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:Decision No. ~ I .::;; 

BEFORE TRE RAILROAD C Omn:SSION 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN!A 

..... -. __ ... -

In the matter of the ap~lication of : 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COMPANY OF : 
CALIFORNIA for an order preliminary : 
to the issuance of a certificate that: 
'Public cOllvenience and necessity re- :. 
quire the exercise of rights and : 
privileges.under !ranctises to· be 
secured for the distribution of gas 
in the County of Ventura and in the 
City of Fillmore. 

A:pplication 
No. 4493 

Hunsaker. Britt & Edwards. by Leroy M. Edwards 
and. Robert ~!. Clarke, for applicant. 

Harry J. Hauer and William C.' Griffith, for 
Sants ~srbara Gas and Electric Company and 
Southern California Edison Com~~. 

~. P. 3utcher, for City of Santa Ear~3ra. 
E. F. Orr and Adol'Ph Zwirn, for City of Ven-

tura. 
J. A. Galvin, for City of Fillmore. 

LOVELAlm, :aaU1IDIGE, Commissioners: 

O:PINIOlV --------
Xb.1s lS an a.p-pllce:tlon by the Southern Counties 

G~s Compsny for an order ~re11minary to the i~suan¢e of 

certificates of ,uolic convenience and.necessity relative 



to the exercise of the righ~s of frsnchises for laying of 
. . 

mains ~nd the distribution of gas in the County of Ventura 

and in the City of Fillmore. .~ public heering was held at 

santa Earbsrs on A~ril 28th, 1919 ~d the matter'thereupon 

submitted. 

At the time of the he~ring Southern Counties ~as 

Company had 'pending before this Com~ission its applic~t1on 

to ~urchase the gas ~roperties of the Santa Barbara ~as 

end Eleotric Com~~ and the gss properties of the Southern 

California Edison Com~any in and about Ventura. which ~ur­

chase has been approved and authorized by this Commission 

in its Decision No. 6362 in Ap~lication No. 4440, dated, 

1~ 29. 1919. 
In oonnection with the transfer of the Ventura 

pro~erties. it was found thst no franchise had ever been 

granted by the County of Ventura to the predecessor com-

panies. whioh h~d opercted only under a ,ermit granted,by 

the ~oard of Supervisors. Southern Counties Gas Compsny 

thereu~on a~plied to the 30srd of Supervisors of Ventura 

County for the necessary franchise, co~y of said a~~lica­

tion and a map of the County of Ventura. sho~ng the ter-

ritorr which is to be covered by the ~ro~osed franchise, 

being filed ivith the sp~licution herein. A co~y of the 

notice of the ~roposed sale and gr~nt of said franohise 

by the Boa:d of Supervisors of the County of Ventura was 

also filed st the hearing in this proceeding. 

Up to the time of the hear1r.g said franchise bed 

not been granted, out subsequentlY on the 7th d~· of May, 

1919, the Board of Supervisors of Ventura County, .in com-

, 
2. 



pliance with the statutes of the State of California duly 

passed its Ord1nen~e ~o. 208, wherein and whereby Southern 

Counties ~as Comp~ny was granted a fr~chise for a ~r1od 

of thirty years to lay and maintain gss piyes and appurten-

ances in all "public h1ghw~s wi thin the lim! ts of the County 

of Ventura, and to distribute gas therei~, a co~y of which " 

ordinance has been duly filed With the Railroad Co~~ission. 

Thereafter on the 13th day of June, 1919, the 30ard of 

Directors of the Southern Counties Gas Coonany, b~" resolu-

tion duly stipulated thnt it, its su.ocessors and assigns, 

will never claim before the Railroad Co~~ission or any cou.rt, 

or other yublic bo~, a value for the rights and ~riVileges 

of the franchise eranted under said Ordinance No. 208 of the 

County of Ventura in excess of the actual cost to the said 

Southern Counties Gas Com1)any of acqUiring said franchise, . 
which cost is st8ted'in so.id sti-pulation to be the sum of 

$2,0;.00. This stipuJ.!ltion has been duly filed" with the 

Railro~d Commission and is in form satisfactory to this 

COlll!!lissicn. 

Southern Counties C"as Company further discloses 

its intention to su-pply gas in the City of .l!'illmore, ventura 

County, which locality has not in the past been supplied with 

gas, and in furtherance of this intention Southern Counties 

Gas Com~any a~~lied to the Board of Trustees of the City of 

Fillmore for the necessary frnnccise. , The notice of the 

o~ ~he C~ty o~ ~~~~more w~e ~~~od at the hear1ng here1n. 

So~thern Count1es Cas Coo~sny shows thst there is 

a demanQ for g~e service in the City of Fillmore, that the 
city 1$ of s~fic1ent size and the demand ~or gas serVice 

therein warrants the installntion of a gas distribution system. 
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~ to the time of the hearing. however, said fr~chise 

had not "been granted. by the ljoard. of ',CX'ustecs of' the City of' ~ill­

!!lore. "out subseq,uently on th.e 13th da.y of May. 1919, the ~osrd. of 

Trustees of the City of Fillmore in com~11ance with the st~tutes 
of the State of California. duly passed its Ord.inance No. 47 wherein 

and whereby Southern Counties Gas Company was granted a franchise 

for s. ~eriod of thirty years to ley and maintain gas pipe and ap-

purtenances in the public streets \nthin the limits of the City of 

Fillmore and to distribute gss therein. a copy of which o~d1nsnce 

has been duly filed with the ~ailX'oad Commission. Thereafter on 

the 13th day of June. 1919, the Boa.rd of Directors of the southern 

Counties ~as Company by resolution duly sti~ulated th~t it, its 

s~ccessors and assigns would never claim before the Railroad Com-

mission, or any court. or other ~ublic body, a value for the r~ghts 

and ~r1vileges of the f'r~nchise granted under said Ordinance No. 

47 of the City of ~illmore in excess of the actual cost to said 

Southern Counties Gas Com~any o~ acquiring said franchise, which 

cost is ::~t.9.ted. in said stipulation to be the sum o~ $240,,00. 

This sti~ulation has been duly filed \v1th the Railroad Commission 

and is in form satisfactory to the Commission. 
Although the ap~lication herein asks only for sn order 

prelimin~ to the issuance of certificates of publiC convenience 

and neces~ity. the franchises have now been duly granted and the 

required stipulations as to its claims for the values thereof h~ve 

been duly filed by Southern counties Gas Com~8ny. ~e shall there-

fore make the final order herein. . .. ~', 
We f'ind as 50 fact thn.t public conven.1ence and necessi t7 

require the exercise by Southern Counties GaS Company o! the rights 

and priVileges ot the fr~nchi~en gr~nted to it by Ordinance No. 

208 of the County of Ventura and by Ordinance No" 47 of the City 

of :'illmore. and suomi t the follov/1l1$ form of order: 



ORDER -- -_ ..... 

Southern Counties ~ss Com~any having applied to the 

Railro~d Commission for a certificate of ~uolic convenience and 
necessity for the exercise of the rights and ,rivileges under 

certa.in franchises of the County of ventura. a.nd the City of 

Fillmore; a. hea.ring hav.ing been held.; copies of said :franchises 

and stipulations sa to its cl~ims for the values thereof having 

been duly filed by the Southern Counties Gas Compa.ny in form 

satisf~ctory to tr~s CommiS2ion, 
Tho Railroad CO~~is2ion ot the State of California 

hereby decla.res thst public convenience and necessity reqUire 

and will require the ex~rcise by Southern Counties Gas Com~any 
of the rights and privileges of the frnnchisos granted to it by 

Ordinance No. 208 of the County of Ventura as passed and approved 

on y~ 7. 1919 oy the ~oard of Supervisors of sa.id County of 

Ventura, and by Ordinance No. 47 of the City of Pillmore as 

passed ana approved on May 13. 1919 by the Board of Trustees 

of $Cid City of Fillmore. 

~he foregoing Opinion and Ordsr is hereby a~proved 

and ordered filed ~s the Opinion and Order of the Rnilro.9.d Com-

mis8ion of the St~te of California. 

Dated $t San Francisco. C81itornie., this 
I y Ll1.- day of JulY" 1919. . 

~ .. 


