Decision No. é (5T

BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STARE OF CALIFOFRNIA.

e =000mma

In the matter of the application

of BOLINAS WATER CQMPANY, & cor=-

poretion, for permission to in- Arnlication No. 4003.
¢creasce the excess water meter

rate in the Tovm of Bolinss, Marin

County, Qalifornia.

Mettie Smith for sppllcant.
S. M. Angustine in propris persoxnsa
and for certain consumers.

3Y THE COMMISSION:

This is sn spplication of Bolinas Water Compsny,
& corporation, for atthority to inecresase the rates for water
supplied Lor domestic use in the town of Bolinas, Marin County.
A public hearing on the applicatlion weas held
by Examirer VWestover &t Bolinas, July 30, 1919.
The present rates were authorized by thé Come
mission in Decision No. 1462 of April 28, 1914. (See Vol. 4;
Opinicns and Orders of the Railroad Commission, page 883.)
The water was formerly diverted from & small’
stream In Cronin Gulch and tramsmitted about four or Live

miles in four inch and two inch pipes to the storage tanks




in the Town of 3oliras. These improvements were instelled
wnder sgrecment With the owners of the MeCurdy Ranch, by
which applicant was euthorized to use a portion of the water,
subject to ranch use, upon payment of 20 per cont. of its
gross income, cnd wader which it was granted =n option to
vurchase certeir weter shed lamds in Cronin and Tniom Gulches.
"nis agreement by'its terms expired in 1914 but was renewed
from time to time until October 19, 1918, when it finelly
expired and cannot be renewed.

AT the heﬁring resulting in the esteblishment of
the present rates, applicont reported its gross income for

1913 o5 §765.00 from i%s 44 consumers. These have increased

to 55 at present. Practically 1l sre steady patrons through-

out the yoir.

It reports its income wnder the o esent rate as
Lollows:

Year ended sugust 1, 1917

Yeor ended august 1, 1918 1,124.92

Yoor ended June 30, 1919 1,234.97

The Compeny is unable to give sufficlient informa-
tion wpon which to base an accurate invcﬁtory or appraissl of
its proporties, or un accurste estimete of its operating
exvonses. Our engineers have mede s rough estimate showing
that overuting expenses on this system should Yo abbut
$836.0d per year.
| A numbor of consumers sppesred at the hearing
and testified to very poor sorvice, especially cduring 1918.
Frow their undisputed tectimony It eppesrs that during lasat
season the system wag vractically abandoned while its manager
wes In the navy, no one being in‘immediate charge. . When the

gravity suppiy from Cronin Guleh was whelly diverted to ranch




uses, & committee of citizens took charge of the system in
the absence of the owners, and swak a well on public school

property neor the town, instelled a pumplng plant and sup-

vlied the consumers, collecting and rotainiﬁg the usual
rates, whick were spplied to the cost of the improvements.
The nmew woll is about 17 feet deop and the water is sald to
be vnsatisfactory in taste and color, although no evilence
was prosenﬁed tending to show tanet it is injurioms to health;
The mains were uncoveref, wewre found to be corroded and
dncrusted to such en extent that‘they did not afford sdequate

pressure, spoarently duc to lack of facilities for fiushin
- y -

them.  DThe pwap edmittedly is not of sufficlent capacity to

meot the requirements of the community dvring tae swamer
seasons. ) |

Applicant offerod testimony tending to show that
it intorded to install & larger pumping plant and % make
grrongenents with the schodl trustees for the permonent uese
of the well in question; or to nrovide for mountcin water
to be drought from o canyon 4eross the lagoeon from Bolinas.
TLo latseor coursze would reouire the laying of about two-
miles of 4ruonsmission mein snd the securing of sultabdble
rizhts of way. XNo definite figures, however, were prescnted
showing the probadble cost of the necesssry ilmprovements, nor
does the Testinmony show whst arrsngements, if =uny, caﬁ be
nele Tor & permenent Weter supply. Applicant Aid mot chow
thet its exvensos of operstion heve increased, nor preseant
other testimpny thst would Justify em irzereaso in rates at
taic time.

Iz view 02 the uncerteinty as to whetaer gpplicant

cen procure o sultable water supply wnl the uncerteinty as




to the asmount of capitel which it mey f£ind necesséry to

0dd to its invostmont, =nd as to operating ¢ eXPensos under present
changed conditions, it is Impossidle to determine a2t thils

time what are Just and reasonsble rates to apply to future

servico.

Then applicent has arrenged for & rermsnont water

supply and can show thet it is prepored to give high élaés
service, und can show the amownt of new capital decessSary
for the yurpose, it may 'present & new ayplication if it
then contiders that increassed rates are needed. The prosent
application will be dismissed without prejudice.

ORDER

Bolinas Wotor Company heving applied foxr authority
to increase the rates charged by it for domestic water served
+0 inhabitants in Boliras end vicinlity in Marin County, pﬁb-
1li¢ hearigs naving heen nheld thersoxn, the matﬁer e ing now
roudy for decislon; |

I7 IS HiRSBY ORDERED thet the epplication be and

it is horedy dismissed without prejundice.

Dated 2t Ssn Francisco, Calif ania, tais é
day of ﬁg et , 1919. ' '
T AL |
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