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$. ~IER!NI, ;OE ~E CESA.~ ~d 
c. P!E?:rn:. 

Compla.1ns.nts, 

vs. 

WES~ SAl' JOAQun;' VALrEI 
WA~Z? ~CM?~~. a corporation. 

Defendant. 
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) Ce.se ~o. 1269. 
) 
) 
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) 
) 

John Outea.l t and J. R. Mo!!en.."7 tor e o:nple.5.ne.nts. 
Eaw.; :2'. TrE"~dwcll by ~verley 3. :Sleke. for 

. "'d.E)~~nde.n:ts. 

zy :::.c.1; CO~r.rSSION: 

O:!?lNl'CN 
~--~--~ 

~e c~mpla1~t alleges that de!endant, 8. 

public utility eerving (Lomcetie water on both 810.ee of 

the Southern Pa.cific· Railro&.d in souta Doa Pe:!.o~. Merced 

CountJ". fUrnishes an inadequate sUPl'l;;- of water to' eon- .. 

sumera east of the r8.ihoa.d tracks 'because of ins·~tieient 

eapacity o'! the plant .. ano. espec5.e.l1y 0:: the 1>..i!)6e CO:IC.-
.. " 

ve;ri:a.cl wa.J~er aeross the tracke; 1J.nQ. that the water .. w:'o.1eh 

is carried'in:an op~n ditch for miles, i3 muddy and not 

f!:t for house::"lold or domestic use. Zile answer denies all 

o! 'ti!<:, .:ms.ter1s.l allega.tions of t?e eompla,1n.t. 

Apu"o110 hea.l.'ine was held "o1.:s:xa.m1~Gr ·T,'est-

over at Ilos :?a.a..oe, February l4th. Exhibits to be :filed after 

1. 



t:b.e henring P'lll"8W!.D.t to s ti!,uktion. have just been: 'I filed.. 

ano. "~~e es.ee is now 'roacty '!o:c d.oo1s~on. 

!i!lle wate:c'eerveo. "oj" cle:ronci.6.llt is dive:::teG. 

from the Ssn J'oa.'lu1n River a.nd. co.rr~ed in an open canal about 

22 miles to a. di tc~ throug1:. wh:i.ch it is ca.rried s."oout 'tbree, 

It.ilee to- ~e1'elld.a.ntYs gravel :£il tel' bed. thence ,into its 

raservoir from which it .1s pum~od by So 2 :i.lorse;power m~tor 
into a. 1?700C gallon taM on a. tower a.bout ZS feet h1gil.. 

and thence distributed thro~gh 34 ser~~e, connections. ~1~ 

of wli:i.c~ were ir..:;.otive at tAo time of tAO he1.).r~g • . 
:oreplainta o~ ~orviceare 11m1tcdtot~e 

terr1tory ly1ng east ot thera.ilroe.d t:ra.c~e.. Several wit-

neeses testi!:i.ed for t~o co~pla~ts to·the ef!ec~ that pro3-
sure in that territory is very poor:, ospe,c1~11y during about 

f1vemontJ:.e 1:.' the 5~er of fJe.Ch year. al~hoilBh no !&-o.eet-, 

concerning whic:b. tes";1::!lony VIAS o:f:t:ered. is more than four SJ:ld. 

o:.le-balf feat abov.e the ground. .u1 o! tAe :pre.Ql1S~3: served, 

$oro on leve'. g:cound. Consumers are frequently witilout wat'3:;' 

for several days e. t ati:.a.e. ~D.lly ti:es tile tank !os entirely;' 

lJ:cy in tl:.a mOrning. after be;ing !"illed tJ:.e nigAt bo:Zore., De-

fendo.nt'lls w:::tnessee ad.1:n1t :poor s.erv1co es.et of thG tracks. 

, 
except, on rare oecas~ons when for asmuoh.~3 sn hour or tWQ 

(J.t a time no we.te:: comes down tbe d.itch, bece.uae of accident 

oX' unusual cond.itions on the me.i:c. ea.nal. ilc.termuat be&. 

!oot deep o~ more in the main e&nal'oetore it, w1~ 1.lowinto 
", 

~o d.itch l6ad.1ng to 6.efoncla.nt'a pump_ 



agre.e tb.cl. t the romedy !or the :i>oor service COl.l.d.1 t1o.c.s eao.t 

o:! the tra.e.B3w1ll be !ou.o.d i.e. 1Astallillg l8.r.ger pipez. 

It is: sJ.so clen%' from the test,1mo,ay tb.a.t the e.c.tire cystem 
," 

shoult!L be 'me,tered. to co,.asorve \"later. 

, De!e.lldt'..o.t ~OO!C8, to, j"J.St:tty 1 ts ~a.ilure to 

1~rove t~e cerv1ce on t~& ground the.~ eon-~s &re 30 ~ew 

3Jld its re.Vetl.'tl09 ::'0, smcl.l that n.c; ad.equate rate will 'be u.o.-

reaso.a.s.blj high. , :Ero.te3!l.:"e .aot flOW before the Comw.1ssion 

for co.o.s1deratio.c... Who.o. tho qtl&:3ti.o..o. of re.tes 1c preseAted., 

the Co.':m%1ss10.ll will then cOLl.3iaer al~ eleme..a.ts 1.a.vOlveQ. in 

t1x1ag j'C:St, a.c.d. reae()!l.8.b,le m,tes. 

~ete.lldant e~~1As tcc~ e. ~~ moters here-

tofore 1:.reta.1led. were :lOo,.o. out ot ropair' £I,.ad 'waro .!lOt re-

pl.seed s.fte'!' 'be1.r:gre:pa1red... It is 1At1me.toe. that meters 

were w1lft:tlly 1Aj~ed. :iJofe.c.dMt ee!l gtr.e.rd' 1 teolot' aga1..o.a~ 

w1L..~ iAjt:r1ee by e~$bl1sb.1.c.g e.' :rulo rOqu1r1.ag o.o.tlsUmers. 

to pa.y !or 1.c.j;t:.r1es caused. bY' th.em,. or bAve water 3ervioe 

c::ut ott. 

OR1)ER .- ............. -

~~11e he.e.r1.c.g bav1~. bee.o. held 1~ tho 

~bove entitled c::.a.ee, oral e.nd doeumo.c.te.%7 te3t1m~ hav1.ag 

boo.:: l're3e.ated 't)y the part1o:s, the mat~er .b.e.v1ag b.ec.c. sub-

mitted and being ~ow ready for decis1oA, 

=~ IS, HEREBY ORD::::?ED tblt within. s1xt..7 
j , , . ' ... . 

'SO 1 days: def'o.llds..o:.t 1..aS.tIlll SA e.dd1t10.c.a.l 2 1:leh pipe 

1.:::.dElpe.o.d.e.ntl~ cOMeeted. with its' t.e.ak' s.c.c:. le.1d ner()$'S the 
•••. ,;1. 

:-ailroad. track3- co.c.a.oet1.c.g w1tb. 1te mn.1A 1.a. ~r Street ~.t ~ 

pout ~s1to lot 30, ,bloek, 15; ani tbt tb.st portio.o. of 
" W 

its wa1.a. 1.CI. MStreet b~t":1e¢.o. . tho pOi.c.t J..e.3.t :f.!li:tc~ted.' Solld 

- z -



the northwesterly 1iDe o~ ~th Str.oet to be repl~ed by a 

2 !.::.eh ma.in; and that Wit:h1n 'ninety (90.) de.ys.de:fend.ant 
complete the ~eter1Dg of its systec. 

Dated at San .Ft8.nc1sco,. Cal1forr:.i&,.. this 

d~y of Y~rch. 1919. 
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