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Lpplicetion of San ZBexnsrdine lMountain
Luto Line to increase passonger feres
and freight retes beitweon Sar Bornardino
and Forest Home, Big Bear Velloy., Little
Sear Valley, Soven Osks and intermediste

)

) .

g spplicetion No.4379.
)
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Byroz Tatexs. for ipplicent.

2Y 0EZ COMMISSION:

~

. In this application the. San Bernardino dountain Auto Liné“‘
epplics uwndor Rule No. 11 of thie Commission’s Genersl 6r&er,ﬁo. 513;
Loxr antaority to makze certain changes;in its;passenger axnd eriéht"v
rates, zost of walch will result in imcresses. \

‘Applicanﬁ operates an sutomoblile stage lino, for thek
trangpoxrtation o ndssengers_and Lreight, botween Sax 3ernérdi@o

and Forest Zome, 3ig Bear Velley, Little Zeax Velley, Soven Oais

Dat
o

and intermedizte POintS over what 1S lmown as the Rin of tho Torld
Drive, covering s distance of syproximately one‘hun&red miles.ﬂ

It 43 proposed to incresse vassenger feres 4o a baaiq of
spproximately 10 comts por mile end to ircreaso tie froight rafes
on non-perisheble commodities by 25 cokts mer 100 POWRES, oxCoPt to
Forest Zome, to whichrpbtntlthe increase'will bo 15 ceomts per 100
poﬁn&s; 4t the seme time itlis proposed to roduce the froigﬁﬁ
rates on porishsble commodities by 25 cenmts por 100 pomads.  The

T most Important changes ir passenger £aros will bo made 4in the




round trip from San Bermaordinoe to Forest Eome, which will e
ingressed from $3.00 to $3.50 and to Boar Valley from £7.25 to
- $10.00.

A public heé&ing wat held at Los Angeles on April 15th,
1919 before Exeminer Handford and although notice was given o the
goneral public through sdvertisement in the Sen Bernerdimo sud
Redlands nowspepers and individusl advices meiled to patrons and +o
interested City Officisls, no one aypesred in opppsition~to the
applicatio;. |

The General ileneger of the zuto lino gave testimony in
swopoxrt of the application and introduced an exhibit showing
epplicant’s sosets ag of Merch 31, 1919 to be 438 ,550.78. 02
this amampt $34,077.9% ropresented the wvaluo of‘autcmobiles.
office Lixtures, resl estete. supplles, eote. dévoted'excltsivoly
to the sutomobile common carrier business. Financlel Statomente
were olsSo preseﬁzed giving thé oporating income anld exponses Lor the
yoars 1916-17-18. In 1916 the total Lincome wae 550,333.95; in
1917 $;59.233.84 and in 1918 $70,570.49, while the exponses in 1916
were $38,613.12; in 1917 $54,213.80 and in 1918 $73,889.43, showing
an incrosse in the income in 1918 over 1916 of 40 por cont and sm
incresse in exyenses during iwwrxx the came periqa of time Qf
91 vexr cent. In 1916 owereting 6xpenSas wore 61 por cont oF tize
income; im 1917. 91 per cent and in 1918, 105 per éont. The yoor
1916 procduced & substantisl profit, but nothiﬁg was éharged 022 for

depreciation snd the goéd showing was further augmente&‘by reason

of tke cutomodile oguipment Deing mew and reguirimg but little

meintensnca. In tahe yoaxr 1917 the income was slightly in excess
0f the oxpense, whilo in the yoar 1918 there was a loss of $3,318.94.

Ebwever;.in_this latter year spplicant cet aside a deprociation
£und .

It i3 also to Do noted that the total expenso per car
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wile incressed from .3031 in 1916 to .5245 in 1918. The letier
figure includes &eprebidtion and, therefore, i& not a fair com-
parison with the yesr 1916, when no depreciation was charged.
Uader the now federal law, applicant must pay an annual
tax of from $20.00 to $50.00 éer automob1le.'dependent upon tho,
sizeo of tko machine, amd o S per cent tax on automobile tires;
these taxes, wivth other estimated additional costs will Increase
exponses for the yoar 1919 over 1918 Irom $1500.00-£o $2000.00.
The troflic handled by applicant, both pasconger sxd
freight, consists principally in taking care of vacationists axnd
touricts, ﬁhe geason opénins aoout Mby Ast and\being vracticelly
over bofore the end of the year; traffic is heeviest during the
months o2 July; Aogust ond September, whon avout 50 wmer cent of
tae total is haﬁdled. Rre tostimony further refers to the fact
thet the line does not pay tho actuwal operating oxponses during
the nonths of Cctober, November and Deceomber. The tofritory
zhrotgh which those stages move is mouwntainouns f£or s greater pert
of the distamee. thoXxe: being many cteep grades and sharp curvos,
with Tho Swmit et en elevetion of 8150 feet; it it, therefoxe.

clained wTrat thoe sutonmobiles in thls service will have doen ren-

dered practically wesoloss for momntain work in from Live t¢ seven

yoars.  Lpplicant ig now setting aside o &oprociation fund of

20 pexr cont, wihich does not appoar excessive under the corditionz
existing in the territory traversod.

| It is expected that tho year 1919 will offer a larger
volumo oX business than #as nardloed in yprevious years snd it IS
the intention of epplicant if tho increascs ore awthorized 1o
secu&e sdditionel cars and othervequipment in oraef 10 ronder
prompt cxnd ssgtisfactory service.

. . e
There waes some erliticien of delays and vhe manxer .




in which tho Zreight was handled in 1918, but ta1c vas due %o,
wer conditions, IV oeiﬁgrdiff eult t0 securo cavizfactory &rAvorw,
othor emnloyecs and materisls. Qhils condition. nowover, will be
overcome in the future, a8 men end Supplies ore now more easily
obteinable. |
Qho fares provosed are vractically those in offect in
the year 1916. In 1917 tho mancgement, wnder the impression thet
lowor rates would stimulate trefflic, mode roduetions to <he
presont besis. dui the rapidly increasing opersting costs have
more than offLset the incresases in rovenuwe, and it is"cloarly
proven from the resulis odtainmed that the company carnot rondoer
2 . proper and setisfactory service under these roducod rates.
Loperently, the patroms of thds line conceded the
roasonablonoss of tho roqpost'to restorootho rates In offoct
during the year 1916, otherwise there would nave beoxn cone
opposition t0 the spplicstion, £Oor &t 2oretofore gtated, indiv-
idual notices were mailed direct to all inzorostod'pgxtios.

Tho owrers of this vroperty neve had mo dividends and

whatever Profits have resulted from operations in tho vest have:

p0en GeToted to the vettormont of the serxvice.

B*ter giving careful consideration to all of tho
cestimony apd ovidente imtroduced in thiz proceeding, we ere of
te -ovinior and £ind vh&u the present Tates are non-compenuaoory
and unreasonable and that o suflicient unoming het been mado to

Justify the granting of the application.

CEDE

The San Bernmardino iountein Auto Iine havingfopplie&

to the Rallroad Commission £or an order authorizing the incroasing
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of Lit3 possengoer feres and Lroight rateé, & public hearing having'
been held and the Commission, being fully apprised in the premises.
horeby Jinds g a fact that the pscsongor ’aro~ sxd freight rates at
vresent in effect are non-compensatory and unreasonable and that
the feroc ond rates set Lorth in tho exnibitsat tached to the applic-
stioxn amd as shown In tae nr0powed Zocel Eacsonger ¢ari££ J0.1=3,
C.2.8.%0. 5 and provosed Local Fre;gnt Q,riff No 1.3, c.ﬂ.c Yo.3,
‘ introduce& &t tho hearing a8 Zxhibit Wo.l, are Jjust end roa~onable.
I7 IS _gﬂﬂsy ORDERED that the Sen uernaraino Momnetin
Luto Lize ve ammnorizea to Tile with this COmmxusion.rithin twenty
(20) days fron date of this order teriffe cerrying the fares and
retes as set forth In the gpplication and 2s shown in proposed
vasuenser and freight tarifZs C.R.C C.No.5.

Dated at San Frenmcicseo,California, %
, 1919.
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At st

commisziorners.




