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R. S. rAsson :tor Coml>lc.1na.nt. 
G1b~on, Dumlo &; Crutcher 'by S.l!. 

I:Is.ekine ::: or :Oo::!endJ).nt~ .. 

ERUnDIGE, Commissioner. 

OPINIO~ .... --~ .... -~ .... 

Co:mpla~cn t, N ceal es Gas &; Electric ComJitlollY,' . 

here~~ter dos~gnated ae ~~e El&ctric Co~~~, re~ueste 

that Tho nee~es Icc Com,~ be enjoined from ~in~1n-

1%:.g :polez end Vlires in the town of Nooe.leo for the G.iatti:

but10n and eale of electrici~; ~rom 'dietr1but1ng an~ 

colling electric energy to the ~~ Water, Ico& 
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Light Oom!,$.~ or e:tJ'3' 1:clls.bi tents 1n the tovm. of lVeed.leo~ 

and. for eueh oth.er :relie~ in the :premises s.:= mAy 'be just 

and e~it.~ble • 

. Co~ls1l:l&lt allegps in effect tbA t 1 t opera. tee 

electric and. sas ;production and. d.istribution systems 1n . 

the City of N.~Odlos; tbAt it is the only e,om~f).rq ongagod 

in the d.1ztrib'O.t1on o~ elec~rici"t7 :ror 11ght~' hea.t ~d 

~owor 1n ioedles; that ~Ae Needles Ice Com~, here4~ter 

desigtJAted :;t.s .Noodles Ice Com~, has 1ngtalle<1.~ 1n its 

l1le.nt machinery tor gcner~ting electric ono::£!:!, has 1n

e~lled ~ line o~ polee and Wires extending across eeve~l 

streets in the Cit7 o~ Noedles s. dist~nce of a~pr~tet7 

3600 teot to the plant of the ~~ Wo.tor, Ice & Ligat 
. . 

Com~. hereaftor dezignsted ~~ ~he Water Com~~, ~nd1s 

contempla.ting selling electricity to so.id motor comyax:z;r 

Without obtaining a certific$.l.te of :public convomence' ~nd.: 

nece3si~ tor t:Uch tl.cts. ~t further alleges thit 'Cnleo-s l 

d.efend.s.nt is restrained 'bY' order of .the COlXlmias1oXl. 1 t W1.11 

1mmed,1$.tely enge.ge ill the 'bus-inoe:; o~ oell1n~ ~uch oJD:c';' 

tric1~, thus rezulting in du~lication and competition. 

Cotl.~lail:la.nt furtnor 0.1le500 tMt it Mil been e.t 8.l1 time::! 

read.yend willing to aU:9P17 :power to ~lie lla.ter Com~~ to 

meet all its requirements; t~J1lt :public convenience e.nd. 

necessity do not juet~ defen~t engaging tn the oua1-

ness of distributing. and selling electric energy in 

NeecD..os. 

Dofcndo.nt, ~b.e Neetilo3 Ice Coml'~, in 11;s .e.Xl-

owor, d.enies 13.11 the matens.l .a.llega.~ionz of' tile' com

p~int and alleges t~t the electrio gonorating ~~t ana 
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transmission l1no referrod to by com~la~t wore con

etructod and. !'Sid !or ~ o.nd. are now owned. b,." tho ~hy 

Wator, Iee & Light Com~~. which wcter ut11it,y fur.ni~

os water in tho to\~ of Needles. 

At the hearing 1n this matter it was stiliule:te,d 

the. t u,'t.'lJ."31lly Via tor,. Ice, & !Aigh t Com,a.IlY' bo cOllsid.ered a· ,Co-

e.e:!endo.nt wi tl:. lioedie$ Ice Coml'~ 1n the proceeding. 

Needles Gas & Electric Com~o:pera.te::: an elec

tric generating plant ~d d.1etribut1on eyste.m~ the C1t,y 

of Needlee and. supplies eleetricit.1 !or light. ho~t and 
, , 

:power in said. City for general ~ub11c use. It .0.1:30 o;p-

erates ~ gns gene~t1ng :plant and distributing aystem 

an~ a tele:phono' eys~om serving tho Cit,1 of Needles and 

i ts ~b1 ta:c.ts.' The eloctric plant bAs generator ea-, 

~ci ty o,t a.p:Pl"oxima.tely ,300 kilowatts in three un1 te. 

~he load. ce.rried is mostly ligAting and 3l:U.lllpowel". 

The ma.:d.:m.um de:::and: re~ires twO' of 'the Coml's.J:IY'a ttI11ts 

operating on peak load. d.ur~g ~~ter. 
'. Noe,dles Ice, Com~ owns ruld. o:peretes an ice 

plant in the City of Needles tor tho su;p;plY1ng of ice 

for re~igeret1on o£ eare and, ~or sale in the City of 

Needles. It h$s installed in its ieo ~lant a 500 horee-

yower De1sol engine tor oyerating 1tzico making ~oh1n

ory, end a 120 horseyower DeiS01" engine olectric 1m.it . 

for the o~erat1on o~ el~ctric oqU1~mont in the ice :plant 

and. to ptIm:p v.ater tor ss,id. :plant. 

14"'C.rJ:l'hy Water, lee 8: Light Com:ps~ ie ,8. wa.ter 

utility o~r~t1n8 a ~ter distributing sY3tem 3erv~g the 

town ot ~eodle5 and its ~bitantc. ~cedle$ Ice Com

;pa.IIY' und. L'\u':P~ Water, leo&: Light Com~ are o\lJX).ed and.' 
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contro1led,by the ~e interests. 

~~. to' the esr17 part o~ 1919 Th~ ~ater Comy~ 

,um,ed water for its distribution zyste= !rom welle 10-

c~tcd in tnonorthoast soction ot ~eedlee by ue6 o~ 

$te~ engine ~ump3. ~est1mo:c.y~ for the 

Water end IcaCompan1es is to tho' effect that~ duo to 

the co'ntinued. incre~s.e~ cost. o~ :D'O:!:l:piX1e b7, &to~~ .~O'. 

We-ter COl:l~ 1nstDolled 1n the :plant of the Neodles Ico 

Compa~ a 365 horse~ower Doisel engine ~~ e 320 kil~ 

"n8.tt electric generator togother 'Vith the., noeecsa.ry 

sw1tchbo~ra and. transformer eq,u1;pment. end. a. transmission 

line ex;e:.a.1:c.g frem t~o Icc "11orke ~long :private right of 

Wf).y e ome t:o.ree q'tW.:rtors of a. mila· to . tho :P'QJll1?ing :p~ant 

of The 'lator COtl~; that tho :;:to:3.Il :.9't1.m3ling ~ts tlot 

t::"o :P'llm:91:lg :plant wore ro:£)lo.o&3. by olectric motors D.:o.d. 

neW'p'tml:pa a.nd. tMt at the present t:lJ:le wo.tor SU:9Pl7 for 

the town of Nec~les1e :p~od b~ olectricity obtainoa 

from tho :pla.nt 1ll tho Needlo3 Ice COtl:pe.ny's ice :plant. 

~he inetall~t1on at tho :pumping :pl~t oon~12t3 ot ~Ar&e 
35 horee:90wer motors directly' cODneeted. to centri:tugs.J: 

~um~s. one ~ump being o~er~ted eontinno~sl1 with a ~oz

sible eecond one on ~eak loads and for f1re protection. 

The :t.nsta.lla. t1on, which co:st in tot.D.l. s.~ro:.:1-

:1ste17 $50.000, 113 est1r'...:ltsd by defendants' witncza to 

reeult in im~rovod wnter serVice ~d eeonom1. ~AO 

ecrc.i:,9ment wa.e 1nsto.lled.. in the Ice COtl~' $ :pla.nt to 

me.ke :.vaile.b~e economies bY' joint o:gero.tion vl1 tll tho 

ice plsnt maoh1ner.v, thU5 g1 villg mu~~l' ete.ndb~ service 

and ¢ho~~er ~bor costs. The line connecting tAo two 
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oVJlled by- the interests \-.:b.1ch control an d own both !rho . 

~ho l1ne 

crosso:;: th~ end o~ cortain stroe~s. 

not show vthether theee streets still co.nt1nuoto bo :pub-
, . 

11c thoroughfa.res or ho.ve been ll.ba.nd'~na:d and trans~e:rre4. 

to tho santa Fo EAilroa.d. as raoul t of !,J.:I,cing, an emba.llk-, 

mont ~croe$ tham. 

Thero is no evidence to ehow othor ~ th~t the 

~lant and tranzmiseion line wore inctallod. br ~by Wator. 

Ice &.: Irigllt Com~. no water utility, for the 0:liere.tion o~ 

its own ;pum;p1:lg ;pla.nt end jOint zornco With tho Ico Coc.-
. , 

Xeither Tho ~ater CO~:li~ nor Noedlos Ice Com~~ 

at this time D:;yl'S" to servo electricity' to. the :public nor 

he,'ve they held thomsel voe oute¢' to do.1n thG :P8.s:t" Dl'l.d~ 

there~ore. in tho,c~etruction and o,orstion of this 

:plo.nt ~nd line nei ther l!'Il:l:':pby We. tel:' • Ice & LigA t Cocipa.::ry 

nor Neodles Ice Co~~DY becomo electric utilities 3ubject 

to. the requirements of tho ?'J.blic Utili tioa Act, req1lir- ,.' 

ing 'au~ority ,0:: t::'e Railroad Co:mni33ion to COIllZ:truct 

~nd o:pe~te said ~l~nt and line. 
i 

:: I reeon:me:c.d t~t tho comJ:lla.:1nt be d.iemiseed. 

0, R D E :a, 
...- .......... -.-

Boodlos Gas & Electric Coml'~ hs.ving' filed. tl. 

complaint ~gainst ~he Neodles IceCom~~ ~s eet ~orth 
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• in tho o:p1n1on ,%"eood1ng, a. hee.l"1llg :bA ViIl.S boen hold.. , 

the matter submitte'd a.nd read.y :Cor decis1on, 

I~ IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above.entitl~ 

eom~latnt of Needles Gas & Electric Co~ be and the 

same 18 hereb7 dismissed. 

The foregoing Op1n1on end Order ere hereby a~ 

:Droved. D.nd ordered f1lod :;:':;: the O;p1n1011 and. ord.er of 

the ~llroad Commission of t~o State of ca11!orn1a. 

Dated. at Sc.n Francisco .. Cal i!o:rnia, 

this I If; ~ . day of May.. 1919. 

C.olllXll1 esioners •. 
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