 

. . , . 

A1"D I~ IS F'OP.~ ORDE:aEJ). th.s.t. :Be.ceo1a. Vlater Cor.r.r.p~ 
.' , . ' . . '" " . ,-

'shall o~ or be~or0 the tittee.c.thda7 of e~eh mo.c.th,'f11e with the 

Re,1lros.d. Col'lltCl1ssi.OJl. astetemeAt: show11lg· tlle reve.o.uee· der1~ed:frOl:l 
, . , ' .' 

" .. 

spo.c.d1.o.g mo.o.th· of 1918.' 

~he fo:-egoiag Op1.O.1o.c. e..ad. Ord.er are ·her~b.j approved 

s..o.d. ord.ered f1le~ t).l:1 the Op·iA1o.c. ll.C!A Ord.~ of the :Ra.Uroad 
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C·o:rDl:l1ssion o:fthe state of Cal1fOl":01a.. 

:Dated. at sen Fl"enoizco .. Cal1fornio.. thiS.21. ~Y' 
of M.o.roh, '1919. 
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