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In the matter of the cpnlication :
of CORTT MNADTRA WATTR CCQIPANY to Apprlication No. 4401.
increese rates.

207N O CORTE MADERA,
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Mo. 1l3C9..

Complainunt,

VSe

P . WILEQY, Coing business under
‘the Iirm neme sud style of Corte
Wadera Water Compeany, Doherty Com=
reny, & ¢orporation, snd Drodoury
Zstate Investment Couwpany,
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Defendonts.

omn J. Mazza for conplainant.

Te Ae wilson in propris persona.
Fe L. Dokorty.for Doherty Company.
oodfellow, Bels, Moore & QOrrick, by
- C. Goodell, for Mary M. Bradbury.

3Y THET COrMMISS ION:

Toe complaint alleges that defendant T. A.
Tilson, doing dusinest under the name and siyle of Corte

Yuders Teter Compsny, is now and long has been ororating a

pudlic utility weter distributiaog system, fursishing water
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for Gomestic uses within the vown of Corte XNaders, Marin
County; that cacn of derendante own an interest in the sys-
tem, the nature end oxtent of whickh interest 1s unknown

to tho comnluinant; thot tze tanks ore drolen and dilap;-
dated, by reason of which i1t will be imvossible during the
summer months fto furnish water; that when the springs now
fuynishing wafer vecome dry defendants ILntend ©o take
vaser from wells in the Town of larksypur, which'during the
dry season from Mey to Jovember are polluted, uwnsanitary
end not I or domestic use; that the system 1la connected
with the 18 dnch mains of MNerin Municipal Waeter Distriev,
sassing through tre Town of Corte lMederas; that its water is
wholesome und sufficient in quentity: thet the neglect snd
lack of repair'complainea of is due to ;onflicting in-
terests of the respectlve dwners, and & lack of agreement

between taoem as Lo tho provortions in which the obligation

to serve the nublic should be borne. The prayer 1s that

the Commission determine which of defendants is chargesble
wiﬁh the duty of furnishing water; <heat Lt order the sysw
ter repaired ond put in coxndition to furnish a suflicient
supply of wholesome water, and that it grant genersl re-
Lef.

The snswer of ilary M. Braddbury alleges that
defendant, the Bradbury Zetate Investment Company, was for-
merly & corporsatlion, but was dissolved by decree of the
Superior Court Decemver 20, 1917; +that on April 24, 1917
it sold to " E. Do Donerty all of its interest in the
water system situated in the townes of Larkspur wad Corte

Madera, exceot the pipes and oguipment on the »roperty




occupied by Mrs. Bradoury in Corte lladera &s her residence;
on August 1, 1910 said estate executed a leace of
.6 system to defendant Wilsop and thet tho estate has not
ed said system at any vime since said Jugust 1, 1910,
The preayer 1s that the complaint be dismissed as to Bradbury
Zstate Iuvegtment Comvany. 4t the hearins.a motion 1o the

gsame effect was sumitited with the case. No answer way Filed

by defondente Tilson or Doherty Compsny, but at the hearing

they practically sdmitied the allegations of the complaint..
“he gpplifation %0 Increase rates alleges

voet because of Lacrecased cost of 1aboi, muverials, powor
gnd waier purchased from Marin Munlcipal Distriét, sppli-
cant’s revenue is insufficient to provide naintensnce, op-
erevion gnd depreclstion casrges wpon the system which
consiste of about five miles of mains, varying from 3/4
iach Vo 4 inches in dismeter, snd supplylng sbout 85 ser-
vices.

A public nearing in both proceedings was
aeld before Zxemiver Testover at Sen Francisco, et whnich
by stirulation both maiters were consolidated £o§ Leavring
and decisioh.

Most of the services iz question are 1lo-
cated in vhat is known ag lorte ladera Woods, & subdlvision
nlaced ox nmerket in 1911 by E. L. Doherty, who inst&lled
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nipes and services av hils own exponse &8 part of the Ilmprove-
ment of the subdivision. He &i4 not directly onorate the
system, butl arrangsed orally with Mr, Wilsom to supply water

t0 murchasers of lots in his subdivision and collect rates.




He hzs overuted the system ever since, excent
thay it wes opersteld by the town for three months expiring
September 20, 1918. Both Wilson and Dohoerty have made
improvenonts and sdditions to tha systenm.

The Bredbury system, as glleged. in Mrs. Brage
‘bury’s amswer, was Lessed to Mr. Wilson Luguwst L, 15810: tifle
is at the present time in Mery M. Bradbury?! neither she nor
ner husbend durihg hig lifotime opersted the system after
august 1, 1910; but the pipe spstem, togethor with 1.8 ascres
of land on which ig loouted the woll complained of, is undor
contract of sale to Z. L. Doherty, dated April 24, 1917,
wadexr which Mr. Loherty rccoeived ané rotainsg posession of the
yronerty.

v appears from the tostimony and from the
admission of tho partles that the service at times has been
poor, particularly during the summer season when it ie most
neoled becuuse of choxtuge of water and large influx of
Summer visitors. There are times when some of the consumers
‘at tho higher elevations are entirely without water. Nhis
condition must be effectively corrected ot once.

The system involved in the present procecdings
lies to the westerly of +the Northwestern Pacific Rai Irosd,
& large portiom of it being upon abrup’: wooded hills and
Serving consumers at elevations ranging from nearly sea

level to about 900 feet sbove ses level. Tater dwng the

winter ic developed from springs and s tored in three 10,000

gellon woeod stave tanks at sn elevation of sbout 443 feot .
800ve see Tevel, Lrom which most of the system i1s served
by gravity; and from which water for the remainder of the.
system ic pumped to d'wpod stave tank at en elevation of

about 920 feet avove seé level.

- “he Marin District cerves in this torritory at

rresont by sravity only, snd its water csn bo suprllied by
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gravity only =t elevations 260 feet sbove see lovel and lowera
From this ﬁoint Marin water muct be punped to0 the tanks ot
shout 443 fect elovation, and from that »oint again pumped to
the tank at sbhout 920 feet elevation.

The fTestimony concerning the grouy o three tanks
shows that foundations of two of them are in very bad condi-
tion 30 that one is entirely out of service and the other will
nold only sbout two feet of water; and that the one on the .
Ligheat eleveatlon will hold dut little water becsuse the stoves
are ocadly shrunken through lack of Duwmping facilities to koep
the tank £illed. |

The pumn used to lifit water to the three tanks
is 11 sueh & poor state of repair that it supplieé only s
gmoll part of its capacity. The parties sll agree that the
Zoundations for the tanks should 59 reconstructed and tho tanks
repaired, that the pumping capacity should Sa increased and

eleoctric ‘ :
that eutomatic/control should be inztalled o that the tank
will always be kevt £illed. It‘wss estinated that these instal-
lations and reveirs would cost esbout $800 to $1000.

These. improvenrents have not beon made ke retofore
because the mriics wore wncortaln as to who was responsible
~or them, anéd lack of means to pay for theme The order herein
Provides rates which will justify the necessary investment,
end upon which we snticimate thet the needed money therefor can
be procﬁred.‘ J

The Public Utilities Act by Sections 2 (w), 2 (x),
2 (bb), 13 =nd other sections, places the obligation to render
high cless scrvice opon owners 0f water systems as well as those
controlling, menaging snd oyersting theme.

If it ic¢ the desire of the parties thaet the public utility

property or mnerts thereof should be conveyed or leased, suitdbxy

aspplication for such authority should be made to the Commission
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tnder Section 51 of the Public Utilities Lct, which mstes
wnauthorized transfers void.

It was agreed at the wresent hearing by thé
partieslthat water would rot in the future be served from
the weils complained of, or eny wolls at Larkspur, but that
weter waich could not be sudplied by the springs would be
susslied from the meins of Marin Municinal Water District,
&8s demended by corsuwmers. In the syrring of 1919, the
retos of the Merin District were increased sbout 25 ver cent,
which complaint and comswners realize will incréase the
coet of watexr purchused by defendants and be reflected in
their rates.

The xrocent monthly rates which were estsbliched

by Decicion No. 4190 of lorek 19, 1917, (See Volume 12,

Opinions and Ordexrs of the Railroad Commission, page 704),
are approximately those which were in force by Mexrin Munic-
ipal Water Digtrict ot the time of the hearing in 1917, with
which all parties exucressed satisfaction at that time. Tho

ratae schedule is a3 follows:

Minimum menthly charge, including
280 cu.ft. O 1688 ¢ v ¢« 2 4 s o e o o »

For the mext 220 cu. feet per 100 cu.ft. .
Por the next 500 cu. feot mer 100 cu. £t. .

For =zmouwnts over 1000 cubic feet per
100 cubic Ta0ta o & v « o « o 2 » ¢ % =




The followlng tebuluation of the overating expendi-
ture cad income of the system is teken from the annusl

renorts filed with the Commission:

1915 1916 2917 1918 1919*
**Leaso 5272.00 $572.00 $219.00 $183.00 $180.00

Power 80.10 6644 ‘ 65.00
510.00 465.72

Water 2urchuaced 25.00 180.00_ , 500,00

Miscollansous 180.00 145.00 150.00 159.69 190,00

Superinteondont —— — -- 300.00 360.00

5557.10 §763.45 5879.00 $1108.41 $1295.00
Income 1529.15 1587.05 1747.75 £1158.40

*ostimatod **This item roported Ry Mr. Wilsom .as above
nas heretofore veen considered by tho

verties s rental of the system.

In 1919 expenditure is eostinsted and reypresents the

snnual chargos properly chergecble cgainst the present con-

sumers. The present cost of superintendence can be reduced by

installstion of sutomatic devices for the control of pumping'
macainery. The amount estimoted for this ivtem is based on

. such sn instellation. The Marin Muaicipel Weter District ine-
crease in rutes wiil increase expenditure for water purchaced
excopt for o Ffeow months durins the wintexr when spring water 1is

grailable. Allowance has been made £or the incressed use znd

cost.

The rates set out in the order sre estimated to
»eturn to applicents st least the annual charges estimeted
above, end core based upon the water use of 1918, s submitted
by epplicant. Zhey can only be. justified by excellont ser-

vice, which must be aseured beforo they become effectives




Public hearings Eéving been held in the above eun-
titled case =nd the metter having been sudmitted wnd now reedy
Tox decisibn,

CIM IS HENRBBY FOUND AS A FACT thet F. L. Wilson,Toherty
Company,'E. L. Donerty ond Mary M. Bradbuxy own, 2xd F. A.
Wilson operates The woter gystem av Corte Madera, Marin
Comnty, Imown ac Corte Madors Water Company.

3asing its ordexr wpon the'above finding of fact,
and upon &ll the firndings of fact contained in the opinion
rreceoding thls order,

I IS HEREBY ORDZRED TEAT P. 4. Wilson, Dokerty
Coxpany, 2. L. Doheriy end Mery M. Bradbury, owing and orerate
ing tho seld water system, within thirty days repeir cll thoir

ctorage tanks and Toundations thereof, incronse pumping capac~

1ty by revairing prescnt pumps or inmstalling sdditional or

substituted punping equipment, and install automatic electrie
control for regulating tho water lovel in sll storage tanks..

I7 IS ESREBY PURTEZR (RDERED thet wntil the
further ardor ¢f tho Commission, tho wster hereafter served
througk said system be obtsined only from Marin Mmicipel
Water District or the springs of ampliconts.

ID IS EEREBY FOUND AS A FACT, that the rates
hoveinafter set forth are juct and ressonsble rates, arld thet
the yresent rates of s=2id Corte Msdera Water Company are non-
compensatory and unre&sonabie; and basing its order upon the
cbove findings of fact and upon all the findings of fauct
contained in the opinion nreceding thics arder,

I7 IS EXREBY ORDIFED *that sald ¥. A. Wilson, Doherty

hAY

Zetate, Y. L. Doherty snd Mery M. Bradbdbury, owning'an& operating
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the woteor system at Corte Madera, Marin County, under the
fictitious name of Corte lMaders Water Company, be end they
are horeby suthorized und empowered to hereafter charge and
collect the following schedule of monthly rates for water
sServed froxa said system, upon compliance with the conditions

hereinafter set forth:

RATE SCHEDULE

Initial snnual cherge, per yedr Per service,
including 200 cu.ft. por month Lox the
first Six months, - - - - - - - - - - - - .

Vonthly minimum £or subsequent months,
including 200 cu.ft. of water por month

For next 800 cu.ft. per 100 cu.ft. . . .

AlL over 1000 cu.ft. ™ 200 ™ ™ .« o .

MONDTELY FPIRE EYDRANT RENDAL

For service through 20 hyldrants or less: . $22.50

For serxvice throush each odditionsl hydran
installed ¢« ¢ & 4 4 ¢ 4 e 5 b s ses 8 @ «560

This suthority to increase retes is grﬁnted upon
tho condition tham'the improvements herein ordored be first |
installed, that supplemental order.be entored herein reciting
thet Lact; umd that schedule of said retes be first filed,

ag required by law.

e,
. i waw
Dated ot San Francisco, California, <this é ~—
soy of Cegeaf 1919 it L




