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Decision No. (15;f7éf

BEFORE THE RATIRCAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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In the matter of the apnlication
of YRS. J. S. EAMILOON (Owmer of
the Invermess Water Works) Tor sn
order increasing rates.

)
)
| Application No. 4652,
)

-

“hickering & Gregory by W. C. Pox, for
applicant.

Almeric Coxhead in propria personsa and
for cortain consuwmers.

BY THE COMMISSION:

Mrs. J. S. Hamilton, operating & water system
supplying domestic water in énd about Inverness. Marin County,
spprlies for sn order authorizing an increase in rates.

3 public hearing upon the apélication was held
by Examiner Wostover at Inverness. |

The system in question was installed twenty
years or more ago by Mrs. Hamiltor to furnish water to s N0 L=
tion of the townéite of Invermness, subdivided by her from &
part of her large ranch. The water system was sold by her sbout
.1906 and agaln acquired by her in 1913. A lerge vart of the
nive system was renewed ang enlarged when she took it back as

the system had been neglected. Some of the complaints of service




'hereafter :eféired to relate to the period when Mrs.

Hamilton was not operating the system.

All of the water is producéd by gravity,
belng diverted from two small stresms om the ramek md con-
voyed through 6925 feet of 3™, 4™ and 6" transmission mains
¥o redwood storage tanis, with & total capacity of 32,000
gallons. The water is distriduted through 18,040 feet of standard

pipe and steel . _
scfow/basing, meinly 27 and 47, to 1lé service comnections.
There are 94'consumers of whom 33 are permsment residents,
end the remeinder summer visitors, or those who make oc-
casional week-end visits to.Inverness.
Applicent has not kept systematic ac-

counts showing the cost_and operation of the system and it
hes proven impossible for her to segregate the items from her
books showing ranck accounts. It is necessary, therefore,
to depend entirely upon estimstes. Her counsel annovnced
at the hearing that the estimates of cost of st:uéiﬁgegfoperation -
prepared by the Commission's engineers were s$o0 nearly those
0% an engineer employed by appliéant. that they would adopt

the figures of our engireers and therefore offer no engineer-

ing testimony.

Applicant’s counsel, however, urges  that

%1050 be acded to the amprsisal, as the value of about 21
acres of real estate used and usefwl for rrotecting the
sources of water supply. This growmd lies in the two ateep

canyons sbove the springs but has not been Temced or set.

spect fox weter wee: Ihe WRNLIED GIC Qrtected Ty saddll

on the ranch by heavy brush on the slopes and apparently Ado

00t need other protection at this time nor need lanad bve.
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gegregated foxr this purnose. The areas roforred to wore
zot shown to Do used ard useful at This time.

Mr. Z. 4. Nodvle, one of tho Commission’s
a?si°t°n+ hydraulic engineecrs, vrovarod and submitté& in
ovidence an ostimate. of reproduction cost. g@w Walgg?gsgregates
$11,207, teced on average umit prices prevailing for five years
orioxr to 1L9l7. Eec computes thae snnuity nécessary to ¢cover
deprociation ot $225.45 per year, and cost of maintenance and
overation et $950 pexr yoor.

The snnusl charges walch should be produced

by rates are thereforc as follows:

Yeintonance and operation, including legal and
englneoring fOCo t.o-...ooott--o.-ot-----.--..hl}?gSOQ
DC"D""CC"&viOD. Sess ssssesrater StasbsBesEcsnssnre 2&;5-
¢.e*urn On an'Ou'Lmenv sSe deaessssareteVLLDasssnTeal 785.
Totol aNnUsl CHSLZOS cescascese PLIG0a

The gross income £or 1916, based on 113
services at $12 and one hotel at $80, totzled $l4lb.

Thae rates found in the order it is estimated
will produce sufficiont revénu@ o cover the above annuai
¢harges.

Consumers ctvending the hesring cxpressed the
general sontimont that there would be no objection to &
reasonavle incresse in rates, vrovided they roecoived high
clase sorvice. LS we have soid bofore, the Commission will
reguire such service in ell instanceS. The utility should
nave a rate sufficient fo feirly compensate for such servico,
if +the rosulting rate Ls roasonable. A majority of the
consumers some time ago joined in oxecuting o document 2¢-
guiescing in an inercase o $15.00 in the presont annusl charse

of $12.00.




Considerable complaint developed 2t the hesring

&8 10 serveice, particulsrly during the period of ubnormal
aver shortage in 1918. The testimony shows that during

the 1918 cseason the storage tanks werc frogquently dreained by
hoavy consumpti;n during the night,.and that consumers on hish-
oexr levels would be without wayer for relatively shor% vexriods
during the morning snd evening hours of heaviest &raft, when
wator i most needed for domestic ﬁse and irrigaetion of lawms
end gerdens. The draining of the storasge tanks during the
night Suggesvs carelessness or waste on the paxt of some con-
suaers iﬁ,leaving foucets open.

service this season appesrs e be gonerally satis-
factory with sufficient weter doveloped to meet the present
needs of the community, if properly conserved and distribﬁted.
Wo are advised that since'tho hearing applicent has volun~ |
torily instelled an od&ditional storege tank of 10,000 gallons
cepscity on 8 high level, thoreby assuring an adeguete supply
ané cervice to the consumers in thet zone, one of waom complained

&t the hearing.

70 guard aguinst o mossible future shortaze, appli-

cent proposes to bulld o trail in whet 13 lmown as the "Second
Velley™ on her ranch to bring in an additiorsl Supoly frqm the
creek flowing therein. Thigs treil would afford s place for
laying pive if thic becomes necessary, but che d00s not wish

t0 divert the water nor lay the pipe wntil 2dditioral water is
nesded, and it sppeers from the testimeny thet thohpresent
situetion does not Justify this sdditional investment, which
would result in an increuse in thé rate base upon which present

consuers shouwld pay & return in ratos.




Mrs. Je S. Eemilton having ovplied to the Railroed
Commizeion for authority to increcase rates to be crerged Lfor
the gervice of domestic water in end sbout Invernees, Mardin
County, and a public hearing heving been held thereon and
the Commission boeinyg fully advisoed,

THE RALILROAD COIZIISSIQN HEREBY FINDS AS 4 FACT that
he present rates charged by irz. J. S. Familton, doing dusi-~
ne3s under the name oFf Imverness VWoter Works, are uwnreasonable
and non=-compernsatory, but that tho rates hereinafter i this
order set fortk are Jjuct and reasonable rates, and dasing its
order upoy- caid finding of fact and upon the findings of fact

conteined in the opinion preceding thiz order;

I7 IS HURE3Y ORDERED that Mrs. J. S. Hamiltenm,
doing dusinese wnder tho fictitlious name of Inverness iWater
Works, be ond she ig hereby authorized to file, within twenty
(20) doys from date smd to cherge and collect the following

schedule of retes to avply to oll service after September 1, 1919.

WA ) TAY il Weaal
AETSRED RATE

Minimum snaual chorge, wayeble in advance, for walck
consuzer will be entitled to 600 cubie feot euch
moxth of the year covered by the payment . . . « . . o« 15.00

ZIxcoss water used, veyabdble monthly, rer 100 cu.ft. . . «25

ID IS HEREZY FRUTHER ORDERZID that applicent, within
twenty (20) deys, prevere oné file with the Commicssion for sccep=-
tance, to become effective when anyroved, rules and regulations
Soverning sorvice on her system; this schedule to include a rule

under wnich meters mey be instelled =t the option of sapplicent or

say aonguner, end @ rule 1initing the howrs furing which weter

may bo ucod for irwigation.




IT IS HEREBY FPURTHER ORDERID +that applicent
render high c¢lass service of sufficient water under adequate

PrESSUYC.

/¢ &
“od ¢t Sen Francisce, California, this —

day of August, 1919,




