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AZRICAN COLONY cwu AND
IR.RIGATIOII COEQAuY.et 8le,

Complaina.nts, S
Ve Rl Casoe No. 1230,

| FRESNO CANAL KD mm
CORRORATION, . -

' De:fend.a:o.t.
M. XK, Zarris for complainants.

Shor“ & Sutherland, by W.A. Suthorland,
. Loxr ae...ondant. - )

$Y T COMMTSSION.

OPIXKION.

The complaint herein alleges, among othor matters,
that during tho irrigation sesson of 1917 snd watil é..fte:r" the
Liling of <he complaint on May 8, 1918, defendant refuseﬁ to
deliver. %o the co::iple.imm‘c" herein the amount of watér tvo“ waich
thoy were entitled; that .dofendant discontinue& all of its 191'7
irrigation deliveries on August 8%b, although 1': bad water
avellable after that d.a.te, e,nd. the.t it gervice ha... been inade-
guate and 1rregula.r. The answor admi*s that other water wsers

nave, at times, taiken more than their shg;c' c/;; w.nter ot oz

| e.efend.ant's cenel ( tmzs do-oriving comnlaiﬁi:'a.;‘l:/ﬁ- of %nZE} :bortion) ’
but alleges that de:fendant has taken stepc to remod:y,

: concnt oz | |

4 public hoaring in this proceeding was hold in
Bakersfiold oxn. February 28, 1919, bo*ore Examinor Bancroft.

Trom the evidence herein :!.t appea:cs that. the com-‘
plainant.,, comnm.s.z.ne some 38 faruers i.n Fresno County, owning

a total of over 2000 acre.,, obtaln thoir water from the det‘end-
le




ant at a8 point locally known as the Walnmi Avenue Eeadgate,-from;
which point it is conductoed through the system ¥4 Amertcan Canal
and Irrigetion Gomoany, Py mutual itch company ownod by thoe
other coxplainents; that durﬂng the irrigatipn season of 1917
defendant'tailea”té'ﬁurnish complainantsfwithtthe amount o2

water called Zfor by‘their'contractS‘and that tho'water'which*was

furnished was delivored with roprehensiblo irrqgnlarity,‘aﬁd'
often without proper motice to complainants,'wﬁich ffequontiy
rosulted in their not being abtle to make PTOpOr WSO of the
water when'théyﬂdid x0c0ivo 1t. The evidence slso shows that
onerreaeon‘ﬁhy the delivery of the'watgr wes inadéQuaté axnd
unéertain was that the,portiop of defendant's'cénai oxtonding
above said Walnut Avenue Headgate for a disténce:of‘abdut Lour
miles was not at thet time pronerly cared foi oxr controlied v
de’endant, in that no ditcn tender vroverly lookod after said
-portion of the omnal, and tnat ouher parvies along the line

of 3aid caxal took from it a much greater amount of wator than
they wore enti*lea to.‘ During tne yea_ 1916, defendant employh
ol complainants’ gitch tendor to look after this. portion of
thé'bahal and the-rgsults,were apparently_entirely satisfactory
to complainants; It slso appears s that sinco tho *iiing'of

thio complaint, on xay 8, 1918, defeadant 8 oervice ‘has beon,

on the whole, sati actory, wh;ch may or may not have been dune
to tne in°t£tution oz tnx nrocuoding. One fact should be
noted, howevor, whicn is that defendant has evtdblished a :
rotation system of deliv@ry from ﬁhe Jalnut"mwenue gata up to .
the intake. by which the water uoors recoive their allotted
amount Qf wator twice a month 1nstead of dally, whicahhas pre;
ventod wator users elong thié”portién of the ditch “*oﬁ'taking‘
water to vhich they are nmot catitled. ths has also resulted

in a diat;nct saving of water to tne company.




'A.nublic hearing having been hold in tho above cntitled )
p*ocaedinb ‘and thé matter haviog bcc& submitted and being now
roady Lor decizion,

IT.IS EERERY ORD“QDD that FRESNO CAKLL ARD LAFD COR-
'EonATIaushall hereafter always give to the complainants heroin
st least ’ive &ayv’ notice of a0y change or irrcgularity in fhe
aelivery of water to said compla_nantu. unlo*s Guch irregularity
re°ults Lrom cau°e° waich conld xot have beon *oresecn Iive
days in- advanco, in whicn caseo do*encant wnall give compla_np
ant° a° munek notice as pos ible. ,

X7 IS ?U?EEER ORDERED th&t dofendant continue iz
force 1ts present rotation system of delivery ard take suck
steps as may in tke future bc necessary to in ure complainants
roceiving thelr Just nroportion o2 tho water turned into the

canal above the Walnui Avenue Hosdgate.

| Dated at San Frameisco, Califomia, this ~4Kdey
of March, 1919. | | ' |

Commi zsioners.




