
Deoision No. 'J".2 , • 

In the matter of the relooation, re
construotion and safety ot the Rail
road crOSSing on ~ount Ve~non Avenue, 
near the City of Colton, San ~ernar
dinc County, California. 

Case No. 131Z. 

John t. ~ampbell, Deputy District Attorney. tor 
the CountY'of San Bernardino. 

If. O. Hart, Oi ty .Attorney, for the Cfty of Colton. 
F. B. Austin ana E. H. Miller for the United States 

Railroad Administration, Southern ~aci:fic Co~ 
J. R. hlcClymonds, for Pacific Fruit ~ress Company. 

By the Co~ssion. 

OPINION -- .... _ .... - ..... 

Xhis matter is the outgrowth of recommends:tions made 'by 

the engineering department of this CO,:mmission in Report No. 742 of 

the statew1de grade orossing survey oonduoted during the years 

1916 and 1917. In this report it was recommended that this cros-

Upon th~ Co~es1on's own motion. an ~nveBt1gat1on wue 

conQucted on ifune 10, 1919, before Examiner Encell at San Bernar

dinO. 

Poople living south of tho Santa J~ River use this 

croasing to go to Ool~on or S~n Bernardino. The former city osn 

just as conven1ently be reached over ~L" Street, but the direct 

route to the latter city is o~er Mt. Vernon Avenue. 

~n1s is an exceedingly dangerous orossing~ d~e to the 

fact that it is located at one end of the railroad company's yards. 



It crosses twenty-seven (27) track5~ of which ~h1rteen (l3) are owned 

by the Pacific ~~U1t Expre~e Compsny. Eight o! these thirteen trac~ 

are not continued west. of the street. ;~he crossing 1e protected by 

an automatic bell, which ringe continually_ 

It has been proposed that a new roa.d be constructed eaeter

l1 £ro~ tho intersection of "M" Street and ~t. Vernon Avenue to the 

RiverSide Water Compnny's cana.l; thence in a. northeasterly direction 

more or leee parallel with the ca~l for about six hu~dred (GOO) feet; 

thence northerly a.croes the two Southern ~ac1tic Company trac~ to a 

point e~t o£ UI" Street; thence west .9.S a continuation of "I" Street 
.. 

to the end of uI n ::)treet, as e hown on Ca.lifornia. Railroad Commies ion. 'a 

Exh,1bi t No. 1 here·in :filed June 10,1919. 

The evidence in this ca.se showe that the Southern ]a.c1f1c 

Company proposes to participate in the expense of this cha.nge~ pro

viding that the County is willing to provide the necesear.y right of 

way. ~h1e was agreod to by the County at the hear1ng. ~he coet of 

tte proposed change~ outeide o~ the cost of the right of wa.y, will 

probably ~ount to about five thousand (6,000) dollars. 

~ the exie'ing croe~1ng cute tbxough the railroad 7ards. 

its el1m1~tion ie very deSirable on the part of the Southern Pacific 

Com~. it eeeme reasohable to apportion the coet between the 

railroad company and tho county, as followe:-

County of San Eer~ar~ino to donate the necessary 
right of way deecr1bed above and the neceesary tencee; 
the Southern ?ac1t1c Comp~ to pay for grading, roll
ing. oiling and eand1ng the road and the neoeeeary 
culverte. etc. 

ORDER 
-~ ... - -

~he matter ot improving the cond1t1o~ surrounding the 

dangeroue grado croesing over twenty-eeven tracks of the Southern 

Pacific Company, and the l?sc1:f1c ~'ru1t Express Compa.n:v a.t l1t. Vernon 
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Avenue near the City of Colton, County of San BernardinO, State of 

California, having been considered by the Commission; a publ10 hear

ing having been held; and it appe~ring to the Commission thct the 

existing crossing Slould be abandoned and a new crossing constructed 

about thirteen hundred ,(1300) feet e~st on the new road to be laid 

out, as previously described and as Shown on the map filed on June 

lC~ 1919, as Railroad Comcission's Exhibit No.1; 

IT IS Hlj!'R~BY ORDERED, ~hat the existing crossing ov'er the 

tracks of the Southern Pacific Compa~ and the Pacific FrUit Express 

Company at Mt. Vernon ~venue near the City of Colton, County of San 

3erna.rdino, State ofOalifornis., be a.bandoned a.nd closed to public 

travel, and that fences'be erected across said crossing as near the 

north line of ~" Street and the south line of "I" Street as is 

practical. in order to avoid. th's possibili'ty of vehicles. driving into 

a dead-end street. 

IT IS EtE:REBY FUR!:.E:ER ORDERED, ~a.t a.'n~w orossing a.t grade 

be constructed a.t a. point a.bout thirteen hundred feet c'ast of the 

crossing to be a.oand.oned., said. neVI crossing to be served by a road 

starting at~" Street and ~t. Vernon Avenue and en~1ng at the east 
, _ substa~t1allY 

ana of "In street, a.s prev10uzly described an!/as, sh.own OIl the :map 
, 

filed in this proceeding ~s Railroad Oommission's EXhibit No. 1~ 

said neW crossing and road to bo constructed subjeot to the following 

oonditions: 

(1) z.ne County of San Bernardino shall furnish the right 

of way for the ~GW road and shall fence same, if nocoesary. 

(2) ~e Southe~n ~acifio Company shall pay the cost of 

cons truoting the nsw oroas ing and the new ro~d to serve 1 t. The Sou

thern :?a.cific Comp9.ny shall also pay the cost of closing the crossing 

to be abandoned.. 
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(3)-Z-ne COmmission reserves tho right to make 

~oh further Drders ~elative to the location, const~et1on, 

operation, maintenanoe and protection of said orossing as . 

to it may seem right and proper, and to revoke its permis-

2ion 1£, in its. judgment, the publi0 ocnvenienoe and neees-

s1ty demand such action. 

Of July, 1919. 

/"
Dated. at San ?ranoisoo, California, this .f I day 

COmmissioners. 

4. ,~."" 
'! ..• ~.;,: ... 


