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In the matter ot the application 
01 BOLINAS W'A~I.l:!..i{ COM?ANY, a cor-
poretion. for per.miss1on to in-
crease the excess water meter 

) Application No. 4003. 
) 

rate .in the TOVln of Bolinas, lr.arin 
Count,y, Ca.lifornia_ 

/ 

} 
) 

:BY TEE COMHISSION: 

Mattie Smith for a~plicant. 
S. M. Augustine in propria perso:lB. 
and for certain consumers. 

o PIN : a N .... -----..-
This is an a.pplication of Bolinas Water C'ompe.llY. 

a corporation, for authority to increase the rates for water 

su:ppl~.ed :ror domestic use in the tOi"tn of Bolinas. !~a.rin County. 

A pnblio hearing on the application was held 

"oy Examiner ;'lestover s. t :Bolinas, July 30, 1919. . 
Zhe present rates were authorized by the Com-

mission in ]ecis10n No. 1462 of April 28, 1914. (See Vol. 4, 

Opinions and Orders of the ~ailroad Commission, page 883.) 

The water was formerly d1 verted £:rorn s. small' 

stream ~n Cronin Gulch and transmitted about four or five 

miles in four inoh and two inch pipes to the storage tanks 
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in the :own of 301icas. These 1mprovaments were installed 

und.or D.g:rocment wi 1:h the owners o~ the McCudy Rtlnch~ by 

which applicant was authorized to use ~ ~ortion o~ the water, 

subject to runch use. upon payment or 20 per cent. of its 

gross income~ end ~a~r which it was grunte~ en o~tion to 

~urchase certain wuter shed lands in Cronin and Union Gulches. 

~hi3 agreement by its torms expired in 1914 but was renewed 

from time to time until October 19, 1918, whEn it f1ne.lly 

expired and cannot be renewed • . 
~t the hearing resUltine in the cstso11shment of 

the ~=esent r~tes~ app1icont re~orted its groos income ~or 

1913 as $765.00 from its 44 consumers. These have increased 

to 55 et present. ?ractico.lly sll Ilre steo.d.y pa.trons thxo'ugh-

out the ye~r. 

follows: 

It reports its income under the ~esent rate as 

Year ended. August 1, 1917-

Year end.ed. .tl..ugust 1, 1918-

Yael' endea Jun~ 30, 1919 

- - !'11;1 157.77 , , 
1,124.92 

- - - 1.234.97 

Til €I Company 1 s una. b le to gi ve suffic ien t int' orma.-

tion upo~ which to b~se an ~ccurute invcntor~ or appr~is~l of 

its proporties, or un accurste estimato of its operating 

expenses. Our engineers have made e. rough est1ms.te showing 

that ope=sting exp'enses on this system shoul~ bo about 

fSZe.OO per ye~r. 

A numbor of ~onsumcrs eppeared at the neuring 

and testified. to very poor sorvice, especi~llY ~uring 1918. 

From their undiSl'uted toetimony :l t 8.X'l:ears that dur1:lS last 

season the system Was prncticsl1y abanaoned while its mnnager 

was in the navy, no one bei:c.s in imrnedio.te cha.rge •. 'i7hen 'the 

gravity supply from Cronin Gulch was wholly d1v~rtea to rsnoh 
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uses, a committee of citizens took chnrge of tee system in 

the absence ot the owners, und. smUt a well on publio school 

property n$~r the town. installed ~ pumDing plant and SU~ 

~11ed ~he con~umors~ collooting an~ rot~ining th~ usual ' 

rates, which wero appliod to the cost of tho im~rovements. 
'::he new woll is ~'bout 17 feet deep and the wuter is said to 

oe unsatisf~ctory in t~sto ~d color. ~lthough no ovidalce 

W:;l.S presented. tending to show t~t it is it),jurio1ls to' health. 

The I:l~ins .,rere uno overeC:.~ 'Vlc::a found. to be corroo.ed. and 

,incrusted. to e'U.ch [\n 0:-:tcn t tb);:",; they (B,d ,not .:lffo re. $.c:.oqU!'. te 

:pro,szuro, :;']?')8.rcntly d.uo to lClck o~ 20.c11i ties for flusb.i::lg 

them. ~hc pUl.!lP sdmi tted.ly is not of suf:f'ic ient c:J.psci ty to 

meet tho requirements of the oomm~ity during the summer 

E.:ossons. 
Applicant offerod. tostimony tending to Sh:.ow that 

it intonded. to insto.ll $o larger pumping' plant :lIld to make 

$.rr~~ements vli th the school trustoes for th~ :permnnon t ueo 

of the' -""011 in qu.estion; or to ~rovi,f .. e for mountcin we,tar 

to be brought from u canyon ~cross tho lagoon from Bolinas. 

~ho l=...-:";or cou.rsc would :,co.uire the ls.Ying of about two· 

miles of transmis~ion main and the securing ot suitable 

riohts of w~y. No definite figuros~ however. were preconted 

showing tho probable cost of the necessary ~~prove~ente, nor 

d.oes the testimony shev; what ~rr8.nsements, if eny, can be 

mad.e :for 0. !!¢l'lllanent water sUP:flly. Applicant d.id. not show 

that its expensos of oporation hsve increasod, nor present 

other testimony ~hat weu1~ justify ~ increaso in rates at 

thl.s tir:lo. 

In v!ew of tho uncertainty uS to whet~or ~Fplicant 

c&n ~rocure ~ suitable water supply ~~ the uncorta~ty $oS 
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to the ~mount of c$pit~l which it may find necessary to 

~ad to its investment, ~a as to operating c.xpens'Os und.er present 

chunged conditions, it is ~possible to determine at this 

t~~e what are just end. reasonable rates to apply to futu~e 

service. 
t:hen a:p:plic~nt hus arranoed for a. re nnunont water 

supply and 'C:ln show t~t it' is prol'urea. to give high clsss 

service, and. can ehO'.7 the flI:lount of :new cap1t;o.l necess~ry 

for the purpose, it ~y present a new a,plico.tion it it 
then cone idol's tho:t inoressed. rates a.re n.ced.ed. ~he present 

application will 'be d.is:nisDOd. without prejudice. 

ORDE? 

Bolinas ~;c.ter Com;pa.:cy hc.ving o.l?:?~1ea. "for a.uthority 

to incr~nse the rates ch&rged. by it for domestio wa.ter served 

to iIJ.habi tents in Bolinas and vic ini ty in Marin CO'OlltY', :pub-, 
11c heaI':!.ng having 'been held. the'reo:c., the matter 1:.e ing now 

ready for d"ecis1on; 

I= IS H:i!!'..BBY ORDERED that the e:pplica.t1,on 'be and. 

it is hereby di~issod without prejudice. 

~ San Francisco. C"l:1£ ",nit>, thiS 

clay ot '... , 19l9. ' 
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