
BEFOBE' ~~ RAILROAl> COlXCSSION OF ~EE S~ATE OF CAI,IFORNIA. 

In t2:e matter of the application of ) 
) 
) 
} 

the COID!TY OF FRESNO, in the state o:e 
Ca.li:fornis., for a permit to construct 
and maintain a. public highwa~ crossing 
over the right o:e waY' and tracks of the 
SOilthern ?ae1:f1e :R~1lroad Com;pt;.n~, on 
tho North line of Section 28, ~ow.nshi~ 
14 ·South, Range l8 East, FresllO count7, 

) App11ca~ion No., 4474. 
) 
) 
). 

Cali iorn1:1. • ' ) 
} 

Chr1$ J'o:ogensen, Chairman of the Board 
of SUpervisors, :eor Al);p11c8l'lt. 

F:,-aXlk ::6. Austin, J.ttorneY, for the 
United. states Railroad. Administration 

and. the Southern Pacific ColXt'pany. 

~IN, Commissioner. 

OPINION .............. ~ .... --
.... 

On A~r11 2, 1919, the Count~ of Fre3~o filed with tho Com-
, . 

mission sn application for ~erm1ssion to construct a erossi~ at grade 

ovor the tracks of the Southern :l?e.c1:f'ic P.a11rosdCompa~ on tho North 

line of Section 28, ~ownsh1p 14 South, Bnl:lgo 18 3o.st, Mt. :D1Il.blo :Base 

and. l\t~er1d.i!'.n, near Kerman. A public hear1:ag was held a.t Fresno on 
,. 

~.~ 14, 1919, at which a.ll interested parties were re~re$ente~. 

T~e cross1Dg in ,question is located· on tho county roa.d. Which 

l"WlS east to the ~o'l1.ll of Sa:oger. a.nd. we zt to Me4ere. Aveme. which ro.ns 

from Xerme.:::. north to Me.e.er~ and. south to Coalinga.. The noo.reet rail-

ro~o. grade cro,ssings on east and west roads ~a one e.Xld. one-half m1les 

north and three miles south of the ;pro;posed. cross1;rlg. There is s. 

private cro$s1l:lg with gates loeatod at the site of the crossing asked 
" . 

for, and. in order to obviate'the openiDg ana elosing of these ,gates by 
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I 



the ro.nchers livil:1g in this vicinity, the Co@ty des1re$ to open th1s 

cross~ng ~e a public croSSing en~ improve tho eount~ road on'ooth sides 

les.d1:lg up to it. ~e Southern .Pae1f1e Compa.:::lY'~ o:l!fered no Objection to 

the installation of the crossing, ~rov1a1ng that the County pay for the 

usual grad.i:cg, eattleguards, w1:ag fences and' etc. 

A. ~ield inspection shows tbat a lsrge rect8llgalsr grove of .. 1 

eucaly:ptus trees has been planted on the southwest corner'of the eros-

s1:lg, a.djacent to the railroa.d compa.ny's right of way. There are also· 
, . 

sGver~ Willow trees nnd some poplsr trees on the zouthe~:t eorner of 

the proposed cross1ng. Unless a portion of these treee are rezoved ' 

eo a.$ to open up t:b.e view on the southorly sid.e of the c:ross1l:lg,' So 

d.a.ngerous si'tus.t10n w1ll occur. ~o engineering depa.rtment of the 

Commission recommends that either these trees bo removed or an ~uto­
tlstie flagma.n be placed. at the erozsi:cg at the expense of tho a.pp11c&:lt. 

I rocc.cmend the following for of order: 

O:RDER - ~ -- -.-. 

com:~Y OF Y.RESNO hs,viIlg applied to the Commission for per-

mission to construct a croseing at grade over tho right of way and 

tr::.cks of tho Southam ?ac ~ic COl'lll'SonY on the North line of Section 

28, ~ownsh1:p 14 South • . P~a 18 Eest. lrt. 'Diablo Ease and: :Meridian,. 

near the To"Nl1 of Xerman. Count:v of ~Ule.re, Ste.te of Californis,e.e 
.. 

shown b:v the me.:p attached to ~he a.pplication; Co public hearing' ha.v1ng 

been held sud. the Commission having been ft:J.ly a.pprised .1n the premie:es; 

IT IS m:.~y ORDERED, ~t permission 'be and the some is 

hereby granted the COm=TY OF F.RESNO to construct So croes1%1g at grade 

over the right o~ way and. tracks .of the Southern Pacifie CO:npany on 

the North line of See t10n 28, Township 14 So"C.th~ Ra:o.ge 18 Etl.et. !t-t ~ 

Diablo Baee a.nd. Meridian, near the, T01tn 01' Z:erman~, County o:t:!res:o.o, •. 

state of C8.li.1'ornis, as .shown by the ma.p e.ttsehed. to, the application; 
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sai~ crossing to ~o constructed subject to the fOllowing ~on~t1ona, 

viz.: 
./ 

(1) ~he entire expense of eonotrue~illg tho eros~e1ng appliod 

With the neccssa.r.y eattleguarde. Vli%lg fences. etc." emll ~e borne 

by tho 8.pplics.nt. ~he expenee of the me.inteno.IlCc of tho crossixlg there-

after in good. and firet-cla.ss condition, for the safoand conve:c1ent usc 

of the' publiC. shall be borne b~ the app11can~. except that portion be-
• 

tween the roils and. two (2) :feet outSid.e thereof. \"'1h:tch shell 'be bor.:.o 

by tho eouthe~ Pacific Company. . 
(2} said. crossing ahall be constructed of a width not lees 

than tV/ont;;-four (24) feet .. w1th grades of' a.pproach not to exceed :f'o'tt:' 

(4) pcr cent; shall be l'l"otectedby eo suitablo cross:tng s1gn. o.nd. shall 

il:. overy wa.y be made safe for tho passage thoreover o'f ve,hicles and 

other road traffic. 
CZ) A portion of tho grove of eucalyptus trees on the 

southwest corner ~dthe :poplar and willow trees on the southeast COr-

ne:ro~ tho crossing shall be removed by the county so as to open up 

the view; or else. an s:tl:toma.tic flagma:c.s:b:lll be installed'at tho 

crossi;Qg ~t tho eXJ,:enso of t:'r.e 3.pp'1.iCa.:l,t. If it shE.a.l 'be n<3CGsoary 

foX' seoid automatic flagman to "00 installed, its :nairitenaIlCe therea.:£ter 
, . ' 

shall bo borna by tho Southern ?ac1fic Coc~any. 
(4) ~hG Cocmis31on'rezervec the right to mSk0 e~ch further 

orders relative to the location, construction, operation" maintenance 

and protoction of ea1.d. cross1ng a.s to it maY' seem, ,right ~ :proper,. 

and to rovoke ite per.m1ssion if. in its judg.oont,'the publie conveni-

ence and necessity demand such action. 

~:b.e forogoi~ O:s>inion $.nd Order, are hercibyo approved c.nd. 

ord.ered filed. as tho Opinion and. Order of the Rs.ilroe.d COm:n1£31on o~ 

the ~~ate of Calife=n1a. 
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j~~. Ds.tec':. a.t Sen Pre.neisco. Cali:!:o:rm3,. this ~;;:; d.ay of 

l!e.y. 1919. 

Com:n1se1onere. 
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