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In the matter of the ~p~lication 
of COR~ }\:1:D~A ~·t-,1.::ZR CQrp.t::;Y to 
increase rates. 

Application Xo. 440l. 

vs. Case ~To. 1309 ... 

!" •• ~. :':IL:::O~, <,"l,oing business uncl,p.r 
. the finn neme [l.llQ. style of Corte 
!~~a6.era. Water Compo.ny. !)oile;cty Com-
pany. a oorpo~ation. und 3rcQoury 
:2ste.to Inv0str:len t, Corllpany ~ 

Defend.a.nts. 

JoAn J. Maz za. :for C OIllP la.:i.nan t. 
2' ... 4.. 71:i.lsonin propria persona.. 
B. ~ .. Dohor:ty. for Doherty Company..,' 
Goo1!'e11ow, Eels, Moore & 'Orrick. 'by 
J. C .. Goodell. for !.fary M. Brad."oury. 

BY CC~<H!8S ION: 

, 
~he complaint alleges that eeiendant F. A. 

V8.6.ero. '.iatel' Compe.n;y·, is now and. long ilss been oporatitl.3 a. 

pU"olic utility Vl&~~e.r ci.i:;;;tributi.llg system, i'U!'ll;~shing water 
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fo:!' (iomectic uses within Iche town of Corte !Ea.dera., ~,rar1n 

County; ti"..ll.t Cs.c;';L of o.efoudanta 0'1.1.\ &n inte:rest ::.ll the :::ys-

tem, the na.t Ul"C o.nc1 0x'tcnt of ~"ihich interest is unknown 

d.a.teo.. 'Jy r co.z:;on of: which it will bo impossible aur ing the 

sUr.1.'ller mon~.;.h.s to i'ur:-J.:i.sh ";':t. tar; t:h.a. t wilen the springs now 

fu.rnishing ',':stor become dry defendants intend to take 

v,'a:::;er ;('ro1':1 VJolls in the ':O\'v'n of :tarkspw.·, which eluring the 

dry Se8,SOli from l:ay to November are poll,l'ted., unsanitary 

o.n~ not fit for uomestic use; that the system is connected 

Wi th tl~0 18 inch rns.i:ns of !v:a.rin !\1\micipal water Di3trict; 

passing throu,s:1l the ~0','J:n of' COl"te Ivreo.era; that its water is 

~nolesome ~d sufficient in quantity; tr.~t the neglect and 

ls.ck of repair con~pla.i:ae(l of is d.ue to contlie tjins in-

tCl'0 ets of the r~ 8pectlve ovvners. and s. lack of aereemen t 

between thom as to t~o yl:'oportions in which the obligation 

to serve J.;he :oublic siloul d be 'borne. ~he p:r-ayel' is that 

the Commiseion 6etermine which of defendants is chargeable 

';",i th the d~ty of furnishing \vutcr; tht..t :i. t order the sys-

tem repaired. o.nd put in co~dition to :C\lrnisll a sufficient 

supply o~ wl:.oles orne ws.ter. ana. the- t :i. t grant general re-

lief. 

~(l answer of Mary Tv:. Erad.bury alleges that 

d.efendan t, the Bradbury Zstate Investment COI:lPsny, .... ro.s for-

merly a corporation, cut was dissolved by decree of the 

Superior Co~rt D~cember 20, 1917; that on April Z4. 1917 

it sold to '.~. :.... j)ohert~ all of its in tdre-s".;, in the 

w~ter sy~tcm ~ituatea in the towns of tarkspur uno' Corte 

Madera. exce:9t' the pi:pes and. oqu::.pment on the property 
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occupied by Mrs. Bradbury in Corte 1'Iudere. as her residence; 

t:c.a.t on August 1, 1910 said. estate exccuteo. a. le6.se of 

saio. syste:n to del'endE.l.1lt :'filson and. tha.t the estate has not 

o~erate~ said ~ystem at any time since sai~ August 1. 1910. 

T".oe prayer is t.tat the complaint be c1ismis8ed as to Bradbury 

zstate I~lVe$tment Company. li.t the c.ea.ring a. motion to the 

same effect was su'.Jm::'t~ed with the c&.sc. No snswer wal:;l ;filed 

by ~cfondants dilson or Doherty Comp~ny, but at thec.earin6 

they pX'6.ctica.lly $.6mit~ed the allegations of the complaint. 

~ne appli~ation to inc:re~se rates alleges 

tjj,l;j.t b~cuusc of increased cost of labor, m.:;t.terial:::, powor 

snd w&.ter pUl"cha.sed :from l:o.r in Municipa..1 ,j)istrict, appli-

cant's revenu~ is ins~~icient to provide maintenance, op-

ere.tion unCi. de:!,)recia.tion charges upon the SStstem which 

conSists of a",jout :five miles of mains, varying from 3/4 

inch to 4 inches in diame ter, and. supplying about 8S 'ser- . 

vices. 

A public hearine in 'bo th proc0e·dinss 'I'v"aS 

nel~ before Examiner ~estover at San Francisco, at ~lich 

and. dee::" sion. 

!~ost of the serVices i::1 'luestionare 10-

,laced. on tAe rll£..rket 1:1 1911 by :Sa L. DohertY9 who installed 

pipes and servicos 3.t his o',vn cx:uonse es part of the improve-

ment of the subdiv:i..~:i..on. Re did not ditectly opetate the 

system. but al:'ra.n~:'3cl ora.lly with 1i!r. \'[ilson to su:p~ly water 

'to !,lurchasers of lots in his subdivision and collect rates. 



Eo h~e o:!/crlJ.ted. the system over since, except 

that it we.s O:gerateC b:; the tovrn. for tr.ree months e;x:p1r:tng 

~eptec,ber 20, 1918. Both 1:i180::' und Dohorty have mad.e 

~he Brc.d.bury systec" as sllegoo. in !.!:ro. Brccl.-

is at the present tim~ i:r.. :Mary M. Bro.d.bt:.ry~ neither sho nor 

her husbcnd ~ur1nS his lifotime o~ereted the system after 

August 1, 1910; out the D1pe system, tosothor with 1.S acres 

of land on which is loo~ted the well compl~ined of~ is undor 

contr~ct of e~le to S. L. Dohcrtyp dated April 24, 1917, 

und~r whioh Mr. uoherty roco1 vea. enCl. retains :90so::::sio:n. of the 
:p1'o~rty. 

It appears from tho tostimony .~d from the 

ad.I:l.ission of the p$l"t1es that th.e servioe at times has been 

poor, l'.~rticularly during tl::.e summer sasson When :l t is most 

noo1od because of chort~se of water and largo influx of 

sum~er vicitors. ~hore are times When eO~G of the consume1's 

at tho hi6herelevo.t10ns 3.1'0 e:c.tirelywithout water. ~his 

co~~ition must be offecti~cly correoted at once • 

. The system involved in the present proceedings 

110s to the weztcrly of tho Northwestern Pacific Rsi lr oad, 

~ lar~o po~tion of it being upon abrupt wooded hills ~a 
serving conoumers at elevations ranging from nearly se~ 

level to a.bout 900 feet abovo sea level. i.7e.ter d.u::[ ng the 

winter io developed from springs s.:nd stored. in throe 10,000 

gallon wood. stave tanks at an clavation of about 443 feet 

aoovo sea·'1:evel, from which most of the System is sorved. 

by gl"tlvi ty; and. from which water for tho remo.i:o.der of the 

system is pumped to' a. wood stave ts:a..k at en elevation of 

a.bout 920 feet a:oove sea le.veJl.. 

~he Msrin District Serves in this territory at 

,resont by sravity only, and i~s ~ater c~ bo suppliod by 
... Sa .. 



gravity only at elevations 260 feet ubove Sec level an~ lower. 

From t,hiS !Joint Marin wD.ter !lluzt be :pumped to tho tcnks !lot 

~bout 443 ~eet elevution, and from thot ~oint again pumped to 

the tonk at tA,oout 920 feet elevs,tion. 

The testimony conce~ing the group o~ three t~k3 

shows that founo./ltions of two of them are in vGry bad. cond.i-

tion 30 that one is entirely out of servico ~d the other will 

hold only about two teet of water; and that the one on the . 

highest elev~tio:l will hold. o't;.i.; little Vlater because the staves 

are 'cadly shl'''\~nken through l~ck of l'.)Uln:9ing fo.cili ties to 1.'"0 ep 

the tank filled. .. 

~he ~um~ "J.saa to lift water to the tr3ee ~anks 

is i:l ~rilch a. poeI' state of repair that it sup:olies only $. 

s;JW,ll :part ot its c$.1'&.c1 ty. The' parties :::.11 agree- that the 

~ounaa~ionz tor the t~s shoula be reconstructed and tho tanks 

repaired, that tho pumping capacity shoula be increased ~~d 
eloctric . 

thst automatic/control should. be inztalled so th~t the t~ 

will always be ke~t filled. It Visa estimated that these instal-

lations &.!ld repc.irs would cost a.bout $800 to ~~lOOO. 

~hese· im,rovements have not been mo.o.0 i.e retoiore 

·becau.~e the J,:n rtice Vlere uncertain e.s to who wcs responsible 

for thGm~ an1 lack of means to pay tor them4 The order herein 

:provi<les rutes which will justify th.e necessary inve,s'bment~ 

and u~on which we antici~D.te that the needed oone~ therefor can 
be procured. 

~he Public Utilities Act by S~ctions 2 (w), 2 (x), 

2 (bb), 13 an~ other scctions, places the obligst1on to render 

high class so::vice opon o'wners of water systems as woll as those 

controlling, I:lannging and. operating them. 

If it i~ the ~osire of the parties thut the ~ublic utility 

property or ~~rts ther~ot should be conveyed or l~ased, suitab~ 

~pylicst1on for such authority Should be rnsde to· the Commission 
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under Section 51 of the Public Utilities Aot, whioh mates 

unauthorized transfers void. 
It was agreed at the ~esent he$ring by the 

parties that woter wouli r.ot in the future be served from 

the ',-;el1s cornplai!lecl of, or any wo11s D. t !'arkspur, but. that 

water wAich could. not be su~~lied by the springs would be 

sU'~)]lied from the mains of lfu.rin M:unicil'a,l ~rnter District,' 

&8 deme:o.d.ed 'by consumers. In the opring of 1919 ~ the 

rs.tes of th.e 1.!ar1n District were increased s:bout 25 per cent~ 

Which comp1~int snd co~sumers realize will increase the 

cost of Viater purchc~sf.)(l by d.efenClsnts and be reflected in 

their rates. 

z.ce ~osent monthly rates which were established 

by Decisio'.l rro. 4190 of Me.rcA 19,1917, (See Vol'C:lle 12, 

Opinions and. Orders of the Ra:i.lroad Commi ss10n, )tsge 704), 

o.re s.pproxir=.s.tely those which were in force by Mcrin: M.u:::l.1c-

ipa1 V:~tcr District at the time of the he ~r1ng in 1917, with 

which all parties exoressed satisfaotion at th~t time. Tho 

rate schedule is as follows: 

~inimum monthly charge~ incluaing 
280 cu.ooft. or less • • • • • • • • • • • 

POl' the next 220 cu. feet ~or 100 cu.ft. .. 
~~ 1.00 

.35 

For the next 500 cu. feet ~er 100 ou. ft. • .25 

For ~~o~ts ovor 1000 cubio feet per 
100 cubic feet. .. • • • .. • • • • • .. • .2.0 
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The followinc tabulation of the opel"(1.ti.'"'l.B' e~end.i-

ture cn<l income of the system is taken from the enn'U.'3.1 

re~orts filed with the Co~niss1on: 

1915 1916 1917 1918 1919* 

**~es.se ~~372.00 $372.00 ~~219.00 ~~183.00 ~180.00 

Power 80.10 66.45 65.00 
510.00 465.72 

\bter Eurchased 25.00 180.00 500.00 

:rascolleneous 180.00 145.00 150.00 159.69 190.00 

~u,orin toniont 300.00 Z60.00 

;~657.10 ,$763.45 :';;879.00 
" 

~110S.41 $1295.00 

1."1co:ne 1529.15 1587.05 1747.75 ~;115B.40 

~ztil'!latod. **:rhiz i tee roported. :b.y lZr. ';7.:Uson "~\S o.'oove 
has heretofore been considor~d. by tho . 
,srties ee rent~ of the, systom. 

In 1919 expen~iture is estimated ~& re~rosente the 

Wlllue.l Cr.Jlrgo3 properly chergeo.'ole D.So.inst tho :ore sent con-, r 
I 

sumer3. ~h0 pro3ent cost of superintendence can be red.uced,by 

installation of automatic aevices for the oontrol of ~umping 

:n~chincry. m" .tl.e ~ount estimcted for this itco is based on 

, such S.L. in.;;te.lla tion. ~he 1~.rin L'i'U::.ic ip~l W~,t er :Gistl"ict i:o.-

croase in rates will i~creuse expenditure for water purchasea 

except for e few months during the winter when spring water is 

a7~ilable. .~low~ce hBS been m~de for the increased use sna 
cost. 

~he rates set o'U.t in the order are estimated to 

:oeturl'l to s:)J?lic~ts at least the annun.l charges estima.ted 

aVOVG 9 and cro bsse~ upon the water use of 1918, as submitted 

by applicant. ~hey can only be, j~3tified by excellont ser-

Vice, which ~ust bo assured beforo they become effective. 
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ORDER -- - --
, 

Public hearings having 'been he let in the So 'bovo en-

titled. case and. the matter ho.vinS 'beon submitted. snd now resay 

fo::' decision, 
I~ IS ::u;~y FCt."ND AS JJ. FACT t!lat F. l.. Viilson,Dohf:r.rty 

COUlp~y, E. 1".. Doherty c...'>'J.d Mary 1!. E:r&dbu.ry own. c=.d F. A. 

'::ilson operates the vro.~e:r system a.t Corta ~~nae:rs.. M.."l.rin 
OOt:.:lty, 1':llown ~:;; Corte Madora. Wster Company. 

Basing its oraer upon the above finding of fact~ 

and upon all the findings of fsct contained in the o~inion 

Company, E. L. Doherty antl '!':.c:ry M. Brad.bury, owing'and ol»:rat-

ing the suid w~ter system, within thirty days repair 0.11 ~o1r 

storage tanks an~ foundations thereof, incro~se pumping capae-

:tty 'byre:p&1rin3 present pumps or inotal11ng adclit10nal or 

substituted J?~l'ing eqUipment, and install automstic ele;ctrio 

control for regUlating tho wa.ter 10vol in all store.ee tnnks., 

I~ !S H:';;'~:SY FURT:s:ER CRD~ the,t 'lllntiJ:. the 

further or~G:r of tho Commission. the wator heresfter served 

through so.1o. e;rstem be obt~:ined. o::lly from Marin l.Xu.nicipsl 

':;ate:r District 0:: 'the sprin3s o~ 3IJ::.:11icc.nts. 

T~ IS ~~~y PO~~\D AS A FAC~. that the rates 

hereinafter set forth are juet and reesonaole rates, ani that 

the present rates of s~1d Corte ~~dera Wat~r Comp3nY ere' non-

coml'ense-tory and. unre,~son.:lble; 1ll'ld basing its ord.er upon the 

aoove findings of fact and upon all the find.ing's of fs.ot 

cont~ined. in the opinion ~reoeding this ordor, 

I~ IS ~:?EBr ORDZRED th~t said. ~'. A. 'iJilson, Doherty 

E:::to.te, :,~. L. l)oherty and. Mc.ry M. Bradbury, owning !md. o:pe~o.t1n3 
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the w~ter system at Corte M...9.d.ere., Marin County, und.er the 

fictitious n~e of Corte ~Ulder~ ~:~(teX' Company, be and. they 

are hereby $uthorizea. and. etlpowered. to hel"eafter· charge end 

collect the following schedule of monthly ~ates for water 

served fro~ said system, upon com~11ance W1t~ the conditions 

hereinafter set forth: 

RATE SOHEDUIiE 

Initial annual charge. per year ~er service, 
incl uding 200 cu.ft. per month for the 
first oix months, • .. .. . • .. .. . • .. • • ... 

Monthly minic.'Q:!l tor subsequent months, 
including 200 cu.it. of water per month .. .. . 

For ne4~ 600 cu. ft. per 100 cu.ft. • • • • • • 

Allover 1000 au.ft.» 100 » . . . . ... . 
MON~m:.Y FIRE H:YDRANT RENT,,\!; 

POl' servioe through 20 hyarants or less, • • • 

For service throuoh each ~c.d.i tional hyd.rant 
installed. • .. .. • .. • .. • • .. .. • ... • • 

" ~ 6.00 

1.00 

.40 

.30 

~~22. 50 

.50 

This authority to increase re,tes is gran ted upon 

tho condition that t~a im:prov~ments herein oX'nored be first 

installed, th~t $u:p:plement~l order, be entered herein reciting 

thct :f'tlct; umo. tha.t schedule· of sa.id. rates be first filed. 

ae required by law. 

Dated ut Sa.n Fl"~l:.oisco, Culifornia~ this 

dllyof ~ 1919. 

Commis a 1oners • 

.. ~~,.".,.~ 
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